THRE CHURCH

upon Missionaries with rather a hostile
fecling. At an early date, however, in
the present century, the attention of
British Christians was turned to this
Island, and a Missionary was sent forth
who died before reaching his destination.
In 1818 the London Missionary Society
sent forth its first Misgionaries, who,
shortly after landing, were prostrated
with a dreaded fever prevalont on the
coast, and all with one exception died.
The only survivor commenced his lab-
ours after regaining strength, and opened
aschool with but three pupils.  Such
was the small beginning of the Mission
in Madagascar 50 years ago. The King
who reigned at this time was very
favourable to the Missionaries and gave
them every encouriagement in the pro-
motion of cducation, and hence in a
short time the one school had increased
to 32, and the scholars from 3 to 4,000.
At the death of this King, however, he
was succeeded by one of his wives, ade-
voted lover of idols, and hence was not
favourable to the cause of Christianity.
She soon showed her deep hatred of the
gospel, and with a view of checking its
progress, prohibited any pupils of the
mission schools to be baptized or receive
the Lord’s Supper, and this prolibition
was soon after extended to the whole
pwople.  This restriction, however, only
served to stimulate the Christians, and
the converts were constantly increased.
The bigoted heather: and 1dol keepers
noticing this their ire was stirred up, and
every means were employed to incite the
Queen against them. By some measure
alist of the places of meeting and of the
number baptized was obtained, and she
eing astonished and enraged at the
areat progress they were making, de-
clared that she would put a stop toit by
the shedding of blood. At once the
people and misstonaries were apprized
of her intention, and consternation and
alarm seized them.  Dark were the days
that soon followed, and heavy were the
trials which they had to endure. They
were forbidden to meet on Sabbath for
worship, and were ordered to deliver up
all their Christian books. Persccution
now raged with great violence, until at
length Dblood was spilled, and a young
woman was honoured to be the first mar-
tvr for the cause of Christ on the Island
of Madagascar. Speared to death in

OF S8COTLAND. 91
the act of prayer, she nobly gave up her
life for Him whose cause she dearly es-:
poused, and on the spot whera her blood
was shed now stands a beautiful church
with a handsome spire. Torture was
now freely applied to others, many
endured fearful sufferings, some escaped
from the Island to England, wherve they
excited sympathy, many were pat to
death and some rveduced to slavery.
Notwithstanding, however, these trials,
some contrived to meet on some moun-
tain top or in some lonely cave and
there worship the true God, and even
amid these dark times, accessions were
made to Christianity from the ranks of
heathendom.

In 1849 the persecution burst forth
with increased vigor. Great numbers
were arrested, and about two thousand
condemned to lesser though severer
punishments. Some were conducted to
the top of a lofty precipice and were
taken one by one and pushed, rolled,
and kicked over a slope about 60 feet in
height. Their bodies were then placed
in one pile and buried.  After this fear-
ful persecution, however, though sub-
Jjected to frequent trials, the Christians
enjoyed a measure of repose, when in
1861 the good hand of God was seen.
‘The queen, who had been relentless in
her bitter opposition and persecutions
in that year died, and thus closed the
martyr age in the history of the Mada-
gascar Mission.

After the queen’s death she was suc-
ceeded by King Radama, who though
not a Christian, favoured Christianity,
and the cruel sentences put into execu-
tion during the queen’s reign were now
no longer thonght of. Additional labour-
ers arrived to cultivate the vineyard,
large congregations were formed, and
the gospel message carried to surrounding
villages.

A proposal was soon made to erect
memorial churches on the spot where
the martyrs suffered, and was nobly
responded to in England, the sum of
£18,000 being raised. The King readily
eranted free sites for these churches, and
placed no hindrance in the way to re-
tard the spread of Christianity. Ilis,
reign, however, was of short duration.
A revolution breaking outin the capital,
he was assassinated, and succeeded by
bis wife, who gave the samwe religious-



