PLEASANT HOURS.

il

for trifling offences, and
sometimes ta  please tho
whims of a tyrant king
* Melzar "~ An oflicer un-
der Ashprpaz whoese Juty
it was to a'tend to the
fond and clothing of the
ruyal captives,

12, " DProve "'~That  Is,
make test or trial of.

*“Thy arrvants "’ ~ Or
slaves, though woll-
treated ones, ' Pulsn ' —

That s, seed or giain.
There was doultless a
sperial blersing on such
a diet, because prompted

) P P A
~ - -l T s e by religlous  motlives.
~ p '_,'-;.'3—,..7-)‘1.‘ e *Water to drink "—Tho
best boverago s water,

A TREE-CLIMBING FISRH.
RY OGULANT ALIEN

0Of all Innd freguenting i< by far the
moxt famous 18 the so-ralled climbing-
prach of Indla, which not only walks
hodt's gt of the witer but evan climby
treee by poean of gpreinl gplnce roar
the hedd and ta¥, so0 arnanged ng ton
stick Ivto tho bark, and cnable it to
wiggle Its way up awkwardly, gomething
after the rame fashkion as the " louping **
of catorpiiiare

The tree elimber 3 a small gealy flsh,
selidom more than seven inches long, but
It hau developed a speclal breathing ap-
paratus to enable {t to keep up the stock
ol oxygen on its terrcstrial excurslons,
which may bo regarded, to some oxtent,
tha oxact converse of the means om-
ployed by divers to supply thomseclves
with alr under water. Just above the
gills, which form of course {ts natural
herelditary  breathing  apparatus, the
climbing porch hns {nvonted a now and
wholly original water-chamber, coutain-
tng within it a frilicd bony organ, which
enables It to oxtract oxygen from the
stored up watcr during the course of its
aerlal peregrinations,

While on shore it plcks up small in-
dects, worms, and grubs; but it also has
vegetarian tastes of its own, and does
not despize fruits and berrles,

The Indian jugglars tame thoe climbing-
porches, and carry them abott with them
a8 part of their stock-in-trade. Thelr
ability te lve for a long time out of
wator makes them useful confederates
in many tricks which seem very wonder-
ful to people accustomed to betleve that
fish dlo almost at once when taken out
of their native clement.— Popular Scicnco
Monthly.

THIRD QUARTER.
BTUDIES IN THE OLD TESTAKCLNT.

LIZSSON IL—JULY 9.

DANIEL IN BABYLON.
8§21

GOLDEN TEXT.

Danil purpubed in his heart that he
would not deflle himsclf. Dan. 1, 6.

OUTLINE.

1. True to God, v. 8-16,

2, Honoured of Men, v, 17-21,
Time.—About 6§98 or 597 B.C.
Place.—~Babylon.

Danicl was one of tho best of the old
Jewlsh prophets He was a statesman
at a foreign court, he was a man of
prayer. Irue piety marked hum from
his youth upward. He was enslaved
aud taken to Babylon, but he never for-
got the homoe of his carly days nor
Jehovah and his people.  The book he
wrote i1s partly historical, as 1s scen in
the first six chapters, and Is partly pro-
phetical, as is seen in the last six chap-

ters,
LESSON HELPS.

6. ° Bul Dauel purpused in his heart”

A yuung man with a purpose and a
subbaachilioas  ulie, and sv  strung  he
ould not bn laveh:d or threatened out
of it.  “ That he would not defile him-
»¢if with the hng's meat "—He was true
to the Musalc regulations, and therefore
would aut eat meat (1) cereluoniiiiy un-
clean, (2) of which had becn oficicd in
part to ldols. ‘“The prince of the
ounuchs "—V/as a chief officer at court.

9. “God had brought Dantel into
favour “—Not by micacle, but by bring-
ing out the noble part af his rature
Ho was favoured, for ho was worthy of
favour.

10. It was & mistaks to fear that plain
food wouid muke thelr *faces worse
1ikipg” than others. Gluttony and
costly luxuriea do not promote physical
beauty. *“ Endanger my head "—For the
hesds of kings' servanis wers takon off

Dan 1 M- m Ty velsey 1720

. bt pot gooad

pure, abumijant,

13. “ And as thou seest, deal with thy
sersants - [t they thrive under such
fare for ten days, let them continue to
have f{t.

