v T

Cawama,

v

-

i’ e

6 COKRESPONDENCE RESI’EC’{ING THE PROPOSED UNION

2. In the Federation of the British North American Provinces the system of government best
adapted under existing circumstances to protect the diversified interests of the several Provinces, and
secure efliciency, harmony, and permanency in the working of the Union,—wonld be a General

- Governraent charged with matters of common interest to the whole.country, and Local Governments

tor each of the Canadas and for the Provinces of Nova Scotia,”New Brunswick, and Prince Edward
Island, charged with the control of local matters in their respective sections, provision being made
for the admission into the Union on equitable! terms of Newfoundland, ‘the North-west Territory,
British Columbia, and Vancouver. s

3. In framing a Constitution for the General Government, the Conference, with a view to the pér-
petuation of our connexion with the Mother Country, and toithe . promotion of the best interests of
the people of these Provinces, desire to follow the model of -the British Constitution, so far as enr
circumstances will permit. ) :

4. The Exccutive Authority or Government shall be vested in the Sovereign of the United .
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and be administered actording to the well understood prin:
ciples of the British Constitution by the Sovercign personally or by the Representative of the Sovereign

duly authorized. X
5. The Sovereign or Representative of the Sovereign shall be Commander-in-Chief of the Land

and Naval Militia Forces. . ‘ i

6 There shall be a General Legislature or Parliament for the Federated Provinces, composed of a
Legislative Council and a House of Commons. o

7. For the purpose of forming the Legislative Council, the Federated Provinces shall be considered
as consisting of three divisions:—1st, Upper Canada; 2nd, Lower Canada; 38rd, Nova Scotia,
New Brunswick, and Prince Edward Island ; each division with an equal representation in the Legis-
lative Council.

8. Upper Cauada shall be represented in the Legislative Council by 24 members, Lower Canada
by 24 members, and the three Maritime Provirices by 24 members, of which Nova Scotia shall have
10, New Brunswick 18, and Prince Edward Island 4 members.
© 9, The Colony of Newfoundland shall be entitled to enter the proposed Union, with a representa-
tion in the Legislative Council of four members. ' ,

10. The North-west Territory, British Columbia, and Vancouver shall be admitted into the Union,
on such terms and conditions ag the Parliament of the Federated Provinces shall deem e uitable, and
as shall receive the assent of Her Majesty; and in the case of the Province of British Columbia or
Vancouver, as shall be agreed to by the Legislature of such Province. .

11. The Members of the Legislative Council shall be appointed by the Crown under the Great
Seal of the General Governiment, and shall hold office during life; if any Legislative Councillor shall,
for two consccutive sersions of Parhiament, fail to give his attendance’in the said Council, his seat
shall thereby hecome vacant. ,

12. The Members of the Legislative Council shall be British subjects by birth or naturalization,
of the full age of 80 years, shall possess a continuous real property qualification of four thousand
dollars over and above all incumbrances, and shall be and continue worth that sum over and above
their debts and liabilities, but in the case of Newfoundland and Prince Edward Island the property
may be either real or personal. '

13. If any question shall arjse as to the qualification of a Legislative Councillor, the same shall be
determined by the Council. . .

14, The first selection of the Members of the Legislative Council shall be made, except as regards
Prince Edward Island, from the Legislative Councils of the various Provinces, so far as a sufficient
number he found qualified and willing to serve. Such Members shall be appointed by the Crown at
the recommendation of the General Executive Government, upon the nomination of the respective
Local Governments; and in such nomination due regard shall be had to thie claims of the Mem of
the Legislative Council of the opposition in each Province, so that all political parties may as nearly
as possible be fairly represented. ‘

15. The Speaker of the Legiclative Council (unless otherwise provided by Parliament) shall be
appointed by the Crown from among the Members of the Legislative Council, and shall hold office
durmg pleasure, and shall only be entitled to a casting vote on an equality of votes. :

16. Each of the 24 Legslative Councillors representing Lower Canada in the Legislative Council
of the General Legislature shall be appointed to represent one of the 24 electoral divisions men~
tioned in Schedule A. of Chapter 1st of the Consolidated Statutes of Canada, and. such Councillor
shall reside or possess his qualification in the division he is appointed to represent. - '

17. The basis of Representation in the House of Commons shall be Population, as determined
by the official census every 10 years; and the number of Members at first shall be 194, distributed

as follows: ’

Upper Canada - - - - 82
Lower Canada - - - - 65
Nova Scotia - - - - - 19
New Brunswick - - - - 15
Newfoundland - - - - - 8

’ and Prince Edward Island - - - .5
18. Until the official census of 1871 has been made up, there shall be no change in the number of
Representatives from the several sections.
19. Immediately after the completion of the census of 1871, and immediately after every decennial
census thereafter, the representstion from each section in the Honse of Commons shall be re-adjusied
on the basis of population. , e
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