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Crant, « en Franc alleu" is a Tenure in many refpects refembling
that of Free and Common Soccage in England. This Conceffion
was afterwards in the month of July of the fame year 1651, rati-
fied by His Moft Chriftian Majefly, with the confent and appro-
bation of the Queen Regent, and was enregiftered in the Parlia.
ment of Paris on the Ilth April 1658, and in the Infirument of
Ratification it is again deferibed as bounded in front by the great
River St. Lawrence, on one fide towards Quebec by the Cape
which terniînates the Bay (l'ance) St. Joseph or Sillery Bay, on the
other fide at the end of the faid league in front, and in depeh at
the end of the said four leagues running north into the woods.

Thefe Grants having been made in France at a period when
Canada prefented little elfe to the eye than a wildernefs, it cannot
be matter of furprize if the admeafurement of the foil, fhoulid up.
on actual Survey, have been found in many inifances to fail fhort
of the intended quantity, that such has been the cafe with regard
to the Grant of Sillery to the Indians may be fairly collected, as
well from the fubfequent transfer of the faid Fief Sillery, as fron
the actual admcasurement of the soit. It is a fact, which
may be inftantly verified upon reference to the plan of the Pro.
vince, that the depth between the River St. Lawrence at Sillery,
and the River St. Charles in its rear, which laft River is declared
to be the front of the Seigniory of St. Gabriel is precisely one
league and a half, and this fully corresponds with the defignation
given to the faid Fief of Sillery in the subsequent Grant thereofï
which was made to the Jefuits themselves c en propre" on the
23rd day of October 1699, by the Chevaliers de Callière et Bo.
chart, the then Governor and Intendant of Canada, reciting the
terms of the Petition of the faid Jefuits, in which it is ftated,
that they had enjoyed the Fief and Lands of Sillery down to that
period, as Administrators only, for the Chriffian Indlans, to whorn
the fame had been given by his Majefty the French King, in 1651,
that the Indians for upwards of ten years then paif had abandoned
thofe lands, and that they, the Jefuits, had procured other lands
in lieu thereof, in different parts of Canada, speaking evidently
of the entire Grant made to them in 1651, which by the words of
the fecond Grant of 23rd October 1699, to the faid Jefuits, is
thus delcribed; t pour ces raifons nous avons donné, concedé et
« octroyé en propre aux dits Pères Jefuits, les dits terres, Fief et
« Seigneurie de Sillery, d'une lieue de large fur la Fleuve Saint
« Laurent et dciene lieue et demie ou environ de profondeur,
(<jusqu'à la Seigneurie de St. Gabriel, qui la termine par der-
' rière, comniencant du coté nord eft à la Pointe de Puifseaux, et