16. ** The king’s meat "—Goaod in itself,
to thosn who had con-
suentivas morupler.  Cunsclonco should
bo the gunde, set cvery cffort should be
made, as with a wateh, tp regulate and
Keep it accurate.

17. © An for these four children —
Youug men or youlths would be a bLetter
trane _.on. Lnderstanding in  all
visions and dreams * —Such a8 were in-
gpired, for most dreams are from a de-
ranged slate of tho body or a disturbed
stato of the mind.

18. * Nebuchadnezzar ** — Then the
reigning king in Babylon.

20. ** Astrologors '—Men who studied
the stars, partly from a scientific motivo.
partly to read in their movements the
destinies of men.  Astronomy had its
birth In astrology.

HOME READINGS.

Captivity.—Dan. 1. 1-7,

Daniel in Babylon.—Dan. 1. 8-21.
Prosperity from God.—Gen. 39. 1-6.
The safo way.—Psalm 1.

Tho upright way.~Prov, 16. 1-9.
Temperate in all things.~—1 Cor. 9.
19-27,

The Rechabites honoured.—Jer. 35.
12-19.
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DEATH IN TRE BOITLE.

QUESTIONS FOR HOME STUDY.

1. True to God, v. 8-16.

What was Daniel's settled purpose ?
Golden Text,

How does this purpose show that he
was true to God ?

What request did he make ?

What mark of favour had God given

Danlel ?
What favour may all expect who
please God ? Prov. 16. 7.

What did the prince of the eunuchs
fear ?

What were the names of Dzanlel’s three
young {frlends ?

To whnam did Daniel propose a test ?

H :w long a test did he ask ?

What was the test ?

What was the resalt of the trial ?

What foesl was given to Daniel and
his three friends ?

Wthat ri'¢ shuuld govern Christiana in
eating and drinking ? 1 Cor. 10. 31.
2. Honoured of men, v. 17-21.

What gifts did God bestow on these
captives ?

What further skill had Daniel ?

Before whom were the Hebroas
brought ?

Who surpassed all their companfons ¢

;}’hat x?‘ol‘;nnzhhad thoy ?
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How long did Daniol remain at court ?
What promise does godliness hold
forth? 1 Tim. 4. 8.
PRACTIOAL TEACHINGS.

Whero in this lesson aro we taught—

1. To ho true to consclenco ?

2. To bg courteous to all men ?

3. To bo diligent in business ?

mn’ﬁm
I Promise

PrP 2Bl )YV |
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A primary temperance Josson is based
upon the subject of *‘ keeping tho body
under.”  Thls, howevai, I8 to present
the negative sido of tho primary temper-
anco question. Presenting its positive
slde, wo should promise God to keep
ourst'ves pure. How blessed aro we
when wo acquire a splondid training of
body, mind. and soul !

(See S. S. Lossons for Juno 2.)

Lot us call our lesson topic * Bible In-
vitations.” From the nine verses of our

legsson text wo glean tke Invitatlons:
“ Roturn to the Lord,” “ Ask him %0 te-
cejve”  Our invitation says, “I1 will
heal,” “1 will love,” “I will be a8 the
dew,” and asks us to * grow as the lly,”
with the promise that we shall * dwell
under hig shadow.”

DEATE IN THE BOTTLE.

This is not a very pretty pleture; but
it is Just as pretty as the hideous tramc
it deplcts. Death as a gaunt and grin-
ning skelcton §s pointing to tho coffin
bidden in every whiskey or brandy bot-
tle. There’s death in the cup; there's
poison in the bowl. Did you over think
that the word intoxicate means to
poison ? The following lines describe
the picture detter than we can:

“Oft have you seen attractive signs
That told of old and costly wines,
Or couched in terms to catch the eye
And lure the thoughtless passer-by;
You have beheld the devil's bait
Concealed in showy cards, that state
How whiskey, brandy, rum, or gin
May all, and more, be had within;
And yo;{x have smiled and caught the

00K,
Nor thought to give a second ook,
But turn the glass; ‘twill well define

Ono {s a coflin, one a tomb,

That walt tho toper's early doom;

Whila near =t hand, besido the wall,

'rhero"stands tho drunkard’'s waiting
pall.

