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Ice-Boating on Toronto Bay.

Winter Sports
SOME FACTS AND) PHOTOGRAPHS SHOWING HOW CANADIANS ENJOY THEMSELVES

DURING THE WINTER MONTHS.

U "ANADIANS manage to enjoy thcmnselves at mulst
=seasons of the year, but joy in sport is at its

greatest height in mnid-summcer and mîd-winter. In raid-

suranmer, sports are mainly aquatic, though tennis, crick-

et, basebail and bowling on the green have cunsiderable

attention.
In mid-winter, sport attains even greater enthusîistn.

When the frozen earth is well covered wxth snow, when

the air is cold and bracing, when all sorts of exertion

but serve to keep the blond coursing naturally, all

stirrîng sports are keenly cnjoyed. The Sun siiks early

to rest, the days are short and the eveinjgs on hee

fore there 18 much timne in which it seeniis naýturatl to for-

get study and business, and to seek pleasure in heaLlthiful

f orlfl.
There are those, no doubt, who behieve thiat snow and

ice preveait the Canadian winter lromn beîig enjoyable.

Thesei haive not lived in Canada. Every race adapts

îtself to its enivironment and Canadians havýe learned to

niake the most of their winters. lu tact, midf weather

in December, ,January and Iîebruary makes thte people

duil and sad. They are looking for cold weteand if

it dues not corne their plans arc frustrated and their

cnjoymnents cnt off. WVhen the sleighi belîs jinglu aind the

ponds and rivers are thronged with mnerry-inakcrs, hi-

larity attains a height nut otherwise possible.

In inid-winter, the country boys and girls drive'long

distances to dances and social eventings. What can bc

more pleasant than a few mailes under a briglit star-lit

sky, seated on the straw-covered bottom of thte sleigh-

box, protected froni the cold by warm robes, with the

laugh and chatter of a haitf-dIozen cumupanions to inake

t.he moments speedl faster thian the prancig horsts ? The

merriment of a fairin-houseý kitchien ini winter timie when

the "neighbour's" boys and girls corne in, îs of the

highest grade.
in the towns and cities, the covere-d rinks arc Ire-

quented by enthusiastic curlers, skaters, or hockey-

players. Mhe toboggan slides are patronised by al

classes. The sleighinig parties to neighbouring villages

or rural hostelries are suflicàit to keep mnany livery-

stables empty. On the bays, harbours and rivers skat-

ing and ice-boating furaish day-sport as well as evenilg.

For those whlo love tramnping ini the open air, snow-

shoeing offers linitless deliglit by sunlight or starlight.

True, one mat be warrnly clad, but warmn dothes axe

cheap becaUSe they are flot necessarily fashionable. There

is less style in winter clothing than in sunimer and few

people scin to suffer froîn the cuki. If ail the world

might corne and sec, they would discuver that witer

brings no fears to the: Canadiaýns but rather a sense of

happiness and jollity which scnsnatural' and essential.

TrobogIganinâ

T OBOGGANING and sled-riding aire almnost svnono-
mous. The Cajiadian tobog-gan is of Indian urigin;

the sled of European. The long, thin toboggan with its

turned-up bow to throw off the louse siiow w.,sý designed

by the Red Mau to enable hiin to transport hiis famndy

and belonginigs in winter with the gre,.test case. sled

runners would sink in the unpacked snow. lie tobog-

gan, presenting a broad surface, gldsover the surface

with slight resistanice.

Canadians have taiken the Indian mnuas of winter

transportationi, unhitchedl the (log and mnade it a- vehicle

of pleasure. Iu the districts of which Montreal, >t-

tawa aind Quebecc are the great cities, tobogganing has

long becu ai popular sport. This popularity is saici to

date froin the tîrne the British officers with the (Auards,

Rifles aind Line, quartered in Canada at the timue of the

ýTreiit Aflair ini the s-ixties, tried to miake thtc sport fash-

lnable and exciting. At least su) sasLa Macdoniald

in "Murray'sMaaie of Jauavx88. In a later

article in "Ouitiing," a writer says that it "originated in

the citv of Monitreal * Fletcher's Field, Bre-

Tobogganing in Montreal, Park Slide.


