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If present plans gre carried out an ef-
fort will be made in the near future to
have the United States Congress appropri-
ate funds for the purchase of oncjof the
4 st interesting and most valuable collec-
tions of Washington reclics extant. These

really invaluable mementoes of the Father
of His Country are now in the custody of
Miss Mary Lee, daughter of the late Gen.
v Robert E. Lee, of the Confederacy, and
who is, on her mother's side, a great-
granddaughter of Martha Washington.
"The project for the purchase of these ar-
ticles so closely associated with the life
of the hero of the Revolution will, if car-
ried out, bring into the possession of our
national government all the most signifi-
cant possessions of the first president of
the republic.
Quite naturally, no doubt, the personal
possessions of the savior of his country are
regarded as all but sacred by a large pro-
portion of the American public. Certainly
“the care lavished upon them and the ef-
forts for their preservation have not been
cqualed in the case of the reminders of
a\lany__othcx:_ public man who has had a place
in the history of the New World. The fact
that this reverential regard was manifest-
ed from the very date of Washington's
death is presumably responsible for the
fact that the Washington rzlics were nev-
‘er scattered as were the . belongings of
many a hero whose worth was fully ap-
: preciated only by posterity.
Almost all of the really important rel-
ics of the military career and private life
. of Gen. George Washington are now in-
"cluded in one or another of threc general
collections. One of these is, of course, the
cherished accumulation now in the posses-
' sion of Miss Mary Lee by right of descent
| The second collection of rare Washing-
| tonia is that owned by the national gov-
“ernment and which occupies the place of
honor in the National Museum in Wash-
{ington. The third is to be found at Mount
i Vernon, the home of Washington on the
Potomac, and-is to a considerable extent
made up of relics donated or loaned by
persons residing in various parts of the
‘| country.

It is a matter of congratulation that the
objects that omce belonged to Washing-
ton which are of the greatest popular in-
! terest are already in the possession of
Uncle Sam, and, as has been explained,
are on exhibition at the United States
National Museum, where they may be
seen by all visitors to the nationai capital.
{ This collection includes that most interest-
iing of all Washington trophies—the fa-
| mous camp chest which was used by
| Washington all through the Revolution;
t his headquarters tent, used continuously
' during the war, from Lexington to York
town; his baptismal robe and the last chair
in which he sat prior to his d:ath, and,
‘finally, thé Continental uniform worn by
(General Washington during the War of
i Independence.
i 'All these literally invaluable ‘souvenirs
came into the possession of the govern-
ment through the purchase by act of Con-
gress in 1878 of what was known as the
*Lewis Collection.” Persons who are at
all familiar with Washington’s family his-
tory will surmise that these relics repre-
sent the inheritance of the other branch
‘of the family, from that whose keepsakes
have come down to Miss Mary Lee. The
two children of Martha Washington (ad-
opted children of General Washington) and

their heirs quite r'ghtfully came into pos-!

session of most of the personal belongings
of the distinguished family at Mount Vei-
non. But all who knew of Washington's
' fondness for the pretty Nelly Custis ean
. readily surmiss that she was presented
! with all the best of the mementoes, and it
was this collection that Uncle Sam pur-
chased from the Nellie Custis heirs for the
sum of $12,000 in the year 1878.

When the government first acquired
these Washington relics they were depos-
jted at the United States Patent Office
but in the year 1883 they were transferred
to the National Museum, and there they
have revosed ever since. Every time an
international exposition is beld in any Am
erican city it is one of the ambitions of
the management to secure the loan of
these trophies as a special feature, but the
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them was for years in dispute, and re-
| peatedly put the governmrent officials"ina
quandary.

The fedaral amuthorities had taken pos-
session. of the relics soon after the ou

| troops invaded Arlington, the = beaufifui
ihomc of ‘Gen. Robery E. Lve, on the Po-
i tomae, opposite Washington. Now, the

mansion at Arlington had been built by
General Washington’s adopted son, George
Washington Parke Custis, and after the
death of Martha Washington, the builder
of Arlington had removed from Mount
Vernon to his new home the silver plate,
china and other houschold articