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still. Not even the bark of a 
visitor knocked three times, I 
at all the windows, and even tried 
peer in between the cloved blinda The 
thickly robed figure seemed suddenly 
to drop, ami stood crushed and deeo 
let* in silenoe on the big stone by the 
closed door. The family |wer* gone. 
Even the bouse was dead.

Not far away the fun was at young 
flood, and seemed likely to rise t ) a 
spring tide of merriment. The new 
minister was s perfect treasure, lie told 

wildest stories, і
date grown up children in a roar. And] 
the tree ? Ab; the tree! It was a sight 
to behold. The entire company, with 
the haby in Ileebia's arms at the head, 
■МеЬМІ III preOMllOO into Ibe big 
kitchen, while the minister actually 
played the bridal march from “ l»bcn 
grm " on the tinkling old piano. Every 
body said it sounded oeautifully, though 
the treble В flat was dead. Nobody 
noticed it, for the minister always ex 
routed a

a. The“ What is your own, senorita?” asked 
the priest, cautiously.

** Elvira de Hernarez y Komara."
The novice started, as the nun altered 

the words—her oiyn name Ь 
“But what of that?*" 

nun. “ Are 
of no membe 
Christian name."

“ It is ion 
world, senon 

“ Yes, along time !" s 
is young, very young ! 1 
not, I never could have kn> 
do you not tell me all ?”

“ You know your cousin, the Conde 
Ifernarex, I>on Fernando'.'" suggested the
‘"she

if your father was to hear from her 
might feel more kindly dispoeitioned to­
wards her.”

“ Luke thinks he 
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But in that later time, when naught doth

Within the shelter pf the vengeful

But heaps of silver-iishes, seared white, 
Then 'tin the bleucben tires through 

ange m ght
iftly, and the thistle wings are

Now surely hast th- u kinship with the 
fleWv,

U Koul ! Now- in thy purple vested

• Kbait tbnfl fare upward from thy thorn- 
girt ways. ‘

iby hurt cry then, fur the failure 
folds
uuilsnt comfort. Li » I by fire ami 

Fur thre und for the tfiistle wings 

— //nrv А. Tit ley, ta Harvtrt Weekly.
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It was a sore subject. The one way­
ward, willful child of the Deacon's first 
wife had left the quiet farm when only 
«ygbteen, and when her sister Heehu
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ig since you left the outer 
ta," said the priest, gently.

he sighed. “She yenm ot age. The old 
was very dull. Thete wav in the 
veins a dash of wild blood inherited 
u mother whose father had been 

a traveling merchant, a wanderer 
and down the earth. T 
inherited from some unknown unoeetor 
a beautiful voice and an intense longing 
for expression in music and for applause 
and approval. The (arm life ha I eeemed 
too narrow, the village too small a stage, 
and, with her father's consent, bad gone 
to Boston to study music—nod never re 
turned. lAdters personal entreaties, 
and commands were alike useless. Khe 
had found her work, she said, a 
fused to go back to the farm. Fro 
tune forth the Dcaco 
of her. and said she was 
all. Happily for the lat 
their mother, the younge 
very plain chicks—the 
Hesbia and eobe 
given much to b 
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" The young senorita is his only child," 
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Agam that sharp pant, as though some 
bidden wound bail been touened. Khe 
turned to Elvira, with a long loving look, 
in winch there were tenderness mingled 
wot, bitter pain, then folding both her 
film» round the 
kl#*' I her again and again. 
f1 Ab* you my cousin?" asked Elvira, 

lly, at len

tietimo can amort 
both hands on the 
quite inspiring.

en the entire procession had 
marched three times round the tree the 
company sat down—the little folks in 
front and the grown ups behind. The 
Deacon was given the best chair, near 
the dresser and opposite the big window 
that looked out on the black night.

