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oy A PROFESSOR ASTRAY,
In last night's London cablegrams, Pro-
féssor Ashley, who formerly filled the
_ «hair of economics at Toronto University,
)‘s’,?qucted as saying that between 1838 and
1892 Canada ‘was slowly moving either to-
mvard annexation or' independence. True,
these were years &'*depressiom and some
discontent, and Conservative rule, then at
it4 worst, was @ burden which tried the
patience of the country sorely—but for ail
thiat it is mot easy, to see how Profegpor
(Ashley reaches his comclusion. 'While we
do ot know what reasons he advances to
é}i(izpmt his opinion, we are compelled to
decid> that he did mot kmow what the

sentinent in Canada really was during the.

years he speaks of.

‘He has repeated one very common error.
Tt was the fashion in (Conservative circles
durirg that period o charge any man with
enneation princip'es who cried out against
the (V. P., and who advocated reciprocity.
Profassor Ashley seems to have been in-
fuenced by the Tory catchery of the
time. It was an election dodge, generally
sredited to Sir John Macdonald. It served
for o little, though there was no atom.of
¢ruth in it. It could mot serve for long.

Tt e plight to which long continued Tory
rule had reduced the country was well-
migh intolerable, and if Professor Ashley
cega-ded as sunexationists or separationiste
all wwho freely so described it, he made a
grave mistake, but one which Was not en-
tirely without excuse: |’ Al >

The case of this country during those
years was grave. But it never was £0
grave that the people could not cure it
without having recourse to one or the other
of the radical dhanges which this distin-
guisied economist mentions. The nauonal
feeling, the love for the Motherland sur-
vived lomg years of political error and

gorruption—and would have survived a

test even more crucial.

. No doubt Professor Ashley, like all oth-
er Canadians, notes with pride and pleas-
"ure the chamge in the mwosition of  this
oountry which has come about in the last
six years. It does mo harm to have him
vevert to the bleak days of our history,
for it makes the comparison more striking,
but he should kmow that even then there
was no appreciable sentiment in favor of
q,‘&m.nge in our political status. It was a
dars hour and some men spoke bitterly.
Bt the handful who said we should leave
the Empire were but a handiul, and when
propetity came they became dumb, know-
ing that their views might no lomger be
expressed with safety.

“*No doubt Professor Ashley would freely
admrit now that the lesson Canada learned
during those years when it despomdently
miarked time was a useful one. The chief
canse of ‘the depression is now clearly re-
cognized and the country will not risk a
repelition of euch misrule as it remembers.

HE JUDGE AND THE HOUSE-BREAKER.

Probably we have mno judge in New
waswick who would do just what Judge
pinall, of Brooklyn, did the other day,
1 certainly it would be difficult to
d here a jury which would compliment
n upon his course, as a Brooklyn jury
1. A housc-breaker, who had been found
iilty and ‘who was arked if he had any
ason to urge why sentence should mot
. imposed, began a speech in defence of
“5al” who was to be tried later. The
Wdge interrupted the orator and sent-
¢d him to prison for four years, re-
.rking that there was evidence enough
to convict his friend and that they would
meet in prison before long. The orator
gaid the judge could do as he pleased and
doubiless would. The judge, angered by
thin persiflage, increased the sentence
from four years to six. As the prisoaer
was being led away he ventured the opin-
jon that his honor might “croak” before
fie left the bench There was nothing to
support this e'xpression of the prisoner’s
personal view, unless it were that the
court had displayed an apoplectic tendency,
but the judge vecalled the man again and
inereased. the sentepce to nine years.
“The prisoner “talked back” no more, ap-
parently feeling that further conversatioa
might cost-him a life sentence. After he
hiad been removed the judge began to
fear that. the sentence might have been
irregular- The burglar was again brought
jh and the court, announeing that the
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mamed mine years as the term to be
served, So it stands.

The newspapers made custic comments.
The judge explained matters and defended
himeelf, saying the burglar needed a

"lesson end the dignity of the court ‘must

be upheld. The jury in the case passed a
resolution expressing approbation of the
judge and mweproving the newspapers.