Fit things, indecd, to lure the hlind;

Mako sure a grave is close bohind.”

God's Ways,
BY RBY, J. B, RANKIN, LL.D.

God's ways are not llke human ways;
Ho wears such strange disgulses:
He trles us by his long delays,
And then our faith surprises.
Wwhilo we in unbeliof deplore,
And wonder at hig staylng,
Ho stands already at tho door,
To interrupt our praying.

He tnkes his leador from tho Nile,
Where mother hands have lafid him;
Hides him in palaces the while,
Till he has right arrayed him.

He sends him to the desert’s hush,
With ficcks and herds to wander,
Then meats him In tho burning bush,

New mysterles to ponder.

Why should we doubt his care or graco,
As though he had forgotten;

As though time's changes could efface
What love has once bogotten;

As though he'd lost us from his thought,
And moved on now without us,

Whose love has always goodness

wrought,

And constant been t.bout us ?

Spiritual ploughman, sharpen thy
ploughshare with the Spirit! Spiritual
sower, dip thy seed in the Spirit, so shall
it germinate, and ask the Spirit to give
thee grace to scatter it, that it may fall
into the right furrows ! Spiritual war-
rior, whet that sword with the Spirit, and
ask the Splirit, whose word {8 a sword
indeed, to strengthen thy arm to wiold
it =—Spurgeon.

Readable Books.

The Miracle at Markham.
How Twolve Churches Bocame One.
By Charles M. Sheldon, With numer-
gg:. Illusteations. Paper, 30c. ; oloth,

A now story by Sheldon will intorest a
world of readers.  The success of his books
is without a parallel. Fifteen London
publishers are competing for tho market.
Already 4,000,000 copies aro reported as
sold. *‘Tho Miracle at Markham* is said
to be Mr. Sheldon’s beas.

Yesterday Framed In To-day.

A Btory of tho Christ and How To.day

Rocoived Him. By *“ Paasy ? (Mrs. Q. K.

Alden). Cloth illustrated, 70c.

This is one of the most remarkable
books Pansy has yet written. Her book
is unlike anything else in print.  Juto the
to-day of railroads and tolegrapls, phono-

rapis and electrio lights, the author
gringa a ocntral figuro—Jesus the Christ,
1t isan appropriate eequel to her beautiful
life of Cliriat, which appeared last season.

The Cross Telumphant.
By Florence M, Kingnloy, author of
“Titus,” ¢ Stephen’ and ¢ Psul,*

Panar, 600, ; cleth, 8$1.00.

The ~ extraordinary poFulnrizy of
¢¢ Titus,” which enjoyed a salo of neariy. a
million copics within a year, made Mrs,

Kingsloy’s a houschold namo in all
Amorica. The now story is well worthy
of the excellont serios to which it forms a
complement.

A Double Thread.

By Ellen Thornsycroft Fowler. Paper, :
750.; cloth, §1.25.

Miss Fowler's ‘¢‘Concerning Isabel
Carnaby ” was one of the most sucoesaful
oooks of the past year. The London
S romarked of 5t : ¢ ¢*The novel of

o scason’ wili probably bs the verdict
upon this amazingly witty and brilliant
story. The booE pesitively radiates
bumour.”

1, Thou and the Cther One,

%y Amolia E. Barr, Author of “Jan

odder’s ‘Wifo,” *“A Bow of Orange

Ribbon,"”ete., oto. Illustrated. Paper,

60¢. ; ordth, $1,00.

Mrs, Barr well maintains the popularity
won with _hor carlimt stories, is new
ono is said to be the beat ahe Has writtén
since “A Bow of Orange Ribbon”
appearad. -

We pay postage. Send orders to

WILLIAM BRIGGS,

Methodist Book and Pablishing Eouse.
Toronto.

The shape of each deceltful sign.
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