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Helen Gaskill's brown eyesblazed
with hot indignation, and two red

spots  appears d

ehecks as she angrily clutehied a

har dimpled

on

evpy of the Burlingham Bawner

eonbining a ma icibus and bigoted
ck

Barlingham

att upon the Catholic Chureh,

| : i ¥ s G
of about 75,000 population, pro-|because I regard your article as an | fice. This mian had not even the sections of the community.

manuseript on his desk.
|  Stoneman shrugged his should-
ers and slowly resumed his seat,
He picked up and read the letter
and as he concluded, said:

“I suppose you've come for
Father Skelly?”

Her brown eyes flashed fire and

her white, even teeth gave an omi-
(nous click.
| “Father Skelly knows nothing

of my coming. He's quite able to
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and as she spoke she tossed lﬁ:r[ He rose to indicate that the in-'

| terview was at an end.

| “Then you won't print my ao-
|swer?” :

“I am sorry to say that it is im-
| possible.”

| “And you will eontinue this cam-
paign of slander?”

He smiled.

“We shall adhere to our poliey.
| [t—it is not prejudice; it is a mat-
ter of dollars and cents.”

Helen had a sudden feeling of

| » y ’ 2 ol ¥ ‘e intere sertal
was a typical city [take care of himself. I've come|nausea as she left the Banner of- that will be sure to intere stu_llnn‘

gressive, wide-awake acxd full of [insult to myself as it is to every .courage of his convictions, Bigotry
»er ’ . | ’ 4 >

opportunities for ambitions Ameri
cuny
peace and harmony, regardless of
sheir political and  religions con-
But

ing element

victions. recently a disturb-

had come into the

eommunity Paid anti - Catholic

agents had been engaged in work-

ny up a “movement,” and  this
4

nasty article in the Bunner was

the beginning

of the campaign for

i'l":hl.mul L

Her intellect he had a college
educafion—no less than her sense
of right and just was offended
as Helen  Gaskill skimmed over
the article.  Even while she read

the paper she picked out the weak
points and the evident contradie-
tions of the attack., She was filled
with a consuming desire to answer
the

how the editor had permitted such

slanders, and she wondered
stufl to soil the pages of his paper.
She was acquainted with Carson
Btoneman, the editor and publisher
of the Banmer, just as she was
with Francis Bassett, the control-
ting power of the Clarion, the
rival newspaper. Instinctively she
bogan to frame the wording of the
protest she felt like making to
Stoneman. She would make him
anderstand that he had grievously
‘and unnecessarily offended one-
shird of the people of Burlingham,
and insulted the intelligence of
most of the others.

Her only fear was the fear she
would bave in arvousing interest
o0 the part of her co-religionists.
The Church had been attacked,
misrepresented
in one form or another for twenty
centuries, and the puny efforts of
one little newspaper in a small

and calumniated,

eommunity might not be considered
But Helen
was modern, practical and combat-

worthy of attention.

ive and had no desire to pursue
the path of least resistance. Thirty
of the

were sold every day and it was

thousand copies Banner
just the same as though thirty
thousand persons had entered that
wany homes and spread a poison-
ous lie—a lie that might affect the
eternal destiny of mauny souls. In-
deod, it was worse because it had
the prestige which comes with the
solemn whisper: “I read it in the
paper.”

Helen knew that Carson Stone-
but had
mever suspected him of being a
bigot.
the guilty copy of the Bunner,

man was a non-Catholie
As she sat there clutching
her line of action became clear and

That

elear and convinecing refutation of

distinet. night she wrote a
the slander, and in the morning
mallied forth to the office of the
editor of the Banner. Reading a
the
mewspaper on the way down town,

eopy of the current issue of
and finding in it a second sluring
article on Catholicity only con-
firmed her in the wisdom of the
course she had taken.

At sight of his unexpected visi-
tor, Carson Stoneman rose from
his leather-backed chair and cour-
teously motioned her to be seated.

“This is indeed a pleasure,” he
purred in his most professional
manner, “I—" . :

“It's not’ a pleasure to me,” in-
terrupted his caller with startling
directness, “but a disagreeable duty.
T've come about the slanderous
article you printed on the Catholic
Church in yesterday’s Banner.
Here's an answer I want published,”

i oz
The people lived together in

jmr-lnhrr of the Catholic Chureh.”
He smiled in a superior sort of
the

way, and Helen noticed for

evasive,

But, my dear Miss Gaskill,” he

lutely nothing personal in the ar-
|

|
lticle
| bicie,

Fin /
| Church as an institution, and you
| .

