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aelectea for the ViraL. place Le bce presonted, followed by tile farce IlTuru
111w Out." Mfr. Stubbing ahcwcd by lus marnnagemeint cf flic lIlsys pro.
ducod lat year his capabilities for the position cf staige manager. A stago
mnngor'e tak ia by no incaîrne aut en8y or a thnkfcîl oe, and the gentlemnan
who guiiled tlic six plicces wc eaw Itiat year acreas flic trutibled waters of
reheoarsal, rnuet bc eudowed with the rare gifla of liatience, îîers8uoranco, and
tact. Managero are lilce acters and poots, Ilborn, net nînado."

Tito Christmnas sale of Jalpaniese goodg at tlic auctio meunis cf Mr. R. 1).
Clarke, nttracted a crowd of huyers titis wPek. A tuenater miction nt the
lette reaidenco of «Mr Witt. Essen, on Miorris Sticet, aise wvaa wcll î)atreiiizid.
Many of our citizeus will fiînd their pockeis emewhavlt lightcr un îîcceurt of
these sales, 1 fauey, ani n great unany hicky people wiii goL petite very lrnnnd
Borne presauts freont Santa Clatis. Opinions vnry as te tho bargniii@, or trne
reverse, eue Inakes at 8aie. Once experiecilc inclines eue0 te beliove tlat
atteuding theni i8 fratiglit witlu dangerit and teniptstienq. Tira is cortainly
à meat enjcynble exciteinaent in bidding- fer and Bectiriug t> cevetec article,
but aomehcw wliu Urne bill corntes and Urne Irurchrases arrive, eute lins net tlic
saine feeling fer thora- net at ail.

.Aning the tîuingi; te notice titis weck tire the wintor furs aud costumes
the cod easp ferced the ladies tu dcit. Duaîs stili huld their uwn, ami alie
s ften scen as the cenifortable, althougli seîuewhint cluiny lueking'1 Coachu.
man's Cellar," thint is the reigning fnsliion. iglit-c~ilr furs atecin te ho tlîe
favorite, and seurne very beautiful fuîll, long, fawii-colured boas have beau
remarked in the tewn. Aatracan vies %vitlî sealakin ns sut outer garînehit, andi
beth are xnuch u8ed fer trirnininge. Long cluakst, fîur liuet, have n very
bandaorne cifeet. A great mauy of tiieso are en. Te lpi i rnsn
black, dark bIne, and varions celore, aud thcy arc a sî>leud id protuction frein
the celd. In colora we are guiug baçk tu utîr grîndutlrnutitr'a dîîys, and Uic
old shadea cf briglît blues and greens once more lippear in the aholie. If the
ladies weuld take the advice cf au unfaioinablo persen, nnd go back alsu
to using the Bof t whitc kuitte<l clcuds tliat have disaîîpeared lntely, they
weuld, I amn aure, find ruo mucre hacoining articles cf woar te t§wnthe thiri
pretty threata. Semai styles of tliese in former days juotly iveut by the
name cf Ilfascinatera."I

No dancea, ne public entertainînents, netliing 1 Wlîat de people il do
with themacoivas i After a calixi cernas the storni, so 1 expout by nnd by
there will be pleuty te wrrite about. At presant overybcdy seims te bo iii n
sert cf retiremnt, and tlîe quiet is oppressive. Tite churches will sean be
given over te the bianda cf the decerators, and ncxt %veek it is auppcsed wvc
ahaîll bc abie te sec what they -are geing te leok liko Chiristmas deceratiens
are nover as attractive as tlie Elster cnes, ns flic difficulty cf obtaining
flewera is insurrnountable. The spruce, twisted by artistic bauds into
varieus designa, makes a very goed showv in spiteocf thc wnnt cf frehil
bleeom, and 1 bolieye this year the church trinitminga are te be mocre graceful
and beautiful thtan over. Cuxas.

COMMvERCIAL.