Everybody declared that there had 
been only one mistake. They should 
have bad a Saint Nicholas to give out the 
presents. However, the minister discov­
ered a new talent, and began to give out 
the presents with the most amusing and 

ancing remarks concerning every 
gift, when a most singular thing happen­
ed. The worthy Deacon, who bad been 
beaming upon the company from his big 
chair, suddenly gave a cry, and threw up 
his hands, and actually fainted away, big, 
strong man that he was.

Nobody could tell what was the mat 
ter. Some said he was too near the 
stove, others thought the room too close, 
and everybody wanted to help. Happily, 
it eeemed to be only*11 a slight fainting 
spell," as his wife expressed it, and, 
der the genial influence of a dash of icy 

from the well, he soon recovered, 
minister who had- seised a tin 

]out in the cold with

n refused to speak 
dead to the

«rood were
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AND AFTER MONDAY, 2lth NOVEM- V/ BER 1W«), tin- TrnliiMOf Ihlw Hail way will 

run Dally (Hu uday excepted) as follows:

>rlfrtrd Srrial. K3W“"r bp

home stay і 
іег, quiet Tommy, a

Hesbia ha<l closed the door, and the 
Devon's wife watched the fire, thinking 
much of the absent one and of the day 
that should be so glad and was so sad. 
.Just then there were sounds of sleigh 
bells without.

“Meeting must be over and folks go­
ing Lome."

Presently 
into the yard.

“ Must be father
Before she could

wondering girl, she 1
3j|$ELVIU-A; ft'htlu gth, while she clung to 

relative affectionately, 
cousin, then, that my 
і he hail named me

іnew foil
Trains will leave Holm John,“ You mu*t

er once told me 
r. are you not?"
•' 1 think so, ./іzrriz/h, yes," was tiie 

answer, and the dark eyes were dim with
no rnotb^p said Elvira, 

soft cheek against the pale 
her cousin, “ no female relative 

you try to love me for my 
-loser pressure of those folding arms, 

and another touch of the quivering lips, 
answered her with a fuller emphasis 
than woMs could have done.

The abadesa and Kenaldo 
авійе as much as the limited extent of" 
the room permitted, but they now came- 
forward.

“We must go, Hermann Beatrix," said 
the al-adesn, addressing the elder Elvira 
by her convent name. “ Your young 
cousin will be in peril of discovery if 
remain. 1 will bring her again ин soon 
as I can safelg. do so ; meanwhile, com 
fort you:self with the hope pf speedy 
freedom."
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;

laying her
one of the sleighs turned

and the minister." 
nee t-> welcome, there

Wil №mother?"

came a lively tap on the frosty window, 
nnd, looking up. she saw ;i round, jolly 
face pressed against the window, and 
heard a muflled Voice cry through the

•‘ Tell Richard to bring the minister 
over to our house after dinner. We 
going to have a tree. Come, all of you. 
(«real do digs,and Mary wants you to taste 
her new сак--—it's a receipt she got from 
the city. Don't forget. Merry Christ 
mas to He*by ami Tom."

Sue nodded to show ehe understood, 
and then the face disappeared. A mo 
ment later she saw her hdlbaml’s young 
er brother climb into his big sleigh and 
drive away with his brood, while an echo 
of shouts und merry laughter seemed to 
warm the frosty air.

“.Seven, without the baby. Edward's 
a quiver-full, ttmugh they do seem to 
get along i-oaiforlablf, considering. Sup 
I"1»» fnib'-r will go, though he does bate 
a noise. There ! He’s coming now, and 
the tninikter, looking half froze."

ps was the Dea

h*

ТПВ TWO RI.VIHAS.

Ascending the stairway, the abadesa 
and her two companions traversed the 
corridor, until they came to a row of 
«•ells, each closed with an iron door. Une 
of these 
visit was
paused, and produced a key. which she 
proceeded to fit into a small Keyhole.