If the felony of which the man was con-
victed called for only four years in
prison, it could not call for nine. And it
#3 not clear that house-breaking is proper-
ly punishable by a sentence of four yéars
and “‘talking back” by five years, or one
more. Brown—the prisoner—who had mo
word to urge in his defence and who is
to serve five years more in prison for one
or two half-audible remarks which were
impertinent, no doubt regards the law of
the state of New York as a very peculiar
instrument. The law, as a matter of fact,
is all right if there be a level-headed man
on the bench. The American law does not
permit any man to send another to prison
for five years for lese majeste. Yet it ap-
pears to have beenx done in this instance.

NO SIGN OF DEPRESSION,

The recent shrinkage of Canadian indus-
trial stocks has led timid people to the
expression of a fear that (anada’s cycle
of prosperity was nearing an end, and that
the new year would issue in a peniod of
depression such as our people were so
familiar with prior to 1896. &o far as a
careful purview of the gituation can en-
able one to figure out the future there
seems no solid basis for such a belief at
the present time. The shrinkage in Can-
adian stocks is due rather to the reckless
inflation of one or two concerns which
have not yet reached a dividend paying
badis backed by a determination of some
veteran stock operators to take advantage
of the ignorance of conditions among the
large class of emall investors operating on
a limited scale on margins. This beur
movement was of American origin, and
has affected stocks of undoubted commer-
cial value. But it is after all a stock move-
ment, rather than a matter of industrial
depression or commercial anxiety. And
we take it that the prosperity of Canada
i8s not based on the market value of cer-
tain stocks, but rather on her ability (o
produce and market her products.

Mr. Snow, & wellknown Chicago statis
tician, who has been touring Manitoba
and the Northwest Territories, reporis
that the western crop conditions are as
near perfect as possible. He estimates the
wheat acreage as fully twenty per cent.
greater than it wae last year, and places
the output at 85,000,000 bushels as com-
pared with the official estimate for the
district of 68,000,000 bushels last year. This
satisfactory increase in the staple crop
would go far to prevent any recurrence of
a time of depression if it can be main
tained from year to year, and everything
certainly points to such a possibility be-
ing actually realized. -Im Manitoba alone,
the acreage of wheat has increased over
400,000 acres in the present year. Last
year Camada produced 93,569,450 bushels
of wheat from 3,740,007 acres or an aver-
age of twenty-five bushels per acre, In
the east, crop conditions, while shewing
no sudh startling development are on the
whole quite satisfactory.

In manufacturing lines throughout Can-
ada there¢ i8 so far no apparent sign of
a stoppage to the splendi:d.devedopment
of the past five yeamns, while the state of
the Federal Treasury indicates that com-
mercial prosperity has not begun.to wane.
The trade returns for the year ending June
30 have not yet been officially anmounced,
but it is expected that the total trade of
Canada will be fully $430,000,000, or more
than double what it was in 1895. A rev-
enue of no less than $63,000,000 is anmtici-
pated with an expenditure of $51,000,000,
leaving the estimated surplus $12,000,000.
While the oflicial figures of the Minisigr
of Finance, which will be announced with-
in the next few days, may slightly vary
from the estimate, it is in the main mearly
exact.

‘With her population increasing, her pro-
ducing ability advancing, her domestic
trade enlarging and her foreign marke's
opening in various directions there seems no
good reason why the era of Canadian pros-
perity inaugurated in 1896 should not be
extended for some years to come. Thete
may be slight checks on Canada’s progress
along the lines'of material prosperity, but
with a fertile country being opened up by
an dincreasing flow of settlers from the
British Isles, Northern ¥urope and the
United States, the reasons for cycles of
depre:sion are wanting. Under wise ad-
ministration and with a careful working
out of the financial and commercial prob-
lems ever present in a new and sparsely
wettled country like this, the recurrence of
bad times which seem to be incident to
existence in older countries where condi-
tions of trade are settled should be long
deferred.

