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selected for the first pieco to Lo presented, followed by tho farco * Turn
Him Out.” Mr. Stubbing showed by his managoment of the playa pro-
ducod last year his capabilitics for the position of stage manager, A slage
manager's task is by no nicans an easy or a thankful oue, and the gentlemun
who guidod tho six picces wo saw last year across the troubled waters of
rohoarsal, must bo ondowed with the rare gifts of patienco, perssvoranco, and
tact, Managors are liko actors aud poots, * born, not mado.”

The Christinns salo of Japaneso goods at tho auction rooms of Mr, IR. D.
Clarko, attracted a crowd of buyors this week, A monster auction at tho
Inte rosidence of Mr Wm. Esson, on Morris Sticol, also was well patronized.
Many of our citizens will find their pockets somowhat lighter on account of
these sales, I fancy, and a great many lucky peoplo will got rome very hand
somo presents from Santa Claus,  Opiniona vary as to the bargaing, or the
rovorse, ouo mskes at snles, One’s oxperivnce inelines ono to beliovo that
attending them is fraught with dangers and temptations. Thero is certainly
a most enjoynble excitement in bidding for and securing n coveted article,
but somehow when the bill comoes and tho purchuses arrive, one has not the
same feeling for thom— not at all.

Among tho things to notico this week are tho wintor furs and costumes
the cold snap forced the ladies to don. Duus still hold their vwn, and ato
as ofton soen as tho comfortable, although somewhat clumsy luoking ¢ Coach.
man's Collar,” that is the reigning fashion. Light-culur furs seom to bo the
favorite, and somo vory boeautiful full, long, fawn-colured boas have boen
romarked in tho town. Aastracan vies with sealskin as an outer garment, and
both aro much used for trimmings. Loug cloaks, fur lined, have a very
handsome effect. A groat many of theso are scen.  They appear in crimson,
black, dark blue, and various colors, and they aro a splendid protection from
the cold. In colors wo aro guing back tu vur grandmother’s days, and the
old shades of bright blues ana greens once more appear in the shops. If the
ladies would take the advice of an unfashivnable person, and go back alsv
to using the soft white knitted clouds that have disappeared lately, thoy
would, I am sure, find no more becoming articles of wear to swathe their
pretty throats. Somo styles of theso in former days justly wont by the
name of “ fascinators.”

No dances, no public entertsinments, nothing ! What do people all do
with themselves? After a calm comes the storm, so I expoct by and by
there will bo plonty to write about, At present overybody seems to bo in a
sort of retirement, and the quiet is opprossive. The churches will soon be
given over to the hands of the decorators, and next weck 1t 18 supposed wo
shall be able to ses what they are going to look lika  Christmas decorations
are never as atiractive s tho Easter ones, as the difficulty of obtaining
flowers is insurmountable. The spruco, twisted by artistic hands into
various designs, makes a very good show in spite of the want of fresh
bloom, and I bolioye this year the church trimmings are to be more graceful
and beautiful than ever. Cutrs,
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The holiday season is now fairly unon us, and, &s usual, forms an impor-
tant factor in tempurarily diminishing tho volume of trade. In fact, busi-
ness will cortainly be slack till after the advent of the new year.

But besides this matter, whieh is, of course, of anuual recurrence, other
influences have had an untoward effect. Heavy downfulls of raiu have baen
nearly continuous, and the land is thoroughly saturated. Theso rain storme
bave only been broken two or three times by short periods—merely a day
or two at a time—of sharp frost, which have suddouly congealed the mud
which the rain had made in the rvads., Thus the transpurtation over the
couptry districts of all kinds of goods has been rendored practically impus-
sible, and the time of the delivery of purchased or ordered guods a matter of
conjecture,

The retail shops have been doing very well in tho sale of “small” and
“ fancy”’ wares, which aro specially called for at this season as presents in
families and belween friends. Most city dealers in these lines report the
business better, more brisk and more profitable than ever boefore.

Remittances, although complained of in somo quarters, have, vn the
whole, shown improvement, though in some instances customers have been
provokingly careless in protecting their renewal notes, and have even gone
tho length of insinuating that they did not care whether they were sued or not.