They entered. The room was some

pointed than the other ; a snial 
bedstead and a stool were all the 
ture it contained, but that was’not so 

t wretched as straw on the cold floor, iin 
the-side of the bed sat a nun, ol spare 
form and wasted countenance, but po* 
aessing an exquisite beauty of feature 
which struck Eh io ravages . #
of time, no suffering, could disguise the \. j** 
loveliness of that noble brow, that deli ; 
cafiely formed mouth and'chin ; and the y,, . .
large plaintive eye»’ only looked darker : > , '
and richer lor the hollows tbat shadowed 1 , , *
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"isn&zsz'SiS-*"“ freedom ! Freedom for of‘f
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autiful Країн again ?" exd 1 une*I 
orita de Hernari-z. looking bewil 

with the sound of liberty 
(»od wills," answered Kenaldo 

shall їм* free within n week."
child named for me?" she 
lung her hold of Elvira's
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The Deacon was quite vexed with him 

self for making such a 
such a happy cm-cas ion, and the company 
again took then places be»»!* tin- |nair 
neglected tree. The Dssmm did not 
want to come back to the kitchen kill 
the minister insisted that the fun cut I

settled 10 resume his chair oppxsiU- the 
big « ndow

••Now," se»I the minister, when all 
і were ready* " 1 have a greei iurj 

you all I have r*o#ive.i * 1 
from mir worthy Kami Nu holes mwhu i, ■ 
he eays that, un 1-е» hie ІЄНІ І». I • »! •.»» W 

fh* breaks down, he shall Hark VVhat's eV 
that? MUigb l-elle ' Ікиїї etu boys 1 j rjr.
You II frighten I *011'1er an I BMawn, an I ; 
they may shy snd upset the Hi 
ha I There is a krmrk ’

ware tilled with unutterable .................... \ J* I1***' •» »е«4гіе Bell. . , . "-•» he* nu eeual inihlem any other couu-Ibis was so, tMNienee шйиміу aeid • sml, : It, F.iU> eu.i-iwl 1., |»atenl* 
and lb* minister bel to eey 

“ < Ot**. 10, ple«see 
The j|on< slowly 

rhwe.|, and there 
mark, d tln tta.nl Niclm 

know *« you cat. 1 «Toak, with 1
blue silk écart wraniMs-i
to h«»ep «nil the ool4
the l.r-loved .Kaihi. 
lull of bun-lies Me 
company and then bowed slowly J 
all, while bis eye# twinkled merrily
Home Unmgbl ihel lu» eye# were very ||r,,* • 'wevi^lWe-l.i 
clear and hfiaht fiu owe of hi» age, but «01»*
this was soon rorgvntcn m ih# » tenu tbal : trouâtes 1 
followed r'Vfi

“ <4«me right in, • tear Kami, said Ut# j by ч>* was ef

you, and wieli you mould el*y 
with us all the time and make the whole . uii.»
year a Christmas Day Have you any ! ........ .... heielvet.ib«. ,.,,1 a,,1.1,.,, T U.”''S.Їи'.'ї:,! К’.'-ЛІ'.ТГн»

lhe worthy Saint l«owed eolemnly,and ktfieey 1 n — *»» 1 м, i#.,

He took it, and read the name 
“ For KiiTg* Нами*."

•The saint seemed to be allcctoil 
hiN«t of the room, and eteadieil _ 
against the wall. No words oou 
press the astonishment of the entire 

ipany. 'Hesbia with trembling fingers 
opened the package. Wonder of w 
dore ! A dozen kid gloves, a silk1 scarf, 
and a little box. The poor girl was 
overwhelmed with surprise and delight.
Oh! the box. Only some pink jeotton.
Ah ! a diamond pin ! Never in all the 
country side had such splendor been 
seen. Everybody jumped up and tried 
to get a look at the presents. This was 
indeed a truly remarkable Santa Claus.

down ! Sit down, everybody !
The Saint must go soon, and she—I mean 
be—has more presents.”

This quieted the good folks, and when 
the Saint held out another package 
nearly all were seated.

“ ‘ For mother.' Why, that's strange I 
There are two good mothers here. Who 
is it for, Mister Santa Claus?"