AUSTRALIA’S POSITION, AND
CANADA'S,

According to yesterday’s, cable advices
some impression has béen made in London
by the address of Premier Barton of Aus-
tralia in moving the ratification of the plan
to have the Commonwealth contribute $1;-
000,000 a year, for ten years, to Imperial
defence. The fact that this speech was
received with marked favor in Australia
is interpreted in I.ondon as showing that
Australia surely means to support the Brit-
#sh ministers in their lmperial defence
policy. It means just that, no doubt.

Perhaps in the London view Canada suf-
fers by comparison. There is no sound
reason that she should. Canada has no
more refused to bear her share of the Im-
perial defence burden than Australia has.

previous sentences were revoked, again '-Cemad;n, like all the Colonies, is ready and

.
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‘Empire, end will be, it is not prudent to
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‘willing to pay in men and money her fair
portion of the account, as soon as it shall
be made plain that in so doing she does
mot forego the right toa voice in the use to
wihich her men or her money shall be put.

Reduced to its simplest form the ques-
tion of the defence of the Empire must
here mean not, Is Canada prepared to pay
for the protection she receives from Bri-
tain, allowing the British government to
make out the bill and dispose of the money
paid? but rather, Is Canada prepared to
bear her proportion of the bill for the de-
fence of the Empire when she can have a
voice in the making and settling of the
BEmpire’s quarrels and a voice as to the
disposition of her own men and money in
time of war or peace? Canada has answer-
ed the latter question in the affirmative.
Moreover she has expended blood and
treasure—and would again—for the Empire
in a quarrel which she neither caused nor
settled, although she believed the quarrel
just and the settlement liberal.

Therefore this country is mot open to
reproach by the Motherland or Australia.

And what said Premier Barton in the
speech of which London is talking? ‘“That
it- was a mistake to argue that if Austalia
refused to perform its duty in providing
its proportion of the cost of Imperial de-
fence Great Britain would still defend Ams-
tratia. (He deprecated miggardly consid-
erations.” In the mext sentence he said’
that under the mew scheme 1,600 Austra-
lians would be employed on the squadron
at apecial rates in accordance with Aus-
tralian standards. Great Britain can at
least mo more afford to lose Australia than
Australia can afford to lose Great Bri-
tain, and we in Canada do mot at all re-
gard the question as one which should be
reduced to that basis. Nor does that way
of expressing the relation properly express
the feeling in either Australia or Canada.
In time, when other matters have been
arranged, mo doubt all the colomies will
contribute. [Until then what is of great-
est mote is, that while the Motherland’s
quarrel is the quarrel of every son of the

commit this country to any plan of contri-
bution which involves the absolute relin-
quishing of Canadian control.over Canadian
men or Canadian money. It is mot a mat-
ter of money with us. It is a matter of a
principle, the wisdom of which has been
tried. Many British leaders of note ac-
knowledge the correctness of Canada’s posi-
tion and believe the “matter will adjust
itself in time. 'Also they know that the
question is one that can wait until others
are settled and that it will cause no seri-
ous friction.

A CANADIAN VOICE FROM BOSTON.

Mr. Charles H. McIntyre, who js well
known in this province and who is promi-
nent in Canadian circles in Boston, con-
tributes to The Telegraph an article di=-
cussing American. opinion of Mr. Cham-
bevlain”s plan, which is printéed on an-
other page. Incidentally Mr. Menltyre be-
lieves that sooner or later Canada may
have to protect herself against the United
States. He says this country is likely to
be attacked from no, other quarter, and
he believes it will be wide for the Domin-
jon to contribute to Imperial defence.
That, Canada, no doubt, will do in time,
when a satisfactory plan is decided upon.
Mr. McIntyre tells us that the Colonial
Secretary’s fiscal proposals are not put
forward for the purpose of inveigling us
into a contribution for maval expenses
before we are ready—which is easy to be-
lieve. :

He points out with force the weakness
of the general American objection to Mr-
Chamberlain’s plan and agrees with the
calmer American writers that retaliation
by the United States would not be at-
tempted and must prove unprofitable to
the Republic if it were.

