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~Provincial Elections Bill Again Under

-charge’ of ohdtruction  ggainst the. op-
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Consideration— Mr. HNeill Gets Con~
cession From Government.

Pross Gallefy, June 5th, 1902.
1f Mr. Martin éver: @igain, makes a

position shecayill-be R’ bold " man.’ ¢ This |
evei’i" he. wasted ‘almost the whole |
nig§t if 0" senseless ‘obstruction of a “bill
relating ¥othe S, P. C. A. Indignation

..on'tho government: side was as manifest

as on ine opposition  benches,

"'hs’ Premier is expected to leave on
Sunday night for England, and there are
thra¢ anxious ‘ministers in consequence
—Messrs, Eberts, Prior and 'Prentice,
are gll in..swiliting for the mantle of
leadership, with chances about even.

A. W. Neill, member for Alberni,
leaves for home on the E. & N to-mor- |
row morning. . It is understood he has
been called home by sickness in his |
family, and, anticipating the speedy con- |
clusion of the session, has paired for the !
remainder of the session with Mr,
Mounce.

Before leaving, Mr. Neill has obtained
from the government an assurance that
the . smail amcunt originally voted for
the district in the original estimates
would be increased by the voting of a
further sum in the supplementary esti-
mates. The government has also agreed
to insert in the Railway Bill, relating to
the ‘construction of the Victoria & Sey-
mour Narrows and Edmonton & Yukon
railways, the following amendments, of
which he has given notice, and whichl
ensures that the railway on the Main-
land will not be contcacted for nor sub- |
sidized unless the coustruction ‘of- the |
Island portion of the road is proceeded
with,at the same time:

In section 2, sub-section (a), line 5,
after the word “inlet,” insert the. fol-
lowing: “Provided, however, that the
government shall not enter into any
agreement for the construction of the
railway from Yellowhead Pass to Bute
Inlet unless and until they have com-
pleted an agreement for the simultane-
ous ‘construction (or within the same
time limit) of the railway from Viectoria
to Seymour Narrows, via Alberni; it be—“"
ing the true meaning and intent of this |
act to provide for the construction of a
continuous line of transportation from
the eastern boundary of British Colum-
bia at or near Yellowhead Pass to a !
roint on the seaboard at or near Bute |
Inlet; thence by ferry to Vancouver
Island; thence by the Victoria & Sey-
mour Narrows railway to Victoria, via
Albérni and Nanaimo.” ° : |
. In section 3, sub-section (e), to add tha |
Tollowing: “Provided, however, ‘that if |
the construction of the railway f:oml
Victéria to Seymour Narrows, via Al-

a vote of 12 to g}), N

“Nothig da this act eontaifed shall

. again committed with Mr, Clifford in the
PR“EEEnlNES ﬂF chair, Mr.MePhillips moved: *

be_construed ‘to give validity o any pur-

. ehase by, a’ harrister or o Saliciterof ‘the
intcrest, “or ‘dny ‘part 0f thi Interest, of
f his client in any suit, action or other

e contentious proceedings to be brought or
2 gt ¢ | maintained, -or to give validity to any

LONG DEBATE ONBHE © . ..+
" CHAMPERTY MEASURE

nfrgemsgﬁl;‘hy Swhich & barrister or -soli-
¢itor xetained or ;emplbyed (to proget
any gi&aeﬁo;gﬁti@\h;{é;s‘ o Mt
onily’ in the evenmt’ off success
suit, action or proceedings.”
This was defeated and the bill was
reported complete with amendments by
il i

committed with Mr, Stables in the chair.
There was a long discussion on this bill,
which was amended”providing as fol-
lews: -1 s s
“(c.) Said list of perscns claiming to
vote shall be guspendeéd:from and after
the last Monday in March and Septem-
ber of each year, and-all applications to

| vote received after the said last Monday

in March and September shall be held

,over until after the courts of revision

provided jfor .in sub-secjion (g) . hereof
respectively, when they shall be posted
up as provided in sub-section (b) hereof.
“(g.) Upen the holding of such court,
it shall be the duty.of such collector to |
hear and :determine any or all objections |
against the retention. of any name or&
rames on the register of voters, as set- |
tled at the ‘previous revision,'and on thef
said list of persons claiming’ to vote, as |
providide for in ‘sub-seétén " (b) hereof;
provided notice of every objection, and
the reason therefor, which may be in the |
form B in the schedule hereto, shall'
have been given to the coHector, by the |
person objecting, fifteen clear days pre-
viously to the holding of such court, and
that the collector shall have forwarded,
twelve clear days before the holding of
such court, a notice through the post
office or in such manner as he may deem i
advisable, to the person objected to, !
stating the fact of such objection, the
ground thercof, and that the same will
be heard at the holding of such court. It
shdll also be the duty of such collector to
strike off the register of woters, and off
the said list of persons claiming to vote,
ali names thereon of persons who shall be
dead, or shall have ceased to reside in
the electoral distriet or riding for which
said collector is acting; before striking
off the name of any person on account
of his being dead, or of his having
ceased to reside in the electoral district,
or riding for which said collector is act-*
ing, the collector shall, unless in the case
of death, such death shall be registered 4
under the ‘Births, Deaths and Marriages:
Registration Act,” give at least  three-
weeks’ notice of his intention to strike
off such name, by posting a letter to
that effect, addressed to such. elector at
his last known residence. Any person
»giving notice of-objection to the collec-
tor, as provided in this sub-section, shall
deposit the sum of one dollar with said
collector for every name objected to,
which sum shall be forfeited to the
crown if the said pbjection is not sus-
tained, and shall be returned to such
person if the said objection is sustained.
The collector, after said court, shall
forthwith make up the register of voters,
or such list, amend ' the register of
Yoters or such list, so far as to correct
the description of residence, or profes-
sion, trade or ecalling entered therein:
Alsy> the following section: “The

