Jouy 7, 1874.]

TIIE VOLUNTEER REVIEW.

323

signs of tho times were to be loolked for, if
anywhere, Tho interrogation of Earl Rus.
sell in the [Touse of Lords, and the .«ply of
the Foreign Minister, have fully justitied
our remarks. It is certain now that the
sction of tho British. Government would te
prompt and decisive in defenco of our treaty
rights and duties, if events at which Lord
Derby some what darkly hinted, demund
our interference. Whotlher such events are
likaly to occur is altogether another ques
tion; but in the opinion of the roreign
Oflice, tho peaco of Lurope is very far from
being assured for many years to come.
That, at least, is & fuct to be seriously notic
ed, if not anxiously criticised.

The firat reflection that it suggests is the
probabililty that the next conflict in Europe
will affect even greater interests than the
Jast,and be spread over a much wider area,
It is certain that France will again. of her
own free will, encounter the power of Ger-
nany swgle-handed, and it 18 not less cer-
tain that her alliance, with Austria for ex:
ample, would bring Russiz into the field
against th latter Power. But Austrin Jkeeps
tiie key of Constantinople,and in this direc-
tion, if not in that of Belgium by the action
of France, or of Luxembourg by the action
of Germany, our own interests would be
directly menaced.

No one, so far a3 wg can learn, doubts the
perfect good faith of the Emperor is only
one Power in the State, andt he Old Russian
party can always show a bold front, and
flash in tho face of the Russian peoplé the
will of "eter the Great and the achievements
of Catherine. But therois evena greater
power than that of the Old Russian party, or
the Czar.  The march of events is indep
ent of both; and we mast give Prince Gort.
schakolYthe credit of having plainly signified
asmuch to our late Minister for Foreign
Affiits.  *“*We have no intention.” said the
Prince, of attackiug the Turcomans, and
shall be happy to preserve amicable relations
with them if they will only keep the peace
and allow our earavans to cross their terri
tory without molestation;” and then ho
planly adds that the Eist Indian Govern-
ment must share in the responsibility of
keeping the unruly Khans ol Central Asia
quiet. That * manifest destiug™ which has
made Eugland and Russia the joint arbitra.
tors of the whole Eastcrn world may there-
foro at any time serijusly compromise the
n-ilnlions o’ these two great Iowers to cach
other.

Tho repudiation of the Bluck Sea Treaty
and the annexauion of Xhiea are recent
instances in pownt, proving that the ad.anted
honesty of tho Czar weighs but as a feather
inthe scale against “manifestdestiny” whea

the opportunity occurs to advance the traw. jtoiuspect Wounich Arsen.d, avery gencrad

t:onal policy of Russis. Jake thatof the
Church of Rome, it cannot really be changed
by events, though the statesmen who shape
it to particular ends may bo hko the wary
mariner who steers his ship nd trnims tus
s2ils to catch a favouring breeze. The law
of Russia’s politicat existence 1s ** progress,”
and thero 18 no counteracung law of natwio
to fix the houts of her expansion, unut she
reaches tho confines of our own moro advan-
ced civilisation. It is simply not possible
that the serm barbarous Kbanates of Central
Asia_should remaimn in a stato of quiescent
indifference between two such gigantic poli-
Jtical forces as thoso of England nnd Russa.
Itis cqually impossible that a land locked
Empure, with the vast extent and natural
fesources of Russia, should be for ever pre-
seated from gaiming access to the ocean,
ese two Llnngs—perpelual progress so
loog ag there shall remain a barbarous fron:
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tier, and perpotual striving for the free ex !

pansion of her own resources—are as tho
tieart and lungs of the Northern Colossus ,
and ¢ manifest dostiny,” wo may rely upon
it, will siveep away hiko gossamer the subtle
diplomatic thieads watch threatea them '
with strangulation.

It thus appears that both from the
European and the Aswtic point of view,
thete is reason for anxiety for the future,
and, at the present moment, when we have
the Czar in Lugland and or ny Gove wneut
1 oflice, wo are natwally woxivus (o fiear
whetlhier the opportunity will ba tuined 1p
account in the interests of future pnace,
No great Power ought henceforth to *drun
into war. When certin State inter sts are
manifestly incompatitle, it is the duty o
those who are entrusted with the cunduct
and guardianshup of them to arrange the
conditions of their futur existence. Tuw
The first step to the dscovery of the ueades
gircad: in such a easo is the frank admission
of the necessitics ¢n either sido  When
these are clearly defined, the solution of
the problem plainly lies witlhin the limits o!
veason.—Broad Arrut.

THE CZAR AXND THE ARMY,

Although our Imperial visitor bas express:
ed a wish that his sojourn in this countiy
should be considered of a private nature,
and that he should therefore be spared
taking part in the festivities which, under
ordinary circumstanceg, would have been
organized to celebrato the vresence in this
country of the Czar of all the Russias, yet
there is n very general wish on che part of
the English public to give a cordml wel-
como to the father of our new Princess, as
also is there a desire on the part of the
Czar to mect tho people in places of public
resort. But tha Czir has very property and
naturally chosen his own oppostunities.
The private nature of hirs present wisic has
given bim licence to chooso his own par-
suitg, and while, therefore, he resigns hun-
self to bo the centre of ohserration of as
many dwellers in Londou as ¢-re to gazeon
him, yet Ins public app arances will be
chiefly at places to which he has gone in the
indulgence of lus own persounal tastes.
Thus, the Albert IIall and tuo Crystal
Palace, our two great musical institutions
will bo honoured with the piesence of our
august visitor, while the Ar , aud all that
relates toit, will be made b special sub-
ject of inspection and inquiry Ly tie @zar
during his tuief visit.