As for the possibility that we shall be
attacked from the south—there always
will be, of course, such a possibility. Such
an attack would mean that the United
States and Great Britain were at war, a
situation which ever grows more remote.
For all that, it never has been the opin-
ion in this country that we should take
no measures looking to our defence and
it is admitted on all sides that the Cham-
berlain_policy, in time, would make the
Empire, and every member of it, much
more formidable and so much less likely
to find it neces-ary to fight.

MANITOBA LIBERALS HOPEFUL.

It looks as if Manitoba would be placed
in the Liberal column again on July 20,
when the Conservative government will be
ftried by the people. If the Liberals gain
six seats more -than they now have they
will carry the day, and if they do not win
that many they will be very much sur-
prised. The Conservatives lost weight
when Mr. Hugh John Macdonald left prov-
incial politics and the leadership fell to
Hon. R. P. Rcblin. While Manitoba has
been prosperous, politics there has been
lively and as question after question arose
Mr. Roblin, with singular lack of tact and
judgment, has taken the wrong side of
almost every one of them. Sometimes in
an endeavdr to repair his mistakes he has
attempted to stand om both sides of the
fence, and in these cases the Manitoba
Free Press, editorially, by cartoons and in
its news columns, has made his position
clear to the people. The fight is a bitter
one, and while a dlose contest appears
likely, the chance of the Liberals is
excellent. The new railroad through the
West will add strength to the opposition,
whose contention it has been that Premier
Roblin has muddled the transportation
question in Manitdba as completely as his
position permitted. And this is a Liberal

year. i : Ptk ...:-.m‘
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COMMISSIONER TWEEDIE'S REPORT.
- In his report on the charges of Mr. John
McKelvey against Chief of Police Clark,
which he investigated in his capacity as
commissioner, Premier T'weedie finds that
the ‘evidence does mot warrant him in
sustaining the complainant. He reproves
the Chief, but he more then reproves the
complainant, ih effect, for not only does
he read the evidence as showing that the
charges were born of personal malice, but
he ipoints out that a movement was afoot
to oust the chief from office and that it
failed chiefly because Policeman Crawford
refused to make the ‘“necessary” charges.
“The necessary charges,” if one recalls the
proceedings here, could nmot have been
made unless Crawford had been willing to
swear to more than he says he could affirm
in thonesty.

The Commissioner quotes the complain-
ant’s own testimony to the complainant’s
discomfort. He recalls the complainant’s
sworn admission that he had a grudge to
satisfy—a grudge of the vintage of 1809.
From that time forward, the Commission-
er shows, Mr. McKelvey kept watch on
the Chief with the intention of making
charges looking to his removal. The testi-
mony regarding the rearrangement of the
police force whidh was to occur after the
Chief had been disposed of—a recital which
amused St. John in no slight degree when
it was made public—is mot referred to by
Hon. Mr. Tweedie, but it sticks in the
memory.

These accusations against Chief KClark
were made, in a word, not in the public
‘interest or because his habits made him an
inefficient servant of the city, but because
the complainant had determined to have
him out of office for reasons of his own.

The Commissioner holds that a man in
the Chief’s position sghould not appear in
public in an intoxicated condition
—which view, eurely, is gound
enough—but he finde also that
Chief Clark never was unable to at-
tend promptly and efficiently to the duties
of his office. He refers to the testimony
of leading citizens that the Chief is pains-
taking and assiduous and endorses their
views of the accused in -that respect.

Because of the admitted motive which
led to the investigation and the mature
of the evidence adduced, the charges were
certain to fall to the ground. Mr. Mec-
Kelvey has succeeded in presenting to the
Chief soveral valuable certificates of char-
acter, one of them being from the Premier
—that is all.

PORTLAND ROUNDS ON THE SUN.