. tor;

ayment
m’ such’ and giving the resulfs ‘o

! inspec

! Western

the House rose shortly before midnight. He thought the line with the Coast-

i During the day the folloWing questiong
Were answered: % 5
S8R Y T T Questions, o
* Mr.:Gurtis asked, whatland acreage
is assessed and taxed by the proyince?

Hon. Mr. Prentice replied, “2,941,830
acres, exclusive of town lots.” ,

Mr; Curtis asked:*.1. Does the audi-

¥, Goepel; make any report or
risiduring or at the end of the fiscal
ypar respecting the offices ¥isited by him,
$' examina-

tions? 2. If so, isiit
the government.to
House? s {ap ! 5
ren lidds:

, : ee% .. Goepel,’
ga';b&?gk.teports uring'the fiseal year.
2. No.” ‘ QLA Gy bl

Mr. Fulton-asked the Chief Commis-
sioner .of Lands and Works: 1. What
are.the terms of the agreement with the
Pulp & Lumber Company,
Limited, dated 14th May, 1902, provid-
ing for a reserve of 130 squgre miles on
the North Thompson river and its tribu-
taries? 2. What is the autherized’ capi-
tal of said company? 3. Who are the
directors of said company? 4. Who are
the president and secretary of said com-
peny? 5. Is the government aware
whether any of the said lands reserved
for said company are agricuitural or
meadow lands, and suitable for settle-
ment?

Hon.. Mr. Wells replied: “1..The
terms of ‘the ‘agreement are the same as
appears in a return to an order of the
House, dated 8th April, 1902. 2. $10,000,
with power to _increase. 3. Geo.. -
Scott, Robert Kelly,

Thes. E. ‘Atkins, president;
Scott, secretary. 5. No.”

Geo. ‘D.

T’ress Gallery, June 6th.

The House opened at 10:30 this morn-
ing,

Col. Prior moved the secound reading |

6f the bill for a railway from Kitimaat
to Hazelton. He said it was of as much
importance as the other {wo roads.

Mr. Ellison—Three roads,

Col. Prior—Yes. 1 beg -your pardon;
“three roads.”

Mr. Ellison—You seem to forget our
road. I suppose you think it is ouly a
one-horse road.

Col. Prior—The honorable
has no right to say that.

Mr. Green asked the Minister of Mines
if he thought a a railway would be built
under the terms of the bill;

Col. Prior said he hoped so,
< Kitimaat Arm; ke said," was about 530
miles, or 36 hours’ steamiing trem -Vie-
toria. "The arm was navigable. There
Was no great engineering difficulties and
the land traversed by the railway con-
tained great agricultural land and was
timbered with hemlock, spruce and mug-
nificent cedar. The line would be about
185 miles in length. The outlook for
traffic was very good indeed,

An amendment would be offered mak-
ing the necessity of starting work six
months instead of three months after
Dominion aid was given.

Mr, McPhillips said he believed the
railway should be built, but he approach-
ed them in the same spirit as the other
bills, The bill was not practical and
was known to be such by the ministry.

gentleman

The opposition were in no way respon--

sible for;;the non-effective and purely ac-
ademic meastire, Ministers had gone iun-
to the witness box und sworn that it
was absolutely necessary to give land
aid in order to get the roads built. Were

* for the raflway.

‘Urallway © graffers

berni, mentioned in sub-section (b) of | affidavit provided for in section 3 of
section 2 hereof, shall not have been | this act may be sworn or affirmed be-
<completed before the commencement of | fore .any. justice of the peace, mayor,
the last one hundred and fifty miles of | reeve, alderman, councillor, commission-
the railway from Bute Inlet t6 Yellow- | er for taking affidavits in the Sunreme
head Pass, then the subsidy for the said | court, registrar of titles, deputy registrar

last -one hundred and fifty miles shall |
<nly be paid in the manner following, |
that’is to say: When the subsidy for |
the first 20-mile section shall haye been |
earned, it shall not be paid over to the |
<company until satisfactory proof has;
been furnished to the Lieutenunt—Gov-i
¢rnor-in-council that the subsidy men- !
tioned in sub-section (b) of section 2
hereof has been earned in respect of the ;
constrction of 20 miles of the railway
from Victoria to Seymour Narrows, via
Alberni. The subsidy for the second |
20-mile section shall be paid in the same |
manner, and so-on, section by .section,‘
80 that the subsidy for the last 150 miles
of tHe railway from Bute Inlet to Yel- |
lowhead Pass shall ndt be paid over
until” the construction is completed of
the railway from: Victoria to Seymour
Narrows, yvia Alberni.”