The holiday seasen is new fairly uncu us, and, a ustial, forums an impor-
tant factor in temporarily diiîiiuisliing thre vol.umne cf trade. lu fact, busi-
noes will certainly be slack tilI after tie advcnt of tîme new ycar.

But bosides tîris îuattkr, whih is, cf course, cf anuual recurrence, ethar
influences bave bac! au unteward effect. Ileavy dowuftills of raiii have beau
nearly continueus, aud tho land is thoroughly saturatod. These rain aterine
bave eniy been breken two cr throo tintecs by shext pcricd.s-iuerely a d.îy
or twe at a tirne-of sharp) freat, wiricli have suddouly ccngealed tie uîud
wbich the rain lad mado in the ruade. Thus Urne transportation over Uthe
country districts of ail kinds cf goods bas bct.n rendomed practicdlly iîrrjus-
sible, and the time cf the delivery cf purcliascd or emdered gods a1 iaLter cf
cenjecture.

The retail shcps have beau deing very well in the sale cf Ilamall" and
"fancy " wares, which are spccially called fer at this seasen as presents in

faruilies and between friands. NIost city dealers in these linos report Uie
bu8iness better, mocre brisk and moe prefitablo thon ever bafere.

Rernittances, sitheugli cemplaiuod cf in senne quartera, have, un the
whele, shewn imprevemnt, thongh in semne instances cu8teiners bave been
prcvokingly careicas in pmetectiîîg their enewal nutes, and have aven gene
the length cf insinuating that they ilid uL care wvhother they woe sued or net.

Fer seome ime previeus te 1884, a firm cf genemral marchants, Messa.
MeAlpine & O'Teele, woe dcing business in Louisburg, C. B. Iu January
ef that year Lhey got iute diffieulties and aSSignIed te Melosr. Chipuisu lire.
thora, cf titis city. Their liabilities were thon about $4,500, and msseLs
doubtfuh. Shortly afterwards, the junior member of the firm, Mm. P.
O'Tcole, miade arrangements with Messrs. A. & W. Smith, cf this city,
wheoby Mr. McAlpine rctimed frernt aIl cennectien with thîe concemu, and
Mr. O'loole carried on the business for the henefit cf ail intercstod. Witlîiu
te shcrt apace cf es titan five yoars Mm. O'Ioole lias, by hie able and rare-

fui management, euccedcd in extricating the bu.inosa front aIl ifs difficulties.
Ho waa in tewn this weck and paid off ail the debts cf flica oIc firmn %vitli
interet Iksidcs deing titis ho has built up n splendid trade, a~nd liai n io
stecked stere ail paid fer. Ris credit is, cf course, fuliy equal te Anything
titat he may want for the continucd successful presecutien cf bis business.
It is wcrthy cf note thaât Mr. O'Toolo is evur fif*ty years u.f cge. Most mcu
would have hacked the pick te cttempt, nt lits trii of lifio, te resiiscitute a
baukrupt busititas, aud nui ,rl tu î>aý tff -%ai ima' .iltî, b~ut .îl, tu
ineet current expense, and croate a flourishing business within fivu years.

On te other lIIIn, briL for trne lininly assistance, support and crediL
givoîî by brassas. A%. & W. Smuithî, it wcîld have heeti illlipossible fer Mr.
O'Toole te have carried ent lhis bonet inteution cf paying up in fuîll, If
creilitora gcuemally linu more censidmatirn for uufertinuatc, but not rerally
tdilrnollest, dehîcas, lem lus woîîld in ii îny cases bcesuetaineui. The idoa cf
aitting on n niai whicn lue la îiowîî ad giving hîiîî ne chance Le rceverlîînî.
self is wroîig lu evemy point cf view.