The St: John Sun has,been amu_rihg the
somewhat gullible folk: of Portland, right
along, that the Canadian government in-
tended - to heavily ’ eubsidize & trans-con-
tinental Trailroad whosé' winter -terminus
would be Maine’s principal city. Portland
people; including. various Portland editors
whose ears were a-cock for presents of
this nature from' the Cafadian powers, ac-
cepted the Sun’s ‘interpr‘letation of the Ot-
tawa mews as gospel—the wish being
father to the thought—and were duly and
complacently thankful. The Liberal cau-
ous of yesterday unanimously adopted the
government’s plan to build. from. Moncton
to Winnipeg and to guarantee the Grand
Trunk Pacific Company’s bonds f(_ir the
regt of the line. That by the way.

The Portland Press, having heard of the
government’s plan—which is not at all in
line with the Sun’s promices to Portland
—has taken alarm and now rounds upon
the Sun and the Halifax Herald as base
deceivers. Also the Press believes the
Herald and the Sun have been unfair. It
says for inetance:—

“It 43 hardly fair to ray that the gov-
ernment builds the section from Moncton
to Winnipeg and makes a present of it to
the railroad company for fifty years. The
fact is that the company is to be required
to pay operating expenses only on this
leased section for the first five years; for
the next five, if it makes any profit, it
will pay not exceeding three per cent ou
the cost, and for the remainder of the
term it is to pay three percemt. This
would be very liberal if the prospeet avere
that the moad would net a good profit,
but as it is to run almost in an air line
from Queébec to Winnipeg thwough a
sparsely settled country in the morthern
part of Quebec and Ontario provinces, the
road must be run at a loss at first, so far
as concerns local traffic; indeed it is
doubtful if the local traffic will ever be
great. That part of the line between Wia-
nipeg and the Padific the company is to
build and own, but the government is to
guarantee the bonds to the extent of 75
per cent of the cost of construction, that
cost to be limited to $13,000 a mile on
the prairie section and $30,000 a mile oa
the mountain section. The termg are in-
deed liberal, but it is unfair to say that
they amount to a gift of the road for
fifty years, and it is meither mnice nor
truthful to assert that it is all done “for
the sole benefit of the Grand Trunk and
to afford a huge brnibery for the govern-
ment.” This is a worse accusation than

_the most rabid anti-American has brought

against the government of this country.
Besides, if the moad does what it is in-
‘tended and expected to do it will benefit
Canada greatly by developing the re-
sources of the northwest and will become
a good pay'ufg piece of property. The
scheme is not only to open a mew line to
the wheat fields but to provide the short-
est line between British ports and Yoko-
hama. It is pointed out that the distance
from Montreal to Yokohama will be 6,848
miles, or 390 miles less than by the short-
est of existing roads, 'that is, the Canadian
Pacific, and 7,585 miles from Halifax, or
410 miles less than by the. Canadian Pa-
cific.”

The Press has been grievously misled by
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the Sun for it is dlear now that Portland

bs oub-ef the running and the Press real-
izes it- What can be more comforting to
(Maritime Province people, for instance,
than this wail from Portland:—

But why ‘that government should go to

work and parallel its own road, the In-'

tercolonial, running from Halifax and St.
John to Quebec through New Brunswick,
is not easy to see.

As has been said, we do not yet know
what the route through New Brunswick
will be. But what annoys the Press is
‘the discovery that the government line
from the wheat fields means an all Cana-
dian line in fact—means that in winter
end summer the export freight will be
ehipped from QOanadian ports. As theSun
had assured the people of Portland that
the Canadian government was working
night and day for their benefit, thie dis-
covery naturally causes them to feel that
disappointment which the Ppess voices.

TO POLICE THE' UPPER AIR.

8o many airships have been aloft in
Paris of Jate that the prefect of police is
said to be devoting some attention to the
regulation of aenial navigation. His chief
concern at the moment is_to prepare rules
to protect people in the streets—that is,
to regulate the ascents and decents of the
air-ship men and seek to prevent collisions
in ‘the air which might repult in spilling
men or gear upon the heads of those be-
low.