On the House résuming 'in the after-:
toon, ; :

Mr. Oliver, on privilege, absolutely
denied-the Celonist’s report that he had
objected to the withdrawal of the:Queen
Cl*nrl‘otte bill- and ‘bill respecting certain
railway agreements.’ ;

Mr. ‘McPhillips denied the same thing
attributed to him, g

To Prevent Deception,

On report of the bill respecting decep-
tion in procuring workmen or employees
it was amended in a number of parti-
culars rendered necessary by previous
amendments,

Mr. Caurtis, the promoter of the bill,
assented to the following amendment of-
fered by 'Mr, Hunter:

“It shall be unlawful for any person
doing_ business in this province, by him-
self or by his agent or attorney, to in-
duce, influence or 'persuade a workman
not to change from one place to another
in this province, or to induce,  influenee
or by means of deceptive representations,
false adyertising or false pretences: (a)
concerning the kind and character of the
work to be done, or amount and char-
acter of the compensation to be paid for
such ‘work, or the sanitary or other eon-
<itions of the employment, or (b) as to
the existence or non-existence of g strike
or other trouble then pending between
employer and employees.

“Any employer of this province who has
sustained any damages, by reason of any
of the things prohibited in section 4 of
this act, shall have a right of action for
the recovery of .such damages sustained
in consequence of the false or deceptive
representations, false advertising and
false pretences used to induce such
workmen not to change or to change his
place of employment, against any per-
son directly. or. indirectly causing such
damages.”

The report will be considered at the
next sitting of the Honuse.

Champerty A Bill,
Mr, Martin’s. Champerty :Bill was
. ‘

of titles, notary public, . collector of
votes, provincial. constable, -special pro-
vincial . constable, - government- agent,
government - assessor, mining recorder,
deputy ‘mining- recorder; judge of any
court, stipenddry -magistrate, muncipal
clerk, municipal - -assessor, postmaster,
postmistress-or- Indian agent, and no fee
shall be charged for taking such affi-
davit or -affirmation:™ ' " ;

The committee rose and reported pro-
greds; - . o R 1

The Minister of Mines laid on the
table a_return .ef  correspondence and
reports from the Urow’s Nest Coal Co.

In reply. to Mr. Neill, 'the Minister of
Mines said his report for the year was
delayed .owing to congestion of work in
the printing bureau.

The House rose at 6 till 8.30.

-BEVENING: SBSSION.

The reports of the bill respecting de-
ception in procuring * workmen or em-
ployees was read a third time and finally
passed. ¥

Legal Professions Aect.
“ On report of the bill respécting the
Legal Professions Act, Mr. Kidd offer-
ed an amendment giving litigants three
years instead of three months, This
was defeated.

Mr, McPhillips further opposed the
bill, which was reported complete with
amendments.

Prevention of Cruelty,
The bill to amend the Society for the

the oppogition in; power they would en-
unciate a policy. under-which-these reads
would be built.

The proper course for the government
was to enter into a contract and bring
it down for ratification by the legislature,
Ip the former bill, too, much aid was
given, in the present bill the aid was
non-practical’

The ministers at this point made a con-
qertqd attempt to “‘draw” Mr. McPhil-
lips and to ascertain what aid the op-
position Would be willing té give. Mr.
McPEillips, in reply, said he felt quite
sure ‘that if the opposition
their policy and said they would vote
for it'the government would bring down
a bill embodying that policy. ;

Proceeding; Mr, MePhillips scored the
government as “triflers with the publie
interest, and of being the personification
of weakness and vacillation. 1f this
government would not carry out their
p}edgq% the opposition had no alterna-
tive but -to hold them up to pubiic ex-
ecration and scorn. .

He ®haracterized the course of the gov-
ernment in regard to this bill as similar
to that pursned in relation to the Coast-
Kootenay, . for which the -government
now wanted to ‘pay $165,000 moze than
the strongest corporation 1n Ameriea, the
lfi}reat Northern, were willing ,to build
02, .

Mr. Hunter—It was a swindlé. ;

A moment later My, McPhillips men-
tioned the name of Mr. Gréeenshields
and there was a simultaneous gesture of
impatience from the ministers, Hon, Mr.
Prentice further enlarging the minister-
ial vocabulary alréidy so evriched by
Messrs, Dunsmuir and Eberts, by shout-
ing “Oh, shut up.” Evidently Mr, Green-
shields is no longer the pet of the gov-
ernment, since he gave them his frank

