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farmers, traders, druggIsts, doetors, lawyers,
ministers, professors. Scattered tlirougliout
the land, tliey are standing among their
fellow-countrymen as so many interrogation
marks; for every time that a French
Protestant cornes lu contact with bis
fellows, the question le asked : Wliy are
you a Protestant ? WIiy have you shaken
off the yoke ? When and how did you
obtain your freedom? And as a rule, the
couvert Is not slow to testify to the eaving
power of the Gospel. For if there is one
characteristic of our converts more marked
than any other, it is this readiness always
to give an answer to every man that asketli
tliem. a reason of the hope that is In them.
TIhis readiness to confess Christ before men,
to preach the Word, to be instant in season.

POWElL 0F TUE PRIJE8TS.

It is evident that the prlests have lost
some ground. The people have won their
political freedom. from. the cIergy. The
majority of tliem have cast a free vote at
the last elections, and they wlll llkely con-
tinue to do so. But it le a long way from
poltical to, religlous emaucipation. Because
the majorlty have asserted their freedom
in politics, because tliey have relegated the
prIest withiu the churcli where lie belonge,
and where the people intend to keep hlm, it
does not follow that tliey are worse Catho-
lies for that. There are accommodations
with the church, and somehow or other the
Pope wlll find a way of giving hie blesslng
to the Liberals *witliout loslng bis dlgnity.
In religl1ous. matters the priest continues to

out of season. is very gratifying. It takes' reign suprenie, and it takes more than one
liold 0f every openlug to testif y to the tr utli. bad break: on the part of a prlest to shake
Thus every convert becomes a co-worker the people's confidence lu hlm, as a rellgious
witli bis pastor, a shinlng liglit amidst the autliority.
surrounding darbuess, a 'wllling mlssionary A few years ago, a prlest of thie diocese
to hie own people. committed a grievous sin There was an

The particular resuits of our work have inimediate outburst of popular Indignation.
begotten general results. There Is a spirit IThe uewspapers were fihled witb accusations
of toleration abroad Iu this Province. Our against several other prIests wlio had selnued
couverts are no longer openly persecuted more grievously than the notorions abbé.
There are stili occult influences at work, the Priests were almost booted on the etreete
source of whicli is pretty well known, but o f Molitreal. But that passed away. The
open, popular persecution is getting to be a abbé was not excommunlcated. Ho Is pro-
tbing of the past. bably exercisiflg now bis xnnstry of con-

This spirit of toleration, the disappear- solation somewliere, and lie is stili In odor
auce of fauaticism, the loosening of the Iof sanctity wlierever lie Is. As far as Mon-

prists gipon the exercise of the franchise, Itreal Is coucerned, not one Roman Catholie

the .demand for better sclioole, tbe broaden- osknth gud.hecrhInwi,
ing of tlie mental vision-these are impor- Isucli gross abuses are tolerated. And the
tant results. bearing on the national life of reason of it is that the man and the priest

the rovnceand of flic Dominion, and for' are two different b6ings. The man may be
thec Prve Ii.sm rdi-Adtepe bad, a notorlous profigate, but be is

sence of this reaction among the people stili a good priest. Hie can still absolve
bodes wefl for the future. Ifrom sin, consecrate the liost aud trans-

form, lt into a god. For all religlous
WHAT 0F THE FUTURE. purposes lie le as good a priest as th.e mos;

The future-what of it, may be asked. correct and moral of prelates. It le not a
iltlie Frenchi people forsake the chureli of' iatter of conduct, but of dogma. Once a

their fathers ln a body? Will there be priest always a priest. As long as the
large accessions t0 our ranlis, and that' Frenchi people believe that, no amount of
speedily ? We do not believe that sucli w11î1 political luterfereuce and no degree of degra-

be the case. The Roman Catliolic Church bas Idation on the 'Part of their clergy 'will drive
aremarh-ably strong bold on the Frenchi theni lu a body out of îtheir churcli.

people, and she lxuows it. Coxiscions of lier "1 ND1 GA
,:trt-ngth, q'hil ie building as thougli she werq- Then there le anotb.er matter wblcb. muet
,wre tbagt the future belongs to lier. IQ De jç]st siglit of. To-day questions of
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