M. Santos-Dumont says he “keeps to
the right” when passing an obstruction,
thaving regard to the time, soon o arrive,
when it will be necessary to awoid the air-
ships of his rivals. He is now building a
car which is to carry twelye persons and
half Paris is anxious to be among the first
passengers. If the craze continues the
good prefect may be forced to have a police
airship for the same reason that a bicycle
corps and mounted men have become
mecessary for certain epecial police duties.

It is amusing to epeculate as to the’

duties of an aerial police—yet who shall say
what a few years may bring? The air-
ships of Santos/Dumont are condemned by
many scientists as of mo commercial, or
useful, promise, but their success at least
has greatly stimulated effort in the direc-
tion of successful aerial navigation, and as
[Paris is in love with the spectacular we
must rTegard them as an established fea-

ture of the French capital. If the worst |

suspicions of the prefect of police are con-
firmed he will be justified in demanding
a municipal aerial car and a large increase
jof salary, for it may be that between keen
rivalry, jealousy, and . even intentional

deed be full. That they permit eome of
the flying exhibi'ﬁionq which fave begn
given is in itself: delighthilly Parisian.

NOTE AND COMMENT.
It looks like a five-monthe’ -eesgion at

Ottawa.
- 8 "

Judge Wedderburn has attained his ma-
jority—as a judge. e
. ® =

Wait till Carleton gets a chance at some '

of the aldermen who killed the -bridge
scheme.

. & o
Nbt @ lynching of note or a race riot of
importance in the United States yester-
dar! Remarkable.
-

- o
The Pope’s physicians have been in des-
pair but the distinguished patient displays
a courage that shames them.
- - -

“On July 20th,” says the Portage la
{Prarie Graphic, “the Winnipeg Fair begins
and the Roblin Government ends.”

*® & =
The King is growing young again. He
and the Queen led the quadrille at the
state ball in homor of President Loubet.

gl L
St. John’s next contribution to Imperial
defence will be to give the officere of the

| squadron due here Saturday as pleasant

a reception as can be arranged.
L e e

Tt must have amazed the most solemn
of the solemn. Sun editor’s readers to find
him at play with Slattery’s one-eyed steer
vesterday. Cyclopean. mirth.

- -

The strike of the city laborers is sue-
ceeding according to the laborers and is
a failure according to the director of pub-
Jic works. Afiter a while we shall know

| which estimate is right.
L o

Imperial preference will not be a party
issue in Canada according to the Ottawa
correspondent of the [London Morning
Post. He says the two parties will vie
with each other in supporting Mr. Cham-
berlain. Perhape. The Corservatives do
not appear very fnhﬁnue:iastic.

The press despatches tell of a St. John
man mamed Scribner arrested in Maine for
drowning another St.” John man named
Myers. dn some Maine mewspaper offices
there is disposition to credit to these prov-
inces all persons whose homes are um-

known.
. & o

Shamrock TTI. beat her trial horse again
yesterday, though not so decisively as be-
fore, the smaller margin being due to the
fact that her skipper was experimenting
with her ballast. She has made a pro-
found impression upon the American
yachtemen.

. @ @

An all-Canadian cable mervice will be
established soon. The government will
pledge a reasonable amount of financial
assistance and the newspapermen will go
ahead. The country needs it and the

money will be well invested.
. ®.»

The increase in the iron and steel boun-
ties gives the Dominion Company a chance
to conduct a legitimate enterprise at a
profit and keep out of the stock market.
The consumers of the product are not

States.”—Springfield Republican.

Jiless ygu are & p
mogfy you cal save by
cash, keepi e fur exp

fhux, N, B, July 11, 1908.
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Hapvevy's.

V“' '- Kave no idea of the

; nying amé " pelling for
fFtock et quickly, places

Mensand Bovs’ 100 Union St.

J Opera House Block, St. John, N.B.

very best materials,

“8ibley ” Pattern,

**Cornwall’s Choice,”

5 Will soon be here ard our
Haying Season ;" wate ville
Brand Haying Tools is large and complete. We
have found that the farmers like tbis brand of tools better
than any other on the market.