Prevention of Cruelty Act again came
up for discussion, and although a measure |
pressingly required, as the experience of !
officers of the society have shown,
proved the source of a great deal of !
merriment to some members, Mr. Mar-
tin moving that the committee rise. This |
was defeated. The’ provision allowing
o the destruction of an animal on the
testimony that it should be destroyed of
a veterminary surgeon and two !'(>put-I
able citizens, Caused a great deal of |
pleasantry to some members, who moved '
ridieculous amendments evidently, with'
4he object of defeating the bill, much to
the disgust of' the ' majority of the!
House. The principal offender was Mr. |
Martin, whose obstructionist tactics’
were a striking commentary on a charge
of similarly burking business made by
him against the opposition. {
After Mr, Martin had blocked mat-
ters till 11.20 the committee rose and
reported progress. (
The Premier then moved that the
House at its rising do stand adjourned
till 10.30 to-morrow,
jected to this, but 'subsequently with- |
drewj his objection. Other members, |
however, objected and the Premier there- !
upon withdrew his motion to adjourn.
The bill relating to the manufacture
of steel rails was put through commit-

opinion of their latest effort in the draft-
ing of railway bills. :

“Better terms” was mentioned a few
minutes afterwards,

ca] observation that Mr. McPhillips was
“talking through his hat.”’

Mr. McPhillips, contihuing, attacked
the government for dissipating their en-
e.gies on a number of roads instead of
concentrating their energies on some rail-

ways for which contracts could be secur- |
ed, like the Coast-Kootenay road, for ;
which Sir Wilfrid Laurier had promised |
unter, with a bitterness evi- |
dered by his experience with |

aid. Mr.
dently eng
the present ministry, interjected paren-
thetically and sorrowfully that “prom-
ises were worth nothing.”

The authorship of the Premier’s man-
ifesto, like that of the letters of Junus,
also came into 'dispute, Mr.
startling the House with the information
that that abortive documert was not
penned by the Premier's private secre-
tary. Inferentially it would seem. that

scribe.

Mr. McPhillips said he was in favor of
all = these enterprises, but the govern-
ment was not one calculated to carry it
out. (Loud applause.)

Mr. Cartis attacked the provision that

indicated |

and the Finance |
Minister was constrained to the classi- '

Kootenay was the most important before
the Houge, and "he coupled " with those
'two-the Alberni railway. 1f the Island
‘railway were prolonged to the north end
of the. Island and the road built from
Kitimaat to Hazelton it would do more

for Victoria than that from Bute Inlet |

to Yellowhead Pass.

Yet how inconsistent was the govern- |

ment’s. position? They had clapped a

reserve on all the land from Kitimaat |

to Hazelton, thus shutting out the set-
tlers, whose industry would create trade

Avould' put up money for elections, A_l-
sready Mackenzie & Maunn had got a.big

block on Kitimaat Arm. Why was that |

“land locked up. He knew positively that
it ‘was for the purpose of giving that
land to railway speculators as soon as
«the government could get enough sup-
porters in the House to give it away.
" The Chief Commissioner said on the
contrary it was locked uwp for railway
purposes and to keep. out speculators.
In ringing tones Mr. Curtis said there
was the very confession that the lands
were for railway purposes. Yet there
were men in the House who were op-
posed to land grants. and who were yet
abetting the government in this course.
They were shutting the uactual settler
. out of that country.
{ - The Chief Commissioner pleaded in ex-
tenuation that the government had en-

deavored to settle a colony in Bulkeley |

Valley, but on examination they had re-
fused owing to the lack of transporta-

D.  tion facilities.
Robert Martin, |
Thes, B. Atkins and W. J. Taaffe. 4. |

Mr, Hawthorathwaite—Are these landx
{ reserved from pre-emption from actual
settlers?

The Chief Commissioner—Not in Bulk-
eley “Valley.

Mr. Hawthornthwaite—But i{ iy re-
| served from pre-emption’ 2long the line
of railway?

The Chief Cemmissioner—Yes.

Mr. Curtis said there was lots of land
nearer the coast which séttlers would
i take up if the government would throw
i them open.

! Continuing, Mr.
toria-Yellowhead Pass project was de-
signed purely to bring grist to the E. &

N. railway mill. The Finance Minister
i here "was constrained to say that the

| surgestion was mean, but Mr., Curtis

proved it in a very concise and convire- |
When the Premier was before |
the vmval commission he asked him if he |
woilld give as much aid to the railway

ing way.

if it comn to Kitimaat instend of Vie-
toria. Ie had replied ‘“No,” and as a
reason said it would not then serve as
many prople.  He had fhen been asked
if the line was diverted from Cariboo,
so*th. to Vancouver. New Westminster
-and by ferry to Victoria as terminus,
thus serving three times 2s many meo-
rle, yould he give the saple aid! The
Premier replied “Certainly not.” thus
. proving that his real motive was to bring
:trade over the E, & N. :
" Mr. Hunter. referring to what had
been said regarding the V., V. & E. sa‘d
.ho had an interview of twoe honrs with
J. J. Hill on May- 21st, 1901, in which
that gentleman stated that he did pot in-
tend building to the coast'until he had a
conferencs with Mr. Morgan, who was
then in FEurope.-and that if he decided
to do =0 he wonldadyise the sneaker, He

he had no intention of building to the
coast. Mr. Hill had thén stated he
would have nothing to doffwith the Tioan
bill, that. he built railways on a busi-
ness basis and would accept no honuses.