{
the right to do that.”

“I econcede nothing of the kind,”
was the spirited veply.  “The laws
which holds a citizen up to a 'ridi-
cule and contempt of his fellow

citizens is a libel and
an irritating langh, “you don't

us for libel.”

“I didn't say that. T do say
your article must have the effect
of injuring certain of your fellow
citizens among those uninformed
of the truth concerning the Catho-
lic Church, and I claim the right
to answer it. I am willing to be
braver than you. Your article
was anonymous. My name is
signed to my reply.”

He toyed with the pages on his
desk for a few moments and then
spoke slowly, as if measuring his
words:

“I'm afraid I can’t oblige you.
Letters of this kind will stir up a
controversy.”

Helen had risen in her wrath.

“I like. that!” she cried, with
blazing eyes. “It is you who have
stirred up the controversy with
your libel. You make a cowardly,
underhand attack and then refuse
us the right to defend ourselves!”

He was becoming uneasy under
these hot reproaches. He adopted
a conciliatory tone:

“Miss Gaskill,” he said softly, “I
admire the way in which you
It
But: you must

stand up for your religion.
does you eredit.
not forget that some of usare very
fond of the protestant religion.”

Helen threw precaution to the
winds,

“Protestantism isn't a religion—
The |
name proelaims that. You've re-
jected Catholicity. Maybe that is
your right,

it's only denial of a religion.

I don’t question it.
But I will not remain silent while
you try torob me of my faith.
You attack_it, I demand the right
to defend it.”

He shook his head sorrowfully.

“I can’t print your letter—to do
so would stultify the Banner®

“Not to do so would be to pro-
claim yourself a coward,” she in-
sisted.

He shifted uneasily in his chair.

“You use strong language. You're
excited. 1 want to assure you that
I haven'tanything whatever against
the Catholic Church.  FThis—this
is a matter of policy. You know
this is a Protestant community—
strongly so.”

Helen became calmer. She even
smiled.

“If by that you mean that the
majority of the Protestants in this
city endorse mean and false attacks
on my Church, I take issue with
you. I don’t believe anything of
the kind. Many of my friends are
non-Catholics and I am sure that
most of them are absolutely fair
and honorable. That has been my
' experience.”

|
mean to say you're going to sue!

It was
as he so badly patat, simply a mat
But as

with him was a business.

ter of dollars and cents.

|
first time that he had thin lips, |she neared her home a light began | ly neglected by both the Banner|
and that his eyes were shifty and |to dawn upon he® understanding. |and the Clarion.

{In an nnguarded moment of frank-

And,

{ness he had told the truth.

said soothingly, “there was abso- |as she reflected upon the question, eolumns of church news.

she began to see that most higots

It simply attacked your|and bigotted publications worked  manifold activities of the Catholic |

It

| . e
upon the Stoneman principle.

{must sarely concede that we have | was a matter of business with them. | people went to the Catholie chur-

| They preyed upon the credulous
;nnf! the ignorant. It was an easy

But how

way of making money.

of the State say that a publication | was it possible to deal with sueh | prise he felt.

knaves! For an honest bigot one

The Stone
man gype only inspired disgust. To

might have respect.

“Oh, I say,” he interrupted with |attack them, as her younger brother | gerated in the least.”

{might have put it, wasonly to
The in-
dignation of honest opponents was
grist to their mill.

“plug her game along.”

Must she give
up the effort to obtain justice? She
sat at her writing table at home
pondering over the problem. She
idly turned the pages of the dic-
tionary, and happening to look at
the book, her attention' was attract-
ed by.a word and its definition.
It stared at her in this wise:

Boomérang, n. 1. Weapon
used by native Australians; a
stick of hard wood, so curved
that when thrown forward it
takes a whirling eourse upwai
till it stops, when it returns wi
a swoop and falls in the rear of
the thrower. 2. Any scheme on
plan which recoils upon theorigi-
nator.