They are all made of the

IN SCYTHES WE HAVE

“York’s Special,”
“King’s Own.”

Send for our new Price List.

W. H THORNE & CO., Ltd.

Agents for A Q. Spalding & Bros.” Athletic and Sporting Goods.

penalized as they would be by a high pro-
teckive tariff.
L Sl e

It is an alderman’s opinion that a mew
fernyboat cannot be built hefore mnext
spring at the earliest. That makes the
sifuation miore dntervesting for the mnoble
steamers we have may not last that long
and certainly will break down occasionally
if they do.
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British immigration for June shows an
inerease of fifty-one per cent. over that of
June last year. [During the year ending
June 30, (Canada secured twenty-six per
cent. of all emigramts leaving Great Brit-
ain. British emigration to the United
States decreased thirty-four per cent.

L i e o

The United States must recognize the
presence of a neighbor of great dignity, of
immense power.. Fortunately the building
up of Canada, calling as it does for mater-
jal from the United States, seems destined
to strengthen rather than diminish the feel-
ing of friendship and respect that now

L ; ‘prevails—Worcester Spy.
tfouling in the upper air, his hands will in- |-

Which. is as it should be.
® & @
This,is how it strikes a man who has

‘seen service in the United States army and

held: important positions in civil life: “If
Russia were nearer, Roosevelt would have

s ipt trouble. He is the crudest character

that ever was President of the United

'Col. Roosevelt wishes £6 succeed: ‘himself
as president, that’s all. =
i ® = i L ]

‘With the British fleet at Bar Harbor
and the ‘American fleet at Portsmouth the

‘exchange of international compliments be-

tween England and America may be said
to be double barrelled.—Portland (Me.)
Advertiser.

And if it is true that the United States
has joined (Great Britain and Japan in ap-
posing (Russia, and means business, the
double-barrelled compliments, are signifi-

cant.
-ms % 8

No one in St. John would guess what a
munderous spirit animates the people here
if it were not for some of the keen ob-
servers who write St. John letters to the
out of town newspapers. For instamce, a
St. John correspondent, writing to the
Chatham World, says:—

Last Monday the writer saw the driver
of a delivery team at the comer of Char-
lotte and Union wtreets, whip um his horse
to run down a young lady who was pass-
ing on a bicycle. Amn accident (?) was
averted by her skill in handling her ma-
chine. .

The driver of that “delivery FRam”
should buy him an automobile. He
couldn’t have missed her with one of

those.
. & @

Mr. “Coke” O’Brien, who escaped from
his guards in the Park, is reported to have
been seen yesterday viewing the city from
a leafy covert on the outskirts. Perhaps
if thely left the jail door open for a night
or two the wanderer would return. Any-
how his hovering in this vicinity mak?s
the plan appear worth trying.

L

It was all very well for the Barr colon-
ists to change the name of their settlement
to Britannia, but they are displaying a
curious temper if the Regina despatch,
that they threw rot#en eggs at Rev. Mr.
Barr, be true. It is a malodorous imei-
dent. They might have asked him to go
away and stay away. Now he may insist

upon remaining.
. * @

The Bishop of Ripon fears Britain is not
sending enough of her sons to the colonies
to “keep the Emipire together.” We in
ICanada have come to the fat years as re-
gards immdgration. We need a greater in-
flux of British settlers, but it is not to be
forgotten that when they were few there
‘was no sign in this direction that the Eme~
pire was going to pieces.

L ] . »

The jail prisoners who escaped from: the
Park will fall into the hands of the police
again, doubtless, but the ease with whicn
they escaped is somewhat discouraging.
Not to have escaped would have stamped
them as men of no enterprise, for the au-
thorities provided them with every chance,
even to disguises. And they knew, of
course, that the guards would not shgot,
even if they had am opportunity. 'The
scheme needs revising evidently.

______ s S ==

LIBERALS ENDORSE
THE G. T. P. PROJECT.