Mr. Hunter repeated.the plea that the
government was entitled to change its
opinion as often-as it liked. He also ad-

mitted that the number of railway bills |

brought down was due to pressure and
the considerations for them were politi-
eal, 7

Capt. Tatlow—Ip other words you had
‘to buy your support,

Mr, McPhillips asked Mr. Hunter if
he was aware that the present Governor,
Sir Henri Joly, dismissed the’ De Bou-
cherville ministry for that identical thing
—building a road because threy were tied
{ up by ‘their supporters. >

Mr. McBride; reading from last year's
debates, quoted Mr. Hunter’'s statement
|that the Coast-Kootenay was a useless
and unnecessary road. Now he was pre-
pared to support the bill.

He attributed the fact that the present
i bill had been introduced by the Minister
{of Mines to disgust at-having to almost
: daily introduce some new railway policy.
The Minister of Mines had few words
to offer; bocauss he knew Lé occupied a
false .position. B oA

At 1 o'clock the House rose until 2:30.

{
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The House met again at 2:40 p.m.

Mr. McBride drew the attention of the
goverhment 'to “a pamphlet dealing: with
the financial condition of the province
{ issued by the bureau of inférmation.
! The pamphlet contained, he said, the
. speech of the honorable the Minister of
{ INinance on the budget, and he wished to
{ know whether the able speeches on the
! same subject by Mr. Tatlow and Mr.
| Murphy would be added.

Hon. Mr, Eberts remarked that the
Minister of Finance was not present.

Kitimaat-Hazelton Railway.

Mr. MeBride then resumed his remarks
upon the motion for the ccnséruction of
the Kitimaat-Hazelton railway. He
pointed out that the terms ‘én which it
would be possible to huild #he railway
from the Coast to the Boundary district
would not be suflicient for the construe-
tion of the-railway dealt with by the
. bill. ~The former 1ailtvay “would pass
i through “a rich  and “developed country,
while ‘the country' throizh °~which the
Kitimaat-Hazelton railwvay would pass
was practically virgin land. * Thig bill
was only snother cxample of the insin-
cerity of the government, because it was
| obvious that the provisions of the bill

would not advance the construction of
the railway. He could not understsnd

how honorable members. who knew ‘per-
' fectly ‘well that not one mile of the road

Préntice | would be built on this or the other rail-

| way bills, could support the passage of
! those bills throngh the House., The
| House was not a debating school; Ronor-
| able members were sent there for the

Mr. Martin ob-, the Finance Minister was the political | purpose of pntting through practical and

useful legislation. ' Nearly every mem-
ber of the House warnted to see railway
construction in the province. The par-
ticular road dealt with by this bill was
very much required, but what‘was the
! yse of passing academic legislation? He

tee; and the Premier again offered the the contract should be.made only with believed that the people”of British Co-
motion to adjourn till 10.3Q to-morrow, - the Pacific & Omineca Railway Com- , Jumbia were ready, in view of the pre-
which carried without opposition, and pany without any security being put up. _sent stagnation in the province, to agree

It had been locked up
for the purpose of giving' these lands to |
A and speeulators <who !

Curtis "said the Vie- |

never-had adviged him. henes he believad'

[ that the greatest aid copsistent with the

public welfare' shomld bs :giveh’ £8 conts,
paries who = onld. coniinehee’ “imrme-
diats railway eonstruction. -But when
railway companies were bonused by the
| government “every: possible . condition
should bhe imnosed for ‘the protection of
the public in regard to rates. The gov-
| ernment knew perfectly well that the bill
before the House was a waste of paper.
| The House was face to face with a si't-
nation that was léading up to the ruin
i of the province. Just so long as this gov-

{ ernment oceupied the treasury benchf\s
the country was going to gét no rail-
ways. Considering the attraction that
South Africa would now have for cap-
| italists, svhat chance would British Co-
!lumbia Kave tithout railway develop-
ment? Tf the government managed to
sustain life for the next two years—the
limit of its natural existence—what
would happen to the province? The
government was going to tie up railway
construction by giving unworkable op-
tions to people all over the country, and
| for the rest the chief object of the gov-
ernment’s existencs was to aid Mr. Mar-
tin to carry out his legislative schemes,
which were disconntenanced by the peo-
ple. Mr. Martin’s position in the House
was well known to be that of the arbiter
i of the proceedings. |

Mr. Spealker called Mr. McBride to or-
der. Mr. Martin’s position had nothing
to do with the ‘hill before the Flouse.

Mr. McBride said that the Premier’s
newspaper had reeently pultlished five
columns of Mr. Martin’s personal attack
upcn him, ond he thought he ought to
have fair play. However, he would not
proceed against the Speaker’s ruling. In
their railway policy the government made
i the mistake of supposing that the terms
upon which railways could be profitably
constructed in one part of the province
would suit railway companies in any |
other part. irrespective of entirely dif-|
| ferent conditions. This policy was un-'
businesslike and showed that the gov-
ernment did not mcan to secure the
building of the roads.