llraolètrccl'8t report cf tîre wcek's failumes:
Week Prêv. WVeckg correilbotîîîllug to

lice. I1 week ,- Der-1) 1.1.-.. Vs'Ilîire for tho yenr to ilote.
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tTuîited Stateig.. «îou 2j.1 1_53 212 2111 9,748 1.).230 D.ff 10.7:11
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Teo follcwiug are the Assignuionta iiid BUtittrea Changes iu titi 1>1w
viuîee huiritig- tlue pat week :,T. P. Cîtapîrni & Co., Kiîtville, (lîsselved,
lletcy Lovott, hisities countiuiil by Joit 1). Ciapinan anîm P. le. Lloyd,
uundoer tume clii nirne ; C. WV. Ktîowles, putblishier, WVindsor, seld cuit the
IVls,,iiir Tribune te Itov. S. McCuhfly Black; Fted. Hl. Paurker, getul. store,
Aylesferd, N. S,, elfering te cotrnîproniseo nt 25ce. cri $ ; A. W. Brown &Ç
Bres., plîîitîg nail], Springlîill, N. S., assiguemi te F. B. Rehb ; P. J. Chie-
11oin1, clethinig, ute., I'muro, Nova Sceoti, eolti out ; Drysdlcl lires.
& Cri , Newî Olattgcw, Nova> Scotii>, dissolveil, Gordonî Dryadanle withdraws,
husinesas ccntititaui hy Rubt. Dicksun tuudar the eid naine ; Il. B. WVard,
juuwcllar, Cuning, assigmieu te A. e. OCikin in trust fer bonefit cf crediteri,;;
liicl NIcf)onld, ].inwood, Antigoinh Cu., consenît Lu Aunie NfcI)onalul te
(Io business in lier owîî usine , Titus. G. Duindas, Grinuard, Antigonish Ce.,
assigned te leîîry IL McCtirqly lu trust for bent.fit cf creditora ; Il. Nlclay
& Co., goul. store, flnddlck, N. S., dissolvad, hlodloy MicKay retires, huai.
nes coutinuie. hy I. J. Mcl'ay & Eveu INcAakill under thc od narne.

Bi Gous.-Durinig the pist %ekl thîis tmade bias beu remarkably dii.
NV'hoiesilo hises hlave implruved tua lei.iuro cppcrtuuity thus affordel by
devcting thiair timo te stock-taking. Tito result cf tlîis îrcess lias beau Le
show-as ai tumber cf leading housas say-th st the stocks on hand are
lighter thiaunat amy former pericd lu the history of tîîe trade. This is, hew.-
ever, due te twe causes, a more censervative feeling nuieug dealers cnd the
fscility ithU wiicidepletadïstocksceaube replenishad frem the produciug points
at vcry short netico. If ivo huave a ceid apell with plenty cf suew it will
hî.lp country decalems te roduce thîcir supplies. Ne change lina eccurred in
cetton geeda, but semao dealers look fer a slight advaeco in iiil prices. On
m~ie othor bîand ruiots are rif'n tiwt there lsaoeady cultig betweea %oerneo
the lcadirng nîillas. IL is impossible te recoucile thiese ceuflietiug stateniantsa.
Thîcre la a eteudier feiîîg in weelleîî geeds ciuead by the late appreci.îtien
in tht' price of Uic raw matcri lu vich, iL is centonded, mxuet iead Le an
advance lu tao nianufactureul geeda it ne distant day.