(Continued from page 1.)
Nothing is known here of the report
cabled from London that Joseph Cham-
berlain has invited a discussion wvith the
Canadian; government over the proposal
that one pf our officers should be declared
eligible for appointment to the mpost. of .
general officer commanding the Clanadian:
militia. The story may be true eiough;
though, as it is well known that the im-
perial authorities would prefer to have an
imperial officer over the Canadian force.

The redistribution committee met at 9
o’clock tonight and took up Ontario.

Mr. Clark, commencing with Toronto,
did not see why the county of York should
have one unit while the city should have
a different and very much larger. It took
41,000 to elect-a member in Toronto,while
in the county it only took some 22,000.

Hon. Mr. Fitzpatrick pointed out that
in Montreal the population was larger
than in Toronto and the representation
was mo greater. )

Mr. Kemp and Mr. Osler supported Mr.
Clark’s views, maintaining that the urban
population should be represented as fully
as the rural. v

Mr. Borden said that thé argiiment was
made that a good many ' “members - who
represented Tural constituercies lived in
cities. The Toronto members wanted

| eight. members for the 'city. :

Hon. Mr. Sutherland said that the unit
in Toronto was smaller than in Winnipeg
and Mr. Davis, Saskatchewan, pointed out
that if cities got the same unit as rural
districts farmers would be deprived of a
great number of representatives.

Toronto gets five members and Ottawa
will elect two as at present. The city
will not be divided in two constituencies.

The following counties in Ontario have
been munanimously agreed upon to have
one member: Prescott, Glengarry, Stor-
moat, Frontenac, Russall, Dundas, Carle-
ton, Grenville, Lennox and Addington,
Prince Edward, Durham, Muskoka, Parry
Sound, Peel, Dufferin, Halton, Lincoln,
Welland, Haldimand, Norfoik, Nipissing,
Thunder Bay and Rainy River, Kingston
City, Wentworth, Algoma, and Manitou-
lin Island, Algoma, East Algoma, West
Oxford North and Oxford south, Ren-
frew North and Renfrew South.

Resolutions were passed fixing the fol-
lowing constituencies, the opposition mem-
bers dissenting: North Brant, South
Brant, North Ontario, South Ontario,
Teeds, Brockville, Perthk North, Perth
South,’ North York, South York, Centre
York, Simcoe East, Simcoe South, Simede
North, North Bruce and South Bruce.

Another meeting will be held shortly to
fix the balance of Ontario seats.

On the motion to adjourn the house to-
night Dr. Sproule asked Hon. Mr. Field-
ing if he was prepared to annouace the
government policy in regard to the matter
which they had been meeting today in
secret.

Hon. Mr. Fielding said thalt he was not
ready- He would like to know if the doc-
tor was veady to announce what he and
his party were doing at their secret meet-
ing. .
Dr. Sproule—Trying to find ways and
means to frustrate the rascality of the
government. i

This led Mr. Fielding to remark that
they had been endeavoring for years to
make some capital against the government
but with very little success. House ad-
journed.

The senate passed the partial supply bill
and the Canadian Northera aid bill with-
out amending.

“Grover Cleveland ‘will accept presiden-
tial momination if shown that this is his
duty to his country and his party. He
does not believe he should be mrged into
decisive adtion at present.” If that is the
case we may be sure Mr. Cleveland, in
due season, will be convinced that, to do
his duty to country and party, he must
accept. But Colonel Roosevelt, the bronco-
buster, has a considerable start. Can the
Democrat overtake him in 'the presidential
race? The betting will favor the Republi-
can.

In Servia,

If you were a dweller in Servia
With murders and things to unnervia,
I'll bet you would flee
To your native countree
So straight that there’s nothing would
Swervia.

Mr. Chamberlain, as chancellor of Birm-
ingham University, has presented that in-
stitution with a fine collection of speci-
mens of the mining product of South
Africa.

Leeds has 21,600 acres of parks, a record
for Britain, next to London, which has 75,-
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