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Rh‘&h ob¥ious 'eéfdrt, he roused him-
self agai

i M t‘l‘hﬁﬁﬁqﬁa‘ are ~“stolen fo"- 15

t,” he’said at’length-in.his heaVy
g‘uttum], precise German-English, “they
will: be ‘stolens.by: & middle-aged man
‘about five:fedt seveninékes tall, smooth~
shaven, with a sunburnt face; a‘scarion
the. right. cheek, -blue-gray eyes; a high
broad forehead, and gray hair. He. will
have: long, tapering bapds,- and will
walk with @ slight drag of his left foot.
He -will .be -dressed .in shabby clothes,-of
.what eolar I cannot say, but across the.
ibottom¥ of the :back eof. the coat there
will ‘be a: wide iron-rust stain.” -When
such a- man is:about, take care of ‘your
diamonds; at.other times. they are guite
please.”:.. R
- With’ which. the p're\enter of* crime
closed iYs eyes, and again -went . peace-
fully to sleep.
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I looked. at Dudley_and he looked at
me. .Together, we burst out into an un-
controllable fit-of laughter. Five hun-

ply prep()aterous. 5
ANl -this i rldlcxﬂous"’ exdmmed

Dudley ‘when he had- recovered from. his
mersiment. . ..
The. little man, who.had stood swatch-

the preventer of crime, and began wild-
ly shaking it once moré. Again this

word I spoke there was a reason — g
good reason. Listen!

“4T {oId you that the thier™ wome
shabbily dressed, with an iron“rust stiin
upon the button of the back of his coat’
I said ‘that: because, in order ‘to steal
the:‘n, he would first have to know ‘that
you had removed them from the'de.
posxt -vault. Therefore, he “was' watch-
ing the door of the ban’k To stand’
directly in front of the bank and watch
would attract attention, soshe must have
watched from across the street. — ang
across the street” from. your, bank’ d#,
Trinity churchyard A well-dressed” ina,u
could stand in front of Trmlty church:’
yard -without attracting attention, so I
said that he was shabbily dressed. You
have. not been to. the bank for a lom
time, and probably he has waited all
that time. Waiting is hard work. Na.
turally, he. would. lean agamst the” fencg‘
to rest himself. . The fence is iron; it is
a’ very old fence, and the rain has rust-
ed it; it would stain his coat. There
you are—smlpllclty itself,, is it not it

4

He waved his hand once more, and -

blinked with satisfaction at this’ con-
vincing demonstration , of ‘his own
powers. - Then he continued: ¥ :

“I"told you that the man would B
of middle age. Nothing has ever.been
published about the Dudley diamonds, so
he could- not. have learned of them 'in
that. way. (‘The only time .they .were
ever pubhcly exhibited was at -&-cqne

.vention of diamond-cutters in Amster:’

dam, some twenty years ago. That is

p‘r,?vedA meﬂ'ectual and he was _com-
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Eelled to bawl into his employer’s ear
efore he could awaken him,

“Vell?” asked Herr Schmalz acidly,
as he blinked open lns eyes, “Vat-is
It now ¥ .

.“They say ‘you “are nduulous ex-
plained his assistant.

A petulant look swept over the great
flabhy :face; and for a moment it seemed
that we ‘were to be left to our fate, for
the preventer of crime began to lift his
heavy bulk. Apparently, however; the
attractions: of the soft divan were too
seductive. ‘After an effort or two, he
permitted himself .to sink back comfort-
ably among the’ pillows, turning- mean-
while a look of sulky dlsappm\.ll upon
Dudiey.

“You say I .am ndlculous eh?”--he
siid. “Vell: you-are a fool! You would
rather vait until the jewels are gome
to find out who stole them. 1mtead of
finding out beforehand who could steal
them and guarding them *from - him=—
éh?” He. pmNed and waved a fat hand
in the air.” “if T-tell-yotur that one and
ohe make two, you say I am ridiculous,”
he went on: “but' if ‘T show you the
figures on a blackboard, and add them
before ‘you, then it is that T am a
genius. A detective deduces for you the
personality of a criminal after a crime
has been committed, and -you say it is
mawvellous: T do so bpfme, with the
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same material, and you say T am an
idiet. I am mot an idiot. but a scien-
tist.”  What I told vou was not ri-
diculousness, but science, For every

how he must have become acqualnted
e ¢ 2 TR v e
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and Lake

with them. On]y the gild of dxamond
cutters were permitted to examine them
on that occasion; and no man is allowed
into the'gild until he is past his twenty-
fifth year; therefore; this man must be
forty-five, at least. He cannot be ndtich
more than that. No man has ever ‘dom-
mitted - a daring robbery, as this- would
be, after the age of fifty- two—stablshc!i
will tell you that. -

“L said that he would limp wnth 'I'rlﬁ
left foot and have a scaron ‘his right
cheek.” No man has quitted the diamond
gild of Amsterdam for twenty years.
except to die or to be imprisoied ' for
thest. Those that were imprisoned”had
their left legs chained to a ‘ball ‘and
their cheeks cut. He will be ' sun-
burnt, because waiting for you -all:sum#
mer in front of Tlmlty churchyard
would cause him to become so. He will
have blue-gray eyes, because only a ‘min
of ‘exceptional damw would concéive
such a reckless crime, and men ‘of ex-
veptional daring always have blue-gray
eyes. He will e about five feet-sevén
inches tall, ‘because that is the onty
sized man who can work over :a dia-
mond-cutting table in Amsterdam; -and
I am satistied that we shall find that at
one time he worked there, for th'e réa-
sons that [ have already given. = Mor'e
over, only -an expert dlamond-cutter
could safely dispose of the plunder, so
only such a one would attempt ' to
secure it. = Al e

“The thief will have gray hair be-
cause of his privations in prison.. No man
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