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upon Mssionaries wvitlî ratîter a hostile
feelingy. At an early date, hoIvcver, in
tlie present century, the attenîtion of
Britishi Chiristins ;vis turned to thi%
Island, and a Missionary waq sent forth
whîo <lied before reaehing lus destination.
in 181.8 the Londfon M.Ni-iîoniary Soeietyeent fortit its firs-t Missioîîaries, who,
shiortly aller landing, Iverc prostrated.
witli a drea<led fever prevalaL.t on tire
eoast, ani .I wit orle exception died.
Tie only stîrvivor coinrneneed his lab-
ours after rega.iing istrengtli, and opened
a schlooi wvith but tlîree pupils. Stuch
waq tlie sinall beginning oftl ?th issioti
in Madagasear 50 yeat-; ago. Thie King
whio rei ' ned at tibis tinie w'as very
fàavoîîrable to the llisionarie-q andi gave
theni every cncoîîragenient ini tire pro-
motion ot' edlieation1, and hence 11i a1
short tinie the one school haci increased
to 32, antI tire sehiolars froin 3 to 4,000.
At thie deathi of thiis Kin--, liowcver, lie
was succeeded bv orle of his ivives,, a de-
voted lover of' idols, and hence %vas îîot
favourable to thre eause of Clîristianiiti,.
She soon sho'ved lier deep hatred of' tire
gos, ýpel, and wvitl a, view of' elieeking its
progresq, proliibited any pupils of' tire
missioni sehlools to lie biptizcd or receive
die Lord's Supper, andI thiis prohiibition
was- soon aller extcnded to the whiole
paple. Tis restriction, lioivever, onh'
served to stiilate tire Christians, andI
tlie eonvi-rts were constantly increased.
Tire bigoted hecatli and idol keepers
notiring th)is thieir ire was stirred npl, and
every ieans were eiployecl to incite tire
Qucen againist tliemn. 13y sorne nleasure
a list of tie places of nieeting, and oftire
number ba1îtizeil ivas obtained, and shlo
heing astonishied anti onrageti at the
great progyress tliey were iîîaking-, de-
clared tlia't slie wvould put a stop to it. by
die slieddinig of' blood. At once tlie
people andI înssionaries wvere apprizeti
of lier intention, and consternation anti
alann szeizeci thein. ])ark were tire d ivs
that soon followed, ani heavy were tire
trials whIiiehi tliey ]),.d to endure. Tiiey
wrere forbitiden to nieet on Sabbatlî for
ivorslipi, and 'vere ordereti to dIciver up
ail tlîir Clîristian books. 1>erccution
nowv raged %vitlî great violence, tintil at

legli *blood Ivas spilled, and a voung
Ivoman %vas honoured to be the liret. Mar-
tyr for tire cause of Chirist on tie Island
of Mlad;îgaIscar. Speared to death iii

the net of prayer, silo nobly gave up lier
life for JIini wliose cause sire dearlY es-.
poused, andi on the spot where lier blood
was sljeri now stands a beautiffùl elturcli
witli a hiandsomle spire. Torture wvas
now fireely applicîl to others, înany
c'nduîred fearfil suffWrings., saine esca rd
lroi tie Islanti to En«Glnd, wliere t iev
ecitel syN.lplttliy, iany were pat to
deatît andi Roune reduceti to slavery.
Notwithistand ing', lîowever, tiese triali,
soine eontrived to ieet on sonie înoîîn-
tain toi) or in soîne lonely cave anti
thiere vorship the truc God, andi even
ainiti tliese clark tiies, accessions were
rnade to Chîristianity froîn tire rauks of
Iheathiendotn.

Iii 1849 thre perseetîtion burst forth
with increaseti vigor. Great nuinhers
were arrested, anI about two tliotisand
condlenîneti to lesser tiiongli severer
punishînents. Sone were conducted to
tire top) of'a, lofty prcpc nd were
taken one by one andi puslied, rolled,
ani kicked over a sîope abont 60 feet ini
lîeighlt. Tlîeir bodies wvere tlien phued
iii ore pile andi buîri.'uI. Aller tlîis fcar-
fill perseention, liowever, tîmougli sîîb-
jected to fe-quient trials, the Clîristialls
en.joyed a miensuire of repose, Ivren in
1861 tire good lianti of' Goti was seen.
'l'le queen, whîio lia(l been relentlcssl in
lier bitter opposition ami perseetitions
iii that year died, amîd tlîus closeti tire
miartyr age iniiîe istory of the Mati-

gacr 4ision.
Aller- tire queen's uleath she %vas sirc-

ceeuled l)y Kin- R1adaina, 'uvho thiough
flot a Clîristian, favoîired Chiristianity,
andl the cruel sentence.- put into execu-
tion during tire queen's reign wvere now
Po longer thoughit of. Affiditional labour-
ers arrivcd ta enîtivate tire vincyard.
large congregations Irere fortue(], andi
thre gospel inessage carrîcti to surrounding
Villages.

A proposai was soon ruade to ereet
niernorial churclies on tire spot wvIere
thc nia'rtyrs suffiereti. anti was nobly
respondled to in England, tire sumn of

£13,000 being raised. Tire Kingr readily
zranted free sites for these clinrelies, and
placed 11o liindramic iii tire iay to re-
tard tire qpread of' Cliristianity. Iis.
reicvn lio'vever, was of short duration.
A r'evolution breaking ont ini the capital,
lie was assassinateil, andi succeedeti b>'
bis wife, wlîo gave thre saille rlgo


