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LONDON
The Merrymakers’ Club held an 

informal evening at the home of Mr. 
and Mrs. James Coursey, Glenwood 
Ave., last Thursday evening. As is 
always expected of them, the Merry- 
makers made it merry for all.

He had spent several years of his 
early manhood in New York and 
had seen something of the domina
tion exercised in United'States af
fairs by the pro-slavery element. 
Coming back to Canada he was at 
once interested in the fugitives and 
besides many acts of personal kind
ness, made The Globe a medium for 
pleading their cause. At the 1852 
meeting of the Anti-slavery Society 
Brown spoke very plainly on Cana
da’s duty in relation to the slavery 
issue. It was a question of huma
nity, of Christianity and of liberty, 
he said. Canada could not escape 
the contamination of a system ex
isting so near her borders.

"We, too, are Americans,” he 
said. “On us, as well as on 
them, rests the responsibility of 
preserving the honor of the 
continent. On us, as on them, 
rests the noble trust of shielding 
free institutions.”
Though less in the public eye 

than his brother, Gordon Brown is 
credited with having exercised con
siderable influence in determining 
The Globe’s attitude to slavery and 
its later attitude to the North dur
ing the Civil War. George Brown 
had, of course, been an abolitionist 
orator for years before the war and 
might have been expected to stand 
whole-heartedly behind the North. 
But as Canadian sympathies follow
ing the example of the “classes” in 
Great Britain tended during the war 
to be alienated from the North 
George Brown was somewhat in
clined to hedge. It was at this stage 
that Gordon Brown, more of an 
idealist, threatened to resign and 
leave The Globe unless he were giv
en free hand regarding the slavery 
issue. The stand taken by Gordon 
Brown was so well known that af
ter the close of the war, American 
citizens residing in Toronto joined 
in presenting him with a gold watch, 
suitably inscribed. “Gordon Brown 
was the heart, soul, courage, inspirer 
and real maker of The Globe insofar 
as it was an honorable and consist
ent anti-slavery paper throughout 
the war,” is the statement of a for
mer editorial colleague of both the 
Browns on The Globe.

Rev. Dr. Willis, the president of 
the Anti-slavery Society, all through 
its existence, was a fine type of Pres
byterian clergyman, scholarly, cul
tured, a strong platform speaker and 
influential in his community. Dr. 
Willis never had smooth words to 
varnisli the stains of slavery and 
more than once he was called upon 
to rebuke the attitude of those who, 
calling themselves Christian, con
doned the great sin of the times. The 
Canadian churches, with the excep
tion of the Presbyterian church, 
were inclined to regard slavery as 
something outside their domain. At 
the 1857 meeting of the Anti-slavery 
Society Dr. Willis declared that it 
was the duty of Canadian churches 
to remonstrate on the matter. He 
thought that a day might be well 
set aside at all synods and confer
ences for prayer and humiliation ov
er the fact of slavery existing so 
nearby. There were some churches 
strong on missions but strangely si
lent on slavery.

At this same meeting Rev. Dr. 
Dick said that the churches were 
the bulwark of the slavery system. 
Churches in Canada were fraterniz
ing with those in the United States 
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Granulated Sugar, 100 lbs. $6.99 
Granulated Sugar, 20 lbs.. $1.40 
Granulated Sugar, 10 lbs. ... 70c 
Granulated Sugar, 5 lbs. ... 35c 
Salada Tea, per lb................ 6 c
Instant Postum, large ........Sc 
Instant Postum, small ........26c

The local branch of the C. L. A. 
C. P. has received a request from the 
Dresden branch to assist in raising 
funds to defray the expenses of the 
appeal of Wm. McCathern. Al- 
though there has been no meeting 
since the request was received, it is 
reasonably certain that our local 
unit will embrace the opportunity to 
help a sister unit.

