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srluch the stiid individuals forget to notice, namely,

that almost every one of those patients, either in or

out of the prison' died, who were treated in the sune

quarter and at the same time with the remedies re-

commended by the Central Hoard of Hoai'h; whilst

the fact is equally certain, that almost every one

of those casBj rec()verec<, which was treated , either

by myself or others, with the non- purgative alkalins

salts.

There were other individuals, even lately, yfaohid

to little respect for thiiir own reputation as to d^ny

that Choler* ever existed in LonJiin; and those arj

equally in error who beiieve, at prjsent, that this

disease has ceased to exist merely beciusj the BotrJ

of Health may not think proper to puJlislia:! acc.iu.it

of the cass-'s: but the truth is, that in ni.uiy parts of

London, the cases, at this mmnent, ;iie as numjiom,
a!id jus.t as viiu'.ent, or perU.ips even more so, tliaa

those thai occurred at an ea.liir pc: ioJ

In the first irruption of Cholera which occurred In

the prison of Cold-Bath Fields, the disease was con-

fined entirely to the males. It cnu^nMC^di in the

be'^innin-'-of" April, and thj last case was dismissed

cuTed on"the SJlli of th.} same month. From this pe-

riod lip to the 3J of .lune, there were no new cases;

hut on that day it broke out a second tiins. In this

instance it commenced amon'zst tlie feni,;!es, and soon

spread almost a. I overthe whole ostablishnent, and

is now at this moment much more virulent, and I am
sorry to add. raoro f.ital, th.m it has ever been at any

former period. In the first cnse that ocsurreJ, the

woman was attacked on the night o: thuSJ.anJ died

on the 5th. Her sister, who attenJed her, was

next taken ill, but recovered under the saline treat-

ment.
feoon after the commencement of this secomd ir-

ruption, I called at the prison, and there were then

foiivcaies. These were under th;! saline treatment,

and as they were all doing well, I fUd not return.—

On the 21st of June, however, I rec ived ft note from

Mr. Wakefield, requesting me to meet him at the

pri'^on as soon as possible When 1 went there, I

ff about twenty p.fients with Cholera, and out of

thi ; ..umber five were, actually dyinnp. There was
one obvious canse for this, which 1 do not feel myself

at liberty to point out,—suffice it to say, that it ori-

ginated from either a mistake or neglect on the i)art

of the nurses who administered the medicines.

A saline fluid, similar to that which had been used

at Leith, wa? injected in two case^, into the veins;

but ihe one died i-lm.ost immrdiately, and the oth^r,

though h p. rallied for a time, yet he also ultimately

died.*
From the commencement of this second irruption

there have been, in all, abnm ei,!i;hty-onc cases: many
of these have be oi'the most malignant description f
Out of this nnni ,t there have been thiiteen df'th.-.

and the other sixty-eight have cither recovered or

are now apparently nearly out of danger; but new ca-

ses are liraiight into the infirmary almost everj' hour.

They are all of them, howov.;r, now under the most

energetic trentinent, and I sincerely trust (hat the

mortality of the disease will be arrested in its pro-

gress.

\Vhen the Cholera was first rasrin'r in the prison at

Cold-Bath Fields, the disease broke out about the

same time amongst a •olooy o/ilmetfUit H&Tub*, wW
resided in the neighborhood. The first cases war*

put under the care of a physician, who had charge

of a Cholera hospital in that part of London
. 'I hesa-

patieiits were first bled, and then most scientificalljr

treated with opium and brandy: but the result was

such, that the other Italians who were taken ill about

the same lime, refused to be treated by the Cholera,

physician; and fortunately for themteivos sent for

islr. \Vhitinortf, an intelligent practitioner, who live*

in that neig.ibnrhood. This gentleman had seen th»

elficts of tne saline treatment in the prison, and af-

terward trusted eutirely to this, m every decided

case of Cholera which he attended. Since then he

h.is had in his own private practice about thirty Cho-

lera patients, chiefly amo.ngst the Italians, and out of

this number he has lost only two cases, end tared a-

bout twentv-oight; and this surely is no common oc-

currence, particularly amongst the poorer clastes,

v.hL'ie we uo not always see them early, and where

we are not certain either that the medicines which

we proscribe are properly administered, or that they

are not occasionally used at the same time with other

improper agents which counteract the beneficial ef-

fects of the alkaline salts.

The first case which Mr Whitmore lost, was that

of a v.-oraan whose husband had just died from Cho-

lera and this patient had not used the saline powders

which he had ordered. The second unsuccessful

ca<e. was that of another woman in the same place,

who was attended by Mr. Whitmore and another

physician. In this case effervescing mixtures were
given, made with muriitic acid and carbonate of so-

da; but this experiment did not succeed, and the wo-

man died after a short illness.

The following case is one of those which occurred

in Mr. Whitm^-e's private practice. It has already

been published in the Medical Gazette, but as there

are some tacts in it which may not be without inter-

est, I shall insert it here.

CnOLER.A WITH ABORTION, BLACK DIS-

CHARGE FROM THE UTERUS BECOMING
FLORID UNDER THE SALINE

TREATMENT.
' To the Editor of the London Medical Gaxetle.

' Sir,— I am induced thus ))'.ihncly to communi-
cate a recent case of Cholera successfully treated by
th'! a^Mne prartice. and under circumstances whicli

inav. perhaps, render its recital not altogether uniii-

terrsting to the urofession.
' May ]2tli.— I was consulted in the afternoon, by

Mrs. L-, ajt. 42, the mother of twelve healthy chil-

dren, the eldest twenty-three tind "he youngest three

years old. Supposes herself about three months ad-
vanced it! utero gestation; comjilains of diarrhooa of

two or three days' standing, with A'reat prostration,

an(i cramps in her lower extremities. Pulse infr*-

quciit, and feeble.

'Ordered R Mist. CretfB, f.4 oz.; Tinct. Opii, mi-
nuni s xl . capiat 4tam partem statimet repetatur pott

snigulas dejectioiies.

In the evening her daughter came to say her mo-

* Should I liave occasion to try this cxiicriment a2;ain, I shall certainly add a portion of the chlorate of

potass lo the other ingredients. The muriate of soda answers very well for a timcj but it it too apt to rtiv

otr bv the bowels ; md then the bloo:{ is swamped by the large quantity of water.

t The moBt awfully virulent cases which I have ever seen, occurred in so0i« individaals who had be«a» em-
ployed to scour the blankets, &c. from the difter«nt wards,
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