
REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS, &c.

and to the graduai incorporation of much of the Statute Law of each of the late Provinces into new
Statutes, which shall extend to the whole population.:

Indeed the two Sessions of the. United Legislature have already produced so many alterations of
what used tobe the iStatute Law of UYpperCanada, that'it'wonId scarcély have been worth.vhile to
have taken up the Statute Book, as it stood at the time this Commission was issued, with a view to
classifying the several enactments according to their subject matter. The Statutes which have been
passed since the Union, respecting Education, the establishment of Municipal Councils, the Criminal
Law. Inferior Courts,» Elections, and several other matters, have.inadé.suchë'xtensive changes that they'
render a great part of the Statute Book of Upper Canada a dead letter. A few years ience, perhaps,
a revised edition of the Statutes in force in Canada nay be published with advantage, when those
points shall have been ascertained on which it nay have beeti found desirable, and convenient, to make·
the Statute Law the same in'both divisions of the Province.

In this edition we have donc nothing more than to preseut the -whole of the Statute Lav of Upper
Canada, as it stood on the tenth of February, onc .thousand cight hundred and forty-one, when the
Proclaination·was issued uniting the tvo Provinces, carefnlly' expunging 'vhàt we, found: to' be not in.
force at hate d giving such marginail references as, vill direct attention; we hopé, to'al-that
hias'beenl ènacted-on-eh subject, up to the time of the volunes passin throùgh -the' press:

W;e:have iit expunged anything. that formed part of the Law in force at the time of the Union;
because -we considered that ve vere desircd to exhibit the whole, as it stood when Upper Canada
ceased to 'be a separate Province; but !v have referred to 'sdich iof thé provisions of the Act of Union,
and to such enactments of the United 'Legislature, as have interfered vitli any-of these Statutes; or as
may be required to be considered in connection with them.'

The volume containing the Public Acts had passed through the press, before the second: Session
of the United Legislature occurred ; and could not therefore contain any references to the Acts of that
Session, and it vilIl be found, also, that some of the earlier Statutes are printed without reference to
Statutes passed in the first Session ·of the United Legislature, though the latter affect. some of their-
prov~isions.

This was unavoidable, because' that portion of the vork had.been struck off, before-the Statutes-
of that Session were passed.

Aithough w'e could not take the liberty of transposing the publiè- Statutes: either wholly,. or in
part.; ànd"have therefore printed them in the order'of time, as they vere passed ; 'yet we. have ven-
tured, foi- the sake of convonience, in publishingthe'PrivateA.cts, to' collect them in a separate volume,
and to arrange thei according to each subject..

The first volume will be found to contain the headingr at'least; of every Statute, whether public
or private; (wvith one accidental omission, the Local Act for the division of the County. of Prince
EdwardShiclformed the seventeenth' chapter of'the Sessioirof ane thousaúd seven hundred and
ninetyêe',) ali st anding in the ordrin which they wereptblished>at the end.6f endif;esdio.

'Everv'chapter 'wiil:thus be found accounted forih the fistolume, and in its proper.ôi-der,'iin-each
Session, being cither published at length, or the heads only, if it has-licen repealdor:epirödi if-i
be a Local or Personal Act, the heading only will be found in the first volume,, with a reforence to the
s<xondfölùite for the-Statute printed at large.

h:fhStatteshere'are ùiae~duracies, suchi'as rnisrecitals of forrmé Statutes Riferrèdeto,
repugnance between the title or pieamible and the einactments, andsoiriètines érë ör rising4from
assuming provisions to be in force which had been repealed before,.'or viceyrs. ,Thesewe icould
not, of eui-seventure ta-6ofrect ; 'but we' have genei11y, gihaps alays idss ei o tilrror.

In sone few instances -we -found:it not easy- to determine wh eter a -particûlât Actgör part of'an
Act, continues in force, or has been superseded by sorne later provision; and whenever we thought
the point in aydegree doutful, we have refraine'd"frmn expnging'th ment,bcause decision
of -ours,' thodgh it migiht seerm to bâ,à"tlioritatie,'cýùld iöt'm.fa«t'èotr,1 t1fjudgmnet khih Court
ola'w iight have to form -upon thé same questionsaid it'rùi ht the-efôrenislea


