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amof’s  Serrogatefor fhe -Diftrict of Rerryland, it appested ahatigreat: Bains
whad been: taken .to-bring-.the Matter 10,2 Hearing, but«invain,tas” Mr
“EBhomfon evaded 'it: by-pleading the -Hardfhip-of- being -6hliged -to-attend
she Gourt -at Ferryland,; and that -it-would: berequally o, to:compel his
Agent and Servanrs to:come frem . thenee! (where he " was - carryingan ;a
+ ;Fifhery) to.attend the Cout at St. Johi’s. This, however, was a Kind of
-Realoning which the' Court ofiPleaswereinotdifpefed. tonadmit.of ;-andupon
KFowlow’s,entering his “Acion- therein, .the Judges .fummoned the Agent, .
_..and 'Ope or Two Servants belonging to Thomion, -from .Fergyland, which
-enabled them. finally to fetle ,the:Bufinefs.at.St. John!s. With regard.to
. »the Threats complained of, I have only to iay,.that I believe they were the
%@cgﬂl :Cafes, :3nd.are .to.be -found in -every” Subpana fepved upon 2
Tvitoess. . . R -
__Thus, Sir, 1 think I have:fully and difpaffionately.anfwered.every. Part.wf
* 1the Memotials ;, and though: IJoak upon- them to - be illiberal; Attacks upen
:my Conduét, yer 1 muft-confefs 1 .am:not.forry for their “having been
_ :made, as they will at any Rate fhew tlie Neceffity. of doing fomething: or
-other to prevent fimilar Complaints’ for the'fature : “And as their Lordthips;
'may be induced immediately to take the IMatter_ into Confideration, Ibeg
"~ Leave to remind them of the fallowing Circumftances :—That for a great
"Number of Years{I cannot fay how-many) ithasbeen cuftomary to try Civil:
-Actions in Newfoundland—T hat till th¢Year 178 1 the Governor was fuppofed
:to be-competent thereto, but fincethe Profecution commenced by the Merchants -
againft ‘Admiral Edwards at Exeter, no fuch, Authority has been exercifed .
. .by him—That the Surrogates were permitted to aét for a few Years longer ;
-but-the.Cafe of Hutchings {(a Merchant) againtt Captain "Pellew, finally
" fettled the Matter with regard to-them—T hat the Court of ‘Seffion’for'Seven.
Years did the Bufinefs ‘which the Governor ufed to. do, though in a very
drregular -amd-bad Manner, owing to. the Juftices being kept in continual
‘Dread " by the Aderchants, who were always threateninig to- profecute them
7:for their Decifions—That the Court of Vice Admiralty, alfo, has frequently
been complained of by the Aferchantsyas a great Grievance ; and they would *
now with to make it appear that the Court of Comhimon Pleas muft inevi-
fably ruin their Fifhery.—From all which I-think is to be inferred, that,
~ let what will be done to eftablith a proper Judicature in the Ifland, it can-
-not fail to meet with-the Difapprobation” of the’ Mehorialifts, whofe Re- °
prefentations, in general, are.ill-founded, but on this Subje&, in particular;
" ‘they are fo very inconfiftent, and betray fuch 2 Want of Knowledge even
.of their own Intereft, or (which is much worfe) fuch a determined Refolu-
tion to facrifice the real Intereft of the Fithery to their private Views; that,
I am free to declare, it is hardly worth. while to pay Attention fo any

Thing they may choofe to fay upon-it.

- "As to repealing of all the A&s fince the 1oth and rith of William IIL.

1 muft own it ftrikes me as a Meafure much eafier to propofe than -to:

prove the Propriety of ; .and however 1 may (from a known Want of Ex-

‘perience in the Myfteries of the Trade) be thought incapable of arguing

" dn my Duty, if I did nov(to prevent {o great a’ Misfortune happening to -
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againtt it, I fhould feel myfelf highly culpable, and very defieient indeed . -