For some timo provious to 1884, a firm of general merchants, Messts.
McAlpine & O'Toole, were doing business in Louisburg, C. B. In January
of that year thoy got into difficulties and assigned to Moszsrs. Chipman Iro-
thers, of this ¢ity. Their liabilitics were then about $4,500, and assets
doubtful. Shortly afterwards, the junior member of the firm, Mr, P,
O'Toole, made arrangements with Messrs. A. & W. Smith, of this city,
whereby Mr. McAlpine retired from all connection with the concern, and
Mr, O'Toola carried on the business for tho benefit of all interested. Within
the short space of less than five years Mr. O'Toolo has, by hws able and care-
ful managemeont, succeeded in extricating the bucinoss from all its difficultics.
He was in town this wock and paid off all tho debts of tho old firm with
interest, Besides doing this ho has built up asplendid trade, and has a woll
stocked store all paid for, His credit is, of courso, fully equal to anything
that ho may want for tho continued successful prosccution of his business.
It is worthy of note that Mr. O'Toole is over fifty years of age. Most men
would havo lacked the pluck to attempt, at s timo of life, to resuscitute a
bankrupt business, and pot ooly to pay off aid pust itabilities, Lut alsv to
meet current oxpensce, and creato a flourishing business within fivo years.

On tho othoer hand, but for the timely assistance, support and crodit
given by Meesrs. A. & WV, Smith, it would havo boon impossible for Mr.
O'Toule to havo carriod out his honest inteution of paying up in full, If
croditors gonorally had moro considoration for unfortunate, hut not renlly
dishouest, dobtors, leas loss would in many cases bo sustained. Tho idoa of
sitling on a man when ho is down and giving him no chanco to recover him-
sclf is wrong in ovory point of view.

Brardstreet's report of tho week's failures:

Week Irev, Weeks correaponding to

Dee. 11 week, ———=Dee 14— Failures for the year to date,
1888 1888 1887 1880 1885 1838 1887 1880 1885
Tnited Statea.. 300 273 fU) 202 214 0,748 0,230 0,401 10,734
Cannda,ooe., 38 Ki} J6 K3 10 1,639 1,238 1,130 1,212

. Tho following aro the Assignmonts aid Business Changes in this Pro-
vince during the pnst week :—J. P. Chapman & Co., Kontville, dissolved,
Honey Lovelt, business coutinued Ly John P, Chapman and P. B, Lloyd,
undor tho old name; C. W. Knowles, publisher, Windsor, sold out tho
Windsor Tribune to Rav, S. McCully Black; Frod, IL, Parker, genl. storo,
Aylesford, N, S, offoring to compromise at 25e. on §; A. W. Brown &
Bros., planing mill, Springhill, N, S., nssigned to F. B. Robb; P. J. Chis-
holm, clothing, ote, Truro, Nova Scotin, sold out; Drysdalo Bros,
& Co, Now Glasgow, Nova Scotia, dissolved, Gordon Drysdalo withdraws,
busincss continwed by Rubt, Dicksun under tho old name; I[. B. Ward,
joweller, Cnuning, assigned to A. E. Calkin in trust for benefit of croditors ;
Daniel McDonald, Linwood, Antigonish Co., consont to Annie McDonald to
do business in hor own name, Thos. G. Dundas, Grinnard, Antigenish Co.,
assigued to Henry I, McCurdy it trust fur bonefit of creditors; H. McKay
& Co., gonl. store, Baddeck, N. S., dissvlved, Hedloy McKay rotires, busi-
ness continuel by R. J. McKay & Ewon MeAskill under the old namo.

Dy Gouups.—During the pist weok this trade has boen romarkably dull,
Wholessle houses iave improved the leisure opportumity thus afforded by
dovoting their timo to stock-taking. Tho result of this process has beon to
show--as n zumber of leading houses say—thit tho stocks on hand are
lighter than at any foraer period in the history of the trado, This is, how-
cver, duo to two causos, a moro conservativo fesling amoug deslors and the
facility with which deploted stuckscan be replenishod fromthe producing points
at vory short notieo.  If we havo a cold spell with plenty of snow it will
help country doalors to reduco thoir supplics. No change has occurred in
cotton goods, but some dealors look for a slight advanco ie mill prices. On
tito other hand rumors aro vifa that thero is steady cutting botween some of
the Jeading mills. It is impossible to reconcilo theso conflicting statomonts.
There i3 a etoadier feeling in woollen goods eaused by the late appreciation
in the price of the raw materisl which, it is contended, must lead to an
advauce in the mavufactured goods at no distant day.