The Saint had unaccountably hid be­
hind the Christmas tree, when suddenly 
the worthy Deacon sprang up and cried 
out, in the most irreverent man 

“ By mighty ! It's—"
He flew over the seats and knocked 

over two of the smaller boys and the 
tree—oh I the tree ! He tritfd to 
round it, and it fell with a mighty sw 
on the floor, end there, behind it, stood 
the Deacon with a beautiful woman in a 
fur cloak in his

And everybody cried and laughed all 
at once, and the back door opened, and 
big, lank, homely Luke Somers stalked 
in and said, in a loud voice : '

“ I put my bosses in yer bam 'cause I 
kinder guessed Mahible wouldn’t want 
to be druv back to the depot to-night"

And then the minister began to sing, 
in a big, manly voice that semehow was 
very quavery:
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VNNuaLS-»Ш Ha,e, I •t. Toronto, Ont :drea's spartmrnt hour* In for»-, and had 
kept up thn watch for her exit. She 
came not, and when .1 usim was obliged 
to leave her post of observation,

" ; found Elvira in the refectory. The 
e0 I dess, then, had betrayed some necret

( To be continued.)
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Ibe deacon’s wife came downstairs 
and entered the broad, low dining room, 

hui * f*b* bait lx*en up to take a last look at 
truth I knew Un the upare room to see that it was pro-
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morning. The good woman looked out 
b. the window u|xm the snowy road and 

lull gray sky with a sigh.
"Must l.e terrible .weather for poor 

to a »ign from tfa. particularly if their wood-pile's
ebadtwa, bail srateil Wisell on the «de scanty 
of її.»- narrow -b#d, aid now, with her 
cloak thrown I*, k from her fa ••
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real ('hristtan idea, even if his parentagi* 
is a trifle misty.

lhe early night’had come before 
Hesbia and h«-r mother bait fairly cleared 
away the table The Deacon and hi»> 
guest were seated before the roaring 
hickory, deep m the огорн, the weather, 
and the state of the church, when the 
youthful Tommy loudly announced his 
wish to go to the Christmas tree. ^

“I^t us go," said the minister. “Every 
thing must give way to the young folks 
on 1 bristmaa Day."

So it was that the entire family^ in­
cluding the big dog, trained ott' through 
the snow to Uncle Edward's, leaving the 
old house shut. The lights were put 
out and ibe tire covered over, lest it go 
out and leave the old homo with only a 
cold heart.

Abou,t an hour later the clouds moved 
away and the stars came out. There was 
a cold, belated moon, and every s 
drift seemed more blank and ghastly 
against the black stone walls. A bitter 
wind began to stir, and the tall sprucea 
before the house, already deep greenish- 
black in the cold, seemed to sigh fitfully. 
Up from the mill pond, where the ice 
glittered like a silver lake.’came unearth 
ly moans, dreadful readings, as if the 
heart of the ice had snapped. Beyond 

ny cries from the frozen water, 
ng in the cold and the shivering 

sighs in the sleeping trees, there was not 
a sound. All nature seemed dumb or 
dead.

Then th 
came the
Nearer and nearer, and then 
ing of fast-driven horses and 
crunch of heavy runne 
grew loud, and abruptly 
sort of aofanza of bells

A covered sleigh from the nearest rail­
road, six miles away. The benumbed 
driver got down and hastily covered his 
panting horses, and then assisted a well- 
wrapped figure down from the back seat.

“ Guess the folks ain't to hum. House 
seems kinder shut up.*

“Ub! L boite not. Wait a moment, 
Luke, till I find out."

The figure seemed to know the way, 
for it crept carefully over the icy walk, 
confidently opened the eate, and walked 
straight op the pati> under the dark and 
somlier epyic#".

No lightTlie^ound. All dark and

•>ik, • 
d lie munster. " you newt пні їй» afranâ We

ol (i-iaiulu) lender 

»h# murmured, e-ill

$SEC«,•ai l, with an «e* 

Elvira, in obedw

FREE OF OHAROE.