In that instant her resolution
was conceived and prepared to be
put in execution. Later she called
it the new game of “The Bigot
and the Boomerang.” Two main
thoughts were in her minds. The
tirst was the oft-repeated assertion
of the citizens of Burlingham that
the town was only big enough for
one first-class daily newspaper,
The second was that Burlingham
actually had two newspapers. The
Banner was prosperous and en-
The
Clarion had a small cireulation and
had difficulties in keeping its head
above water. It was well edited,
printed all of the news that was
“fit to print,” but, somehow, it could
not get out of the slough of des-
pond. It was Helen’s fortune to
know the editor and publisher,
Francis Bassett, and only recently
he had confessed to her in a semi-
humorous vein that if conditions
did not improve his clean news-
paper would go into . bankruptey,
That very night she called at the
dffice of the Clariow and told the
story of her experience with the
Bammer to Francis Bassett.

“This is interesting, but it only
contirms my opinions of Stoneman,”
he said, as he stroked his strong
jaw; “but how can Lhelp you, Miss
Gaskill? You certainly do not want,

joyed a large circulation.

fectly legitimate
can inc

Clarion.

ay in which you

4

sun, but we don’t seem

to be able

| to get out of the rut. Anwsplpe;w;'

me to advertise the Bamm-bywﬂng his circulation was

printing replies to its scurrilous at- Way,
tacks.” {brains enough
“Not at all,” was the quick re-|cause. He kept

ply, “but I want to tell you a perd!
rease the cireulation ofthg ) :

‘He gave a loud, wholesome laugh.
“If you can do that I will surely
owe you a debt of gratitude. -We ||
have tried everything under the|