Iroy, Havoware axp MeTaLs.—The trade in iron and hardware has
beon quiet as usual at this timu of the year and littlo or nothing is doing.
Stocks of pig iron throughout Canada are moderato and prices aro woll
sustained, whilo in other descriptions of heavy goods there has boon no
quotablo change.  Warrants in Glasgow are cabled at 41s. 10d., Middlos-
borough No. 3 foundry iron 33s. 94 ; late London cables are :—*‘ Spot tin
£98 10a.; do. three months futures .£99 10s.; market quiet: Chili bars,
spot, £77 103, do. futures, £78; G. M. B, copper, spot, £77 10s.; do.
futures .£78; markst quiet. Soft Spanish lead, £13 153" Philadelphin—
‘“The iron market is quiet. The Pennsylvania railroad will soon order a
largo number of cars and material and two or three railway companies will
bo 1n tho market for rolling stock in January., Large ship material orders
wili Lo placod about the same time. Enquiries are in recoipt from bridgo-
builders and an actizo winter domand is 1mminent: Pipes and tubes are
dull.  Muck barsare weak. Morchant bars ave quict but no concessions
are offored in view of tho heavy orders oxpected next mouth. Morchant stocl
mills cuntinue busy. Sheet iron is quiet. Pig iron production continues
heavy although there is no accumulation of stock. Forge, foundry and
bessemer irons aro all strong.  Stocl blooms and billets aroe active.”

Bueavsturrs,—In flour business remains without improvemont, trade
being uiet under a very limited demand. Beorbohm's cable says:.—
“ Cargoves off’ coast—wheat a turn doarer ; corn steady. Cargoes on passage
and for shipment—whoat strung ; corn quiet. Livorpool: wheat, spot,
firmer ; corn, do., steady. Wuather in England, hard frost. American
mixed maizo ox ship 23s. 94. ; Minneapolis stmaight flour 26s. Gd. California
wheat firm at 78, 11d. Decomber ; 7s. 113d. January ; 8s. February ; 8s. 14d.,
March, April and May., Mixed maize firmer at 4s. 53d. December ; 4s. 34d.
January , 4s. 53d. January now. Inglish country wmarkets firm.  Fronch
country markots steady. Wheat in Paris firm ; flour firm at 39s. Decombor,
39s. Gd. January. Antwerp sput whoat fitm. Tho Mark Lanc Ecpress, in
its weekly roview of the grain tradv, says: * Good dry English wheats havo
maintained prices, but the bulk of the offurings is of poor quality and has
fallen 1s.  New wheat, mixed gcod foreign, has dropped 6d1. Flour is
difficult to sell, the milduess of the weather, the abundance of vogetables, and
tho fall in the prico of putatoes limiting tho consumnption of bread. Forcign
whoat is depressed ; Russian has declined ls., and Californian 6d.; Indian
is steady. Liverpool records a fall of 2d. per contal on Awsrican white and
Russian red wheats, and 1d. per coental on Indian. At to-day’s market
Euglish wheats woro flrmer ; foreign wheats woere steady. Corn was quiet.”
Thero was a dacidedly strong toue to the Chicago wheat market at the open-
ing, but later a woak feoling sot in, and prices fel! off.  Late quotations were
$1.062 January ; 81.11} May. Corn was quiet but firm, and moyed up jc.,
excopt fur May, which eased off 3c. Quotations weoro: 343c. Jonuary ;
35}c. Fobruary ; 373c. May. Oats were about steady at 26}e. January ;
29gc. May. At the scaboard whoat was strunger and nproved somowhat.
There was also a strong tone to the Toledo and Milwaukeo markots. Tho
worud's wheat supply ey now be regarded ns aumost 1nexhaustibie, fur if
thn crop fails short in one, two, o- threo cornors of the ecerth, it is balanced