Henry Bibb, who also made at
tempts at colonization, was a refu
gee who reached the Detroit river 
region at an early date. From 1842 
to 1844 he lectured throughout 
Michigan under the auspices of the 
Liberty Association whiclr was pro
moting the election of anti-slavery 
candidates. In 1850 he advocated 
the formation of a society which 
should purchase 30,000 acres of Ca
nadian government land and locate 
negro refugees upon it. Such an as
sociation was formed two years lat
er and bought about 2,000 acres of 
land in Essex county not far from 
Windsor. This was divided into 25- 
acre plots and forty of these plots 
were taken in the first year. Diffi
culties arose, however, regarding 
the terms under which the land was 
sold to the negroes and the Refu
gees’ Home, as the settlement was 
called, gradually waned. In addi
tion to his other activities Bibb also 
conducted a newspaper, “The Voice 
of the Fugitive,” which chronicled 
the activities and set forth the views 
of the colored people. Bibb died in 
the early fifties and after his death 
his wife conducted a school for ne
gro children at Windsor for some 
time.

The third class of the Canadian 
abolitionists includes those who 
were chiefly distinguished as propa
gandists though it must be remem
bered that these men in most cases, 
equally interested in rmproving the 
condition of the refugees then in 
Canada. They did much to arouse 
the sympathy of their fellow-citi
zens to this opportunity right at 
hand to lift up the fallen and help 
the poor and distressed. They 
helped to create in Canada the sense 
of moral responsibility for the slav
ery evil in the United tSates which 
was emphasized by the Fugitive 
Slave Bill of 1850. The organiza
tion of the Anti-slavery Society of 
Canada came at Toronto in Febru
ary, 1851. Its objects were declared 
to be “to aid in the extinction of 
slavery all over the world by means 
exclusively lawful and peaceable, 
moral and religious.” Rev. Dr. Wil
lis was the first president. R v. Wil
liam McClure corresponding secre
tary, Capt. Charles Stuart, secre
tary and Andrew Hamilton treas
urer. An active campaign was be
gun, branches being established in 
other cities and towns, a ladies’ as
sociation organized to relieve dis
tress, and prominent abolitionists, 
George Thompson and Frederick 
Douglass among others, were 
brought to Canada. The society 
continued active right into the Civil 
War Years and did not end its ex
istence until emancipation had rea
lized its aims. Typical of the ex
tent of its work is the report pre
sented at the annual meeting held 
April 9, 1857, when it was stated 
that in the past two years there had 
been expended £444-7-7, between 
400 and 500 refugees having been 
assisted.

Hon. George Brown, editor of 
The Toronto Globe, was one of Can
ada’s strong apostles of abolition.
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Wolverine Barber Shop
239 Queen W., Toronto, Ont.

Phone Ad. 5560

LADIES’ HAIR CUTTING 
MY SPECIALTY.

Once a trial always’ a customer. 
$ *$ $ $ $

H. Glassco, - Prop.
Phone Adelaide 5560

the
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Curnoe’s

Confectionery & Bakery39.

OurEverything fresh and tasty, 
prices are moderate.

261 Wellington St.
Phone Met. 1805-W

■III

MRS. E. SMITH
FURNISHED ROOMS 
BY DAY OR WEEK.

Near the Heart of the City

Phone Main 3259-W

Paul Doig
Cold Meats, Butter, Poultry and 

Eggs.

Market Lane
Phone Metcalf 893-W

hi

Toronto54 Beverley St.
2%

Cleanliness and Sanitation

THE PARISIAN
Should be Your

LAUNDRY
Launderers, Dry Cleaners, Dyers 

and Rug Cleaners
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QUALITY MEAT MARKET

Fruits, Vegetables and Game in 
Season.

Experienced Cook 
Wanted

Watch our Windows for 
Saturday Bargains

The Lady Canada Cafe (former
ly Duncan Cafe) has an opening for 
a good cook. One who can invest 
some money in this paying concern 
preferred. Good prospects for the 
right man. Good references re
quired. Communicate with Mr. J. 
Richards, 1259 Queen St. West, To
ronto, Ontario. 2t

202 Dundas St.

/ Phones Met. 7111-7112

50 Per cent. Off
Remember this is the chance to 

make your $1 do the work of $2. 
Remember, you have only till 
March to take advantage of this

Smith Furniture Co. 
Limited

725 Dundas Street.

FURNITURE 
DRAPERIES

BEDDING

Our prices are always right.
Phone Fair. 370

opportunity.

C. H. Ward & Co.
Diamond Merchants, Jewellers and 

Opticians.
Phone Metcalf 1084

Satur