Hon. Mr. Prentice—Oh, sit down!

Mr. McBride—Yes, 1 will sit down in
a minute. But it would be better if the
mernhers 02 the government would occa- |
| sionally stand up. (Hear, hear.) |

lIn conclusion Mr. McBride moved the
: fotllowing amendment: »

To strike out all the words after
“That” and to insert in lien thereof: ¥it
is not advisable to pass any bill provid-
ing for aid, leaving it to the government
to enter into the agreements with the
! railway companies without-submission to
' the Ilouse for ratifieation; and that the
| bill should be one confirming agreements
for immediate construction, and therehy
ipmve to. the country that the railways
lare to be immediately constructed—not
i the passage of a measure that ‘means
' no railway constructicn in the immecdiaty
| future:
| “Also, that the bill should
least made provision for the contract be-
ing made with such company or firm as
would first put up the requisite seeurity,
guaranteeing the earliest construction of
! the railway. and that no contract should

i be entered into by the govermment until
i

' such security were given.”

|  Mr. Speaker ruled the amendment cut
' of order, in spite of Mr. McPhillips's pro-
| test that the opposition Had a right to
i show by an amendment the reason they
| were opposed to th» s2cond reading of
i the hill. The amendment was ruled out

iof ovder on account of the fact that 'a

| similar -amendment to another bill, had

| been "already discussed and thrown out
| by the House.

The second roading was then carried
by 18 votes to 15.

Asiatic Exclusion Bill.

Hon.” Mr. Prior moved the = second
| reading of the bill to regulate immigra-
; tion into British Columbia. The bill pro-
| vided’ that no person should be allowcd
to_entér into the province who should

be unable to'write out and. sign, in the
characters of some “European language,
, an application to be exempt from the

operation of the act set forth in a sched- ;

ule. It also provided for a ‘penalty of

1 $500 to be inflicted upon any person en- :

tering the province in contravention of
the act, or for hig or 'her imprisonment
for twelve months; anu also that such
person should not. be able to hold land
or obtain license for carrying on any
business.

It was well krown, he said, that the
Asiatics weré willing to work for a
much smaller wage than was sufficient
for white men. Every industry in the
province could get on very well without
this labor. The head tax proved insuffi-
cient to keep the CHinese and Japanese
out, but the provisions of the bill would
prove thoroughly effective.

Mr. Tatlow congratulated the Minister |
of Mines on introducing the bill, which
was, however, almost word for word
identical with the bill introduced by him-
selt (Mr. Tatlow), and which was in
operstion Iast year until disallowed by
the Dominion government. During the
time the act was in force it had had a
good effect, and as the government did~
not wish any member of the opnosition |
to have' credit for re-introducing the
Lill, he was quite willing that the Min-
ister of Mines should ,do.so. .

Hon. Mr. Prior—-Where did you get
your act from?

Mr. Tatlow—Trom the Natal Act. And
you got yours from mine. (Laughter.)

Mr. MePhillips was in sympathy with
the ohject of the bill, but he hoped that
the government would withhold its oper-
ution until the question of whether the
aet was nltra vires or not had hecn tested
in the Supreme courts. If this legisla-
tion was against the Imperial policy he
was not one of those who would go about
advoecating rebellions doctrines. He was
not in favor of re-enacting bills disal-
lowed by the Dominion in a contumacious
®pirit. |

Mr. Martin protésted acainst Mr. Me-
Phillips’s idea ‘#hat this legislature was
in any way subordinate to the Domin-
ion legislature. “He strongly obiccted to
a minister of justice, who might kno;v‘
nothing about the requirements of .this
province, interfering with legislation
here. The Dominion government had the
right to disallow legislation which would
affect injurionsly the gencral welfare of
Canada, but in questions of -local policy
the provincial parliament was supreme.
The only way to show their disappro-
bation of such action on the part of the
Dominion authoritics was to constantly
re-enact legislation disallowed unti! the
Dominion gave in. He was convinced
that the exclusion of the Asintics was
necessary to the welfare of this province,
and he considered that the disallowance
of such legislatior by the Dominion was
despntic and unjust,

Mr. McBride said that the government

| struetion’ of public works.
| vides 1or the payment, when necessary,

ought not to get any credit for the in-

troduction ‘of the bill; such credit ought
to go to Mr. Tatlow. He acreed that
the rights of the province shonld be in-
disted upon, and on such an important
question as the exclusion of Chinese and
Japanese labor the House ought to go
to the grentest lengths possible to secure
the = enforcement of legislation passed
here. He did not believe that the excln-
sion of Japanese from Biitish Columbia !
would ot all interferc with the Anglo-
Japanesc friendly rclations, and that, he
understood, was the xronnd on which the i
former aet had been disallowed.

Hon. Mr. Eberts said that it was true
that Mr. Tatlow had introduced a similar
bill in 1900 by arrangement with the '
government, and the provisions of that
bill had - worked very satisfactorily as |
long as they were in operation. When °
that act was passed officers were imme-
diately anpointed to earry out its provi-
sions, and had remained in office until
the disallowance of the act. It was the
intention of the Premier, during his stay
in London, to represent to the colonial
office that it would not bhe advi-able to
disallow legislation of this kind, or, at
any rate, that some means should be ar-
rived at to prevent the immigraticn of
undesirable’ parsons.