і end» •i..h«M be glared in every eriii• 
1er'» awl I** Iter • Hi Me l bnmehuel ilia lend.

G KG. A Mi.lXiNAIjp,W e 1 Kelling» ll,». world to etui» a# Wenfirlr 
Ik-il where it,». ««if rent I» 1 noter the • •.мім.I ••(

I lli* pell'Hl а» 1 <»ii plelr I» a» ill F» We, an 
u»e the earn* Irall »« ail lutwfU Ihel »## imi 
a vlaul l.v »lm|.lr »*.h.. Ing Ih- „umber i.l 
nefl» Th- i.rdloary bell» are uM eu

W» »la»l> l,»wl sat R«i»r ГаІІаа I 
Other belt» lie»* I we її I» the marhel |MI>« 

ami Um years lunger, hut Unlay there aie 
mure iiwru Bell, niaiiufeetorvii and aul.l 
than all other makes nombtaed. The people

liKiked at the ample fire filazmgon 
the lirirk hearth, glanced

gazing, m a strange laenneüon, ...1 th.- dock that marked nearly noon, 
tmpri.niie.l qun,til ling a. if aouiewh.re, turned up lb* big table alrea«ly set for 
ill a dreani, sh«-must have-e*n that de dinner. >he touche»! the white cloth 
licaie profile, and heard the low, silver i,«re and there, as if to straighten it, 
loui-.l voice. Something m h.r fixed glanced oro, the double row of blue 
gaz" i-eemi-l to attract the nun s fiance plate» and thru «іюке up a* if calling, 
to her vnih a sort ol magnetic spell, as *ouie one 
such earnest looks will ihaw the alien •• Hesbia 
lion of their'objecL The door

gleaming •■» f.xe.l them ] with sleeve» 
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A Slater in till- faitti, senorita; Voung. ; 
but true to her IiOrd, as yourself. N 

■But what wua her name in the world'? 
Hiked the nun.

I h«-n. before Kenaldo could reply, she 
eat down beside-the wondering Elvira, 
ami, taking her hand with a careen urn 
movement, looked dreamily into tlm■

1plates."
1 must have been thinking of Hitty." 

“ You know what your Father says, 
itty is dealt to us now."
“ That don't таку her out really dead 

>oke, and
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turned the

put up with tbe drumsticks. Luke 
ttnmere had just got back from the city, 
and he's seen so much suffering he’s 
bout concluded to stop giving to Foreign 

M mamas and give to the poor."
" You don't suppose Luke happened

“ He knows all. about it—everybody 
does— and just bow set father is, yet be 
did inquire ,« littie at tbe police station* 

miaaiooe."
“ Luke is just .. little presuming, Hee-
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JP e hesitated, as if Seeking words to 
which to give lhe information eue sought, 
without too suddenly startling her She 
waited eagerly

" Senon la," be said, el length, “ you 
are not tbe last of 'your race1 '

" Then she is of my family,'' said tbe 
nun, -and 1 was not mistaken 'when і 
traced that mirror vision in her Та. 
though I was 
her name?"
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QTAMP8 of New Brunswick, Nova Beotia, 
O P. K. Island, Newfoundland, Ac., used be­
fore lew. I will pay from le. te $10.00 
each tor them, be «Idee I

the “ Be it ever so humble—"
But before he had gone two bars with 

tbe melody be dropped into the base, 
for a glorious soprano had caught the 
strain and carried it grand and high over

each ter them, be «Idee 10 per eewt. extra for 
those left on the orlgriwaJ en velu nee. 
«lampe, need tor half the face value, SLOO 
eaeb. These mast be left on the entire en­
velope. Bend what other» you may find for

Vierroa,

bm I* STOCK і "If
'" 1 «*в4 him, mother. It was all my 

work, and be did it to pleaeli me
"You may be right. It's juat possible

never eo fair as that. But JDtqUBH ALDdJNJLN^OOLLAHB ln^lhe 
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Manchester. Robertson 1 Allison,
the happy chorus.
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