owned b
; : T e night, B
i queer proposition. 1t is the| SUITS DRY CLEANED | When fooking for LANp conferene
hardest thing on earth “"“'"‘ | HAVE Your Suirs DRY CLEANED. |see me. I ean sell you Jang The nexk
has more lives than a cat; but o.nce I We Dry-Clean Ladies’ and Gents atall prices and on the terms the cl.ty t
it dries up it is next to impossible | Garments, sent per parcel post. you want. thinking
to rejuvenate it. I know that we First Cmsqwﬁipklmgmgpbo AJ RIES ST. GREG ing town.
are getting out a good paper, but | HUMBOLDT . 8 4 - GREGOR, ham was
we somehow do not seem able to ™ 7 o560 She “: by. 8o
get readers.” Y e : S Board of
ove gt he sheuns wa - 3 Pian0S, Phonographs, Accordions, Harmonicas, ol
lave negiectec e C U Y . F ; i
“How" heasked, a bit vesent-| 8 Yiolins and other Musical Instruments wanted-t
f””"'_' : Fo 2 § We are fiow prepared to fill all your wants in these lines, peopasy
v ~“By simply printing some news z For QUALITY CORRECTNESS and PRICE our inStrUm{'ntg a mat?er
¢ cannot be excelled by any firm in Canada. With every Piap, anything
| * - i : impor
| § or Phonograph we give A LASTING GUARANTEE, none that is an mpo)
“As for instance?” : td be good only until the IDStmment is once used, but we ham.
“Well, I'll tell you. 'l"h'f inter-| & together with the manufacturers stay by our guarantee for “No, it
ests of more than one-third of the| & years after. Another point you must bear in mind: you wij es, slowly
people in Burlingham are absolute- | i not have to wait for months in case you need ANY REpaIgs, of which
¢ as you will have to with most other machines. We haye be we ha
I refer to Cath-| § ALL REPAIRS CONSTANTLY ON HAND, ik
olic news.  Last Saturday the two| & 2000 RECORDS to select from. Prices from 20 cts, up, Mayor, *
papers in this city printed nine { Send for our Catalogues. We will gladly mail it to you. for. Tel
Not a| /¢ Sy g i g
2 7 “Wel
single line of it referred to the| $ We have a large stock of Silverware, Cut Glas, Clocks, i L‘:eof' ‘
% Stationery, Religious Books and Pictures, Statues, etc. O:Jr i
Church. Yet I know that more| § ' /.
] aos olics are
i M. 1. MEYERS  Jeweller and Optician  HUMBOLDT Catholic
ches last Sunday than to all of the| & _ 00066000 66600000 00000000600500600 000 soriAta
other churches combined.” o :
RAGADAUDAD DA DANDAUDADAD AN D AR ) ‘e unwi
Frances Bassett Jooked the sur- Eﬁ%%ggg%@gﬁﬂﬁgg%§zélgy ilre not
A e 2
; : ) » . . T here,,the
“If you don’t accept my \\-mw],‘ &\ﬁ-\ For WEddlng Glfts and Rlngs z opment ¢
go over the papers yourself, and| 22 ; know. 8
{you will find that I'haven't exag-| Zj s see $ ; : the army
=i =3 try.- Th
“T'll doso,” was the hearty re- é‘-"! E T ‘homberg - e
|sponse; “and I'll promise to remedy | 22 . e ; T@ Hoalodn
the neglect. Inthe meantime have| E%t, Watchmaker and ]eweller e “They
your people send in any items of ' Xz = the
interest and I'll see that they are Issuer of Marriage Licenses. Main St, HUMBOLDT, SASK. (&% e
printed. You know, most of our the attit
religious matter is contributed: f (e R
i it s i sumumssewl |
anything in.” F j A dd o
“That's perfectly true,” acknow- r 1 f(')r t!‘e :
ledged the girl, “but I'm going to CALL IN TO MY SHOWROOM Clarson,
e fmrly (
" Pl 2
try and educﬁte them to doing it and 10(_)]( over the New 72 i
in the future. ¥
She was as good as her word. : Prmt‘;‘ng‘
[o the course of the next few men u;;
weeks items concerning the activ- ; youut:a;i
ities of the Knights of Columbus, H . e £ i e 50
the Holy Name Society, and the the Car with the I'la" “““ﬂll Dollar Motor. me"I'“}:'P:
St. Vincent de Paul Society began e SR A % -
to appear in the Clarion. And at The Price lB within h-of ‘everybody the E"rem
the same time the circulation of wanting an up-to-date Car. 2 turm}r;g
the Clarion slowly and almost per- 1 WILL GIVE YOU A DEMONSTRATION ANY TIME Sy,
ceptibly began to improve. Bassett | ST - y on; g’c‘
was delighted. He met Helen Let me know your requirements to the
Gaskill at intervals and thanked and I can supply your wants in anything for the Farm. “Nott
her for her *interest in his news- FARMERS! I have a Portable Granary on exhibit reply, “
papers at my ware house in Humboldt. “Double ply lurber and b
“As a matter of news, you are metal roof. Get my price before buying elsewhere. men,” sa
entitled to one-third bf the space : ¢ men anc
given to church happenings. You D L LAC I I E it will b
haven't come up to that amount E- . E U R factory
with your offerings. Keep up the R e T born an
good work.” : THE HUMBOLDT MACHINE MAN rest of 1
“We're not going to insist upon Main Street HUMBOLDT, SASK. Stone
the exact pound of flesh,” she : G when h
laughed. “We ask for no favors vertisin
either. We onl'x want that to IR TR R R A TR A TR R O IO 70 bring St
which/we are clearly entitled.” W VWYYV WYV VY YWY VY W8 g% i
The climax appeared to be| (B . the gro
reached two months later, when| |[E we Have A Fun une Of PAINT E‘ thes pap
the Clarion gave a column a dzy i House paint —Implement paint—Floor paint—Wall paini— % tion. hT
to the t:;lsslonhfor nor.x-Cstho cs ; Kalsomine~ Floor Varnish-Linol Varhish-Floor Wax éi t})‘ppo lu
::":“CNGW b%:ﬂf o “‘;::zt Fathers| | and all colours of Automobile Paint and Varnish J wei"‘i’: ;
: en some| [ . 5 3 e
D erythi: things ke |
touchy reader objected to this, Bas- | | It; fu;t ke‘;ik - too‘l;;i f:;en ik - :,nd m:;‘s /:i own g
sett pointed out that only the week | |8 st f il : % o mx;.c? ' @ their b
before the Clarion had given o| [ A full line' of Drugs, Chemicals and Patent Medicines. % and if ¢
column and a half daily toa re-| !N Marlatt’s Gall Stone Cure always on hand, also Ad-ler-i-ka. g . circulat
vival conducted in the Methodist| | sm.,m School sm m y g adverti:
Church by one Gypsy Brown, an ! . and ,-'l. .’nn - the Cla
afair that was nt attended by| &4 Large Assortment of Gramophones & Records & tion it
half the number of persons who " XE 5 ' : 5 tising.
had frequented the Paulist mission.| & Send i trial order. M m a speciality. Ston
Already the circulation of the | (B - Write us in your own language. accepte
Clarion had climbed to the extent| |E : w : 6 at test wa
of three thousand readers, nmiby‘ ki b\ R g “ the Clo
a curious. chain of circumstances] pw. mist circula
the Banner had lost precisely that MRS eR
. B \

number of subseribers. Stoneman