Mr. Helmcken said that he was thor-
oughly in accord with the previsions of
the bil!, which were designed for the
protection of the pecple of the country.
He was in favor of passing the bill
through all its stages at once, so that
the Premier might have scemething de-
finite to go on when making his repre-
sentations to the Colomal Secretary.

The secend reading was then carried
withont a dissentient amidst anplanse,
and the bill was forthwith considered in
committee, Mr. Oliver in the chair, pass-
ed and renorted.

Wages on Public Works.

Hon. Mr. Eberts moved tue second
reading of the bill to secure payment of
wages for labor performed in the con-
This bill pro-

of the wages of employees of contractors
on nublic works cut of securities held
by the government.

Mr. McBride supported the sccond
reading. He said that the Honse could
not do too much to protect the work-
men, who had suffered in the past from
the absence of such protection as that
offered by the bill.

Mr. Gilmour was glad that the bill
had been introduced, anu hoped that in
the supplementary estimates a sufficient
sum would be provided to pay the wages
due in certain public works in Prince
ton,

Mr.  Green said that the public ae-
counts committee had had this matter

under consideration, and he believed their

report would previde for the wagces in

! question,
1
have at

AMr. Curtis was glad that the govern-

ment had seen the crror of their ways '

and had brought down this bill, which
he believed would have a very good
effect.

The second reading was then azreed

to.
Public Accounts Committee.

Mr. Hall presented the re;ort of the

public accounts committee,

As the report recommended the ex-
penditure of nublic money, to w't, the
rayment of wages due on public works
at Princeton, Mr. Speaker ruled it out
of order.

First Readings.

On the motion of Mr. KKidd a hill to
amend the Arbitration Act was intro-
duced and read the first time.

The bill to provide for trial by jury
in cases under the Mineral Act was read
the first time on the motion of Mr. Mar-
tin, and the bill relating to the grant-
ing ef nublic franchises was rcad the
first time on the motion of Mr., Eberts.

The House ross at 6 p.m., and ad-
journed until 830 p.m., on the mction
of the Premier.

EVENIXNG ‘SESSION.

Th¢ House resumed at 9.55,

Mr. Taylor asked the Hou. the Chief
Comaissioner of Lands and Works the-
following question:  Why dees the gov-
erpment still continue to pay a rate of
wages of $2.50 a day to the labarers on
government roads and trails in portions
of the Revelstoke riding, when a rotura
bronght dewn to this House on 5th May,
1902, shows that the current rate of
wages per day for laborers is $3? :

Hon. Mr. Wells replied--The gevern-
ment understeod that $2.50'a day is the
current rate of wages in the Revelstoke
riding.

Assessment Act.

The Finance Minister, on the second
reading of the Assessment Act, explain-
ed that hitherto mines, the output of
which was $2,000, were exempted from
taxation, while a mine with an output
of $2,001 paid taxes on that amount.
By the present bill all mines are ex-
empt on the gross output to the value
of $2,000.

Mr. Curtis held that /crown granted
mineral claims were unduly taxed, and
pressed for an adjustment of the pre-

ksent inequalities of taxationg

Mr, Curtis, continuing, said that while
the government had appointed an officer
to increase the revenue the arrears had

. increased by $35,000.

Hon. Mr, Prentice claimed that the
said officer last year had increased the
revenue by $20,000.

Mr, Curtis also. adverted to the fact
that the government was unable to tell
how much of the levied tax of 1901 had
been collected. There must be a very:
poor system in the finance department,
and there was a great work awaiting a
Finance Minister, who would roll up his

. sleeves and get to work on the joh.

Hon, Mr, Prentice (enthusiastically.)
I'll do it. |

Mr. ‘Curtis said there was also no
check on the arrears of individuals in
each district.

The Finance Minister—You're right.

Mr, Curtiy askéd the government why ,
they did not hold tax sales regularly, He '
also complaiped that the mines of the
province were paying .24 per cent, in
taxation. He held that the mining in-
dustry in its present condition reguired |
nursing, and he intended moving in eom- |
mittee that the tax be abrogated for two .
years. He urgently pressed the govern-
ment if they would not do this to make
the tax fairer.

Capt. Tatlow put. in an additional
plea for copsideration of the mines, and
also pleaded for the exemption of laber
from taxation,

Mr. McBride followed in a similar
strain and alluded to the taxation of in-

| certain sections.

comes of the railway employees, It was
cruel to tax these men. , He believed
the tax was based on the income fer
one month, 1

The Finance Minister said it was
based on the gross income of the mem
for the year.

The Minister of Mines admitted therer
had_been many complaints with regard
to the tax on mines. He also gdmitted
that the two per cent. tax bore heavily
on the low grade properties, but claimed
it very difficult to adjust the matter.

After the session he hoped the gov—
ernment would find time to appoint =
commission to formulate some scheme
which would satisfy the mining men,

The bill passed unanimously.