IesN, HIARDWARE &Nt) MIETALs.-The trade in iren and hardware lias
bcen quiet as usual et Luis Lime of the ycam and littie or notlîing la deing.
S'ecks cf pig iren thîreughcut Canadat arc idarate and prices are weli
sustaineti, whîile lu ether descriptions cf heavy gaedi there huas beau ne
quetable change. Warrants la Glasgow arc cabemi at 41s. 10d., %iidiles-
bercugh No. 3 fcundry iren 33,1. 9J ; loto London cables are -- « Spet fin
£98 10a.; do. tlîree mentlîs futures £99 10j.; mnarket quiet. Chili bars,
spot, £77 10a., de. futures, £78; G. M. B3. copper, spot, £77 103.; de.
futures £78; mark3t quiiet. Soft Spauish leami, £12 15s." Philadoîphia-
"Tho ircu market la quiet. Titoe Penusylvaula railread will seen erclar a
large number cf cams anti matorial and twe or three railway cotripanies ivili
bc in te mnarket for rlhing stock in J.anuary. Lirge slîip inaterial erdors
wiîi ho lacemi about Lte saine Litne. Enqixiries are in roceipt frein bridge-
huiilders andi au ci-;e wiuter dern i8 inmminent: Pipas aud' tubes are
duit. 2%uck bars are weak. Mlurcitant bats are quiet but nu ceutes-ieus
arc effoec in view cf the hèavy orders oxpectemi next mentit. MeNlrchiant enteel
titilla continue busy. Shieet iran i8 quiet. Pi- iron production continues
licavy altlioug thero ia ne accumnulatien cf stock. Forge, fotindry and
bessorner irons are al8treng. Stoul hîcetus an'billots arc active."

Bul.îaTu.rrs-Iufleur bu.4iness romýiains without iiiiprcvemont, trado
haing quiet Linder a vamy liinitod dcîuand. BEorhuhîiiii*i cabie sayas
"lCarges cff coast-wliont a tnmnt dearor; cerni îstady. Carges con passage
andi fer sihiî,-unt-wlhcat 8troxtg ; corn quiet. Liverprool .viient, spot,
firmer; corn, do., 8tecdy. ýVtmtthar in England, liard frost. Arneric;in
iiiixed mnaizo ex 8ii 23s. 9d. ; MýiuneapoIis st-aiglit fleur 26s. Gd. Ornuifomnia
ivlbeat iri nt 78. 1 Id. Decoînheor; 7s. 1l d. Jauuary; 8..Fehmuary ; Sa. Udc.
Marcb, April amnd May. Mýixemd muaize irîner at 4s. 5frjd. Decenther ; *Is. 3id.
Jcnuamy , 4s. 5.îd. Jauary new. Engiish country mtarkets Vimm. Frenchi
country marmkets etcady. Wieat in Paris firmi foeur irrn et 39s. Dacember,
39a. GI. January. Antwerp) spot wheat firmn. Tito Mark Lanc Expregs, iit
it.s wcm.,kly mevicîv of the grain trado, sayï; - Good dry English ivlicats have
niaintained prices, brut the hmîlk ef the efi'erings iii cf poor quaflty aud lias
falîcu la. No'w wlicat, niixcd geod fereigri, lias dreppomi 6d. Fleur is
dificuit toeultd, thu milduesa cf the ;veather, the abundauce of vegetabtes, and
tho faîl iu the price cf putatees lirniting the comsimptiou cf hread. Fereign
wheat la depresso'!, Russian bas duchiued le., nnd Califernian Gd.; Indian
la steady. Liverpool records a fall cf 2d. lper cantli on Aineriuan white and
Russicu mcd whoats, and Id. par cental on Indian. At ueo-day'8 mnarket
Euglisit îvheats ivere fimmar ; femeign tvhîeats wveme stoady. Cern îvas quiet."
[haro was a docidadly àtrong toueo tu the Chicango wiicat mîarket et the open-
ing, but later a weak feeling set in, cnd prices fol! cff. Late quotations wvero
S1.0Gg January, i 1.11.1 May. Cern was quiet but firmu, an'! ntovcd up &c.,
except fur May, %vliicti ocsed off bc. Quctationii wero . 34Îc. Jcmunry ;
35. c. Feobruary;- 37îc. Mny. Oats were about ateady nt 264Je. Janucry i
29ec. May. At fluc aeoimd whiaat vas istronger and improeaî qoinewhat.
'liern was aise a streug tenu te te Troledo aumi Milwauikee markets. Tito
twor.d'3. whttat îrupply iua Slow Le rt:gardcd ls ailuîiot 1 îm is uatibke, for Inf
thit crep faîha blhort in oue, Lwc, er Lliro cornera cf the oenrtiî, iL le balaaced


