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the efficieney and zeal with 'wbich hie bAs performed
the duties of bis office for. the past year.",

On nwo.tion of Mr. Sheppard, secouded by Mr.
Sheldrick, a vote of. thanks similar to the above
was unau îmously accorded to t-be Vice-President,
Rev. Professor llincks.

The Board then adjourned.
W. EDWARDS, &cretary.

ANNUAL REPORT 0F SUB COkMITTEE.
The Sub.Committes beg to submnit to the Board

the'Eigbth Annuàl Report-being an abstract of
proceedinge during theirperiod cf office,. and of the
present position and future prospecte, of the Board.'

During the year, the following Mechanios' Insti-
tutes have been representsd on the Board: Cobourg
Institute, by, two delegates; Dundas, by its presi-
dent; Hlamilton, by its president and seven dele-
gates ; London, by its president and two delegates ;
Toronto, by its president and eigbt delegates ;
Whitby, by its president and one delegate. The
Toronto Board cf Trade bas aiso been reprssented
by one delegate ; and the Toronto University Col-
legs :by tbe Rev. W. Hunchs,. F.L.S., .Professer cf
Natural History, and George Buckland, Esq., Pro-
fessor cf Agriculture.

Your Committee cannot but express their regret
that se few cf the institutions intended te be bene-
fited by the operations cf the Board, should ses it
to be their duty te take part in its management.
Tbey fear, however, that ne great improvement
can be looked for in this respect, ùntil tbe legisia-
tive grants to these Institutions are resumed, either
on the former* basis, or on that of the proposed
amended act, providitig for the payment cf suct,
grants througb the instrumentality of. this Board,
in the saine manner and on simi.lar conditions as
the payments. cf th .e Agricultural grants are made
tbrough tbe Board cf Agriculture; or uritil sucb
an intreased annual grant is secured te this Board
as shail make it mois especially te the interest cf
the several Institutions to conneet themeelvesa

For Sorne four years successively has this Board,
in conjunction with the Board for Lower Canada,
sougbt for important amendmente te that portion
cf the statuts under which they are incorporated.
These amend.nents have been conurred in by the
respective geverninents and legisilatures te wihich
tbey have been .submitted ; but ewing to, their
beiug connected withi and forming a part cfthe
saine aet censtituting the Board cf Agriculture
,and Agricultural Association and Societies, in re-
gard te which .ipcr.tant différences cf opinion
have se fur existed,. have failed, te obýain .the
amendmenta seuglit for.-

Patent Laws.*

Tour Coinmittee hbavye te, regret that, ne amend.
mente bave as yet been made te the Provincial
Patent- Law.@. ýOwing te their prohibitory charae.
ter as regards subjecits of~ eth *er ceuntries, our
inventors are stili prevented from participating in
the banefits arieBing fre in the liberal provisions cf
the United States laws, under wbich patent rights
are granted te subjects -cf foreign reciprecating
conutries on the saine conditions ns to its own
subjeots. The only conditions upon w hich a
Canadian citizen can now obtain the benefit of
the United States market fer -bis invention, ie by
paying the suin ôf $500 for such rigbt, under the
American law as it existed prier -te March, 1861.

The lIon. L. Letellier, 'late, Minister cf Agricul-
ture, in concluding sons lengtby rsmarks upen
this subjet in bis report for the year 1863, says-

I deem it unnecessary te dwell any further upen
the necessity cf following, -in'the motter cf patents
for inventions, the example of liberality and of reci-
precity afforded us in this respect by eider countries,
more advanced than oureelves in the developinent cf
the varions branches cf mannfactnring industry, a
course the adoption of 'which, -it would sesin, they
bave neyer bad reexon te regret.

Sbuld these liberal views prevail witb cur pro-
sent legislature, and -the confederation cf the Pro-
vinces be aise carried eut, our inventûrs wiIl then
be in a position te secure as a market for their
inventions nearly the wbole cf the continent cf
North America.

The Jourtial

The mcst serious drain npon the funds cf the
Board for the past four ysars bas been on acceunt
of the Journal, upon wbicb the average annual
lose bas been nearIy $700. lVhile your Committee
look upon this as a larger aura than would have
been required for the purpose bad the Journal
been properly patronized, .nnd rnuch largci' than
the fonds cf the, Board couldaffobrd, in justice to
its many other important objects; yet, ini view cf
.its advantages as. a medium for diseeminating the
best cf practical information_.eMonugst the indus-
trial classes, tbey cannet. for a moment think cf
recommending its discentintuance.

D " ring the puat year, tbe Secretary bas under-
taken the whole duty of editing and superintend-
ing it8 publication, without any additional remu-.
neration, by wbich means the. loss was much legs
on the last than on former Years; And by mean.s
cof etber changes already introduced, .wbile the
efficiencycf the Journal will be fully .sustained, it
is anticipated the, lees on its *publication for .1805
will be reduced te a.minimumn almount.

Yeur Committes desire te. record their apprecia.
tien cf the ouccea6ful, laboure. cf the 'Seoretary,