When, some time since, it becimo koown
that the Czir would be hkoly to visit Alder
suot, to Le present at a sliaa iight of Brit.sh
troops, to sco our Actillery on parade, and

fecling arose tuat the itctle nulitasy show we
had to offor cuald 1t .oailly Lagaess His
Mijesty, and tiit the mesgre furce that we
could throw iute the ficld wiull seem to
him rhliculous wlhea compued with tho
great masses of men Lie has been acouston!
ed to review in Lis own counity and the
hugo army thai b asseabled lo Gocaany
to do him honour on Lia ro.d hitisr.  Lat,
in point of fact, 0 Lur from E.zl.ad baving
any c.uso to bo ashamed of hes Army, slie
not only may congsatulato hersclf on its
practical cflicie. .y, but mwy rest nssured
it the Emperor ot Russsia will nat bie led
away by mere appeatances, but will appre-
ciate at its v.lue n highly organized, if not
a numericaily strung, militwy foree, into
which culistment is volantary and in whiclh
forced scivico is unknown. With us the
Army is practically a trade . the rec uiting

sergeant has toenter the labourmarket an<
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bl nguust the more hiberal offers of the
cmployers of civil lubour.  Fhat ho suct
ceads at Wl is a rem akable fact, but that Lo
suceerds a0 well speaks highly for the
adiinwustration  of miditary affiirs in this
cuuatry.  As labourers solliers are not o
remnuerative investineat, even at the prico
wo pay for men. A cwil labourer,although,
perhaps, he may receive five, or six, or
seven stullings a day, earns tho maney with
ahico lus cinployers pay him.  The soldier,
nawever, atthough he does Ins work, brings
10 moncy back 1nto the Exchieyuer to pro
vale for his maintenance. Jtis not to be
womdered at, then, thit the British soldier
& the most expensive lighting machine in
cZurope, for whereas abroad people nre
arced 10 serve in the Army, whether they
hko 1t or net, with us the Army is only
wlopted as a profession by tho:e who are at.
rasted Lo 1t wy the advantages the S:ryice
iohds out aid the permanent beuelits it on-
tatls, Fiom this point of view—and the
Ewmperor of Russia is too practical a soldier
t takeauy other—the®Eoglish Army is al-
wgether a unyue force.  Numerically weak
&L may be, butitis capable of expansion as
acceessities may arise, and it is supported
moreover by an auxiliary sorce which itself
s quite it to stand side by side with the
-najority of foreign battalions,  Indeed, the
slintin as a campaigning force is most valu-
thle, and has proved 1ts powers of endur*
e 10 the autumn mangeuvees in which it
s been employed.

It is not only on the parade ground at
Aldershot, that tha Emperor purposes to
nko his acquaintance with the English
Army. Tae Artillery Reyiew at Woolwich,
2ven as as how of numerical strength,will be
v remarkable event. Our Artillery is un-
loubtedly, in point of cquipment and gen®
cral rttention to all matters of detail, 1he
most highly organizad in Europe ; but, that
1t shoul:l bo gathered insuch force as it will
vo on Thursday next, ssust prove to tho
->zar that, alth’o our infuntry, the battalions
of which miay be considered as mere frames,
to be fitled in as necessities nrise, mike no
greatshow, our Arctillery, which cannot by
30 hastily sugmented, is kept at a consider
able establishment, and that our Onluance
Corps are quite up to the Continental
standand, both in efliciency and relative
strength.

f wo conmpare tho reviews of this week
wtth tuuse waich the Emperor of Russia has
cecently witnessed, the comparnison must
shuw var Arnty 1o be an excessively small
Jne.  Bat the corps His Mijesty twill see in
Sugiaad, are not ot the samo kit as thoso
a0 fias lelt bebind him on the other sidoof
tho Caauncl. The materiat of the two
wises not vuly dullers, but the conditions of
seLvice are Al vanance ia every respect. Un
Jie Conuaent, in couutnies wbere tho cone
scription eXists, the dumv is always practi-
cally on a war fouting. \Wah us,in awe of
gnace, it issimply a nucleus, on which to
wnn afurce of any stiength tho cvuntry
a1y tegqace. Tho worst aiarists caauuy
argo luat tho machiucry we pussess for
auditary organisations is ineflicient; and,
chile this is 53, we have nothing enther to
Jush for or tu fear. Itis, morcover, said
that an army can Lo had at any timo for
aney. We possess, then, not only the
means L0 obtain one, but the men to Gl iy,
and it is & great question, whether in tune
Jf real necessity wo shoald not stitlmantain
Jdio exceptional credit of being tho oniy
country where tho cunsciiption is unknown,
and that patriotism sould not fill the ranks
withont our having to recur to a system of
forced enlistment.—DBroad Arrow,