Columbia & Western,

The House went into committee of
the whole to consider His Honor's mes-
sage transmitting the Columbia & West—
ern Railway Bill.

Mr. Oliver said the whole bill hung
on several statements in the preamble,
the papers in explanation of which had
not been submitted,

The Chief Commissioner said the
agreement in question had not beem
consummated owing to the government

! of the day going out of power, and this

agreement was all the government had.

Mr. Oliver was informed the govern—
ment had other correspondence,

The Chief Commissioner said the Zow-
ernment would be very glad if the C. P.
R. did not build to Penticton, as that
would involve a large subsidy for build-
ing practically nowhero. ;

Mr. McBride said the bill required
very close serutiny before passing,

Mr. Curtis said he could find no justi-
fication for the statement in the bill that
a contract had been made whereby the
C. P. R. surrendered its right to build
That contract was
never executed, neither did the company
relinquish its rights. Instead they bhad
the time extended last session. He
could see no justification for the bill
The C. P. R. had always insisted om
agreements being carried out to the let-
ter,

Mr. Martin didn’t think Mr, Curtis’s
inferences cerrect, Under the statutes the
C. P. R. were not entitled to &4 bonus

for what they had actually had built

unless they built the fourth and fifth

sections. After the agreement with

Mackenzie & Mann it was not desired

that these sections should be built, for

it would jinvolve the government in a

double bonus. He thought the govern-

mwent was getting out of the matter im

good shape. The statute of last sessiom
; merely kept alive their rights for the
lands for the sections already construet-
ed. He held it would be unfiir for the
gowernment to refuse this proposal.

Mr, Curtis replied that in connection
with the extension of the charter last
‘ year it was never suggested that it was
for the purpose of protecting the land
srant already earned, The only excuse
offered was that the C, P, R, waived
thelr rights, Where was the evidence
of it. He had never heard these excuses
ofiered before. On second reading he:
{ would go into the matter and find why
the government should give away lands
that they need not give.

Mr. Kidd demanded all the informa-
tion on the matter. Session after ses-
sion these charters had been extended
without explanation. It was an outrage
and had gone on quite far enougﬁ, and
| the counfry should be Kept in the dark

no longer.

Mr. Curtis suggested that the Chief
Commissioner bring in a bill giving the
C. P. R, all of Yale & Kootenay ex-
cept the lakes and rivers, and that part
of the mountains above the snow line.
(Laughter.)

The Attorney-General said in 1896 the
Hous» passed the Columbia & Westerm
Railway Act giving 20,000 acrés a mile
for a railway from Rossland to Pentfe-
ton. This was to be given in sectiomns.
the Columbia & Western was acquired
by the C. P. R. In 1897 Mackenzie &
Mann contemplated the V., V. & B. ex-
tending from the coast to Penticton and
Midway. In January, 1898, Mr, Mann
proposed building -that road, and sai®
if. the government would give him the
$4,000 of the act of 1897 for a line tor
Midway and the $4,000 afterwards giver
to the railwvay from Midway to Robsem
be would build the road.

In June, 1898, the C. P. R. saw the

government. Their line was from Rob-
son to Penticton, and would not serve
the coast. It was finally agreed, and a
contract was made, that Mackenzie &
Mann should build from the Ceast te
Penticton and to Midway, giving up their
right. to’ build from Midway to Robsen.
This the C. P. R undertook to build.
»~ The C. P. R relinquished their right
to build from Midway to Penticton £
Mackenzie & Mann would build frome
the Coast to Midway.

The C. P. R. carried out their conm-
tract, and built to Midway., Mackenzie
& Mann started, but the government he-
ing defeated work stopped, and the
Semliu{'govomment repudiated the eon-
tiact. "He thought, therefore, the C. P,
R. were now entitled to these lands.

At the suggestion of several mem-
bers, the Attorney-General undertook to
write a letter to the Chief, Commissiomer
setting out the facts as contained im m
memorandum from which he had read.

Mr. Hathornthwaite ' protested against
the bill being reported 'at all until this
information was forthcoming. The €,
F. R. was turning out its millionaires,
but how about' /the merchants of Vie-
toria?

Col. Prior—That’s all right.

Mr. Hawthornthwaite said the mer-
chants who suffered from C. P. R. dis-
crimination didn’t think it all right. He
protested emphatically against " giving®
the C. P. R. anything to which they
were not fully entitled. ;

Mr. Kidd said the House wis entitled
to evidence on these mmtters.

The committee rose and reported pre-
gress,

Adjourns Till To-Morrow.

The Fisheries Bill was similarly com-
mitted and reported and read a first
time, and the House rose till 10.30 to-
morrow,

Press Gallery, June Tth.

When the House met at 10.45 this
morning the consideration of the bill te
amend the Coal Mines Act was resumed

! in committee, Mr. Rogers in the chair.

Mr, Curtis moved the following
amendment, which was passed apparent-
Iy without the House being aware of the
faet:

“Provided, also, that every lease
hereafter issued or renewed shall contaim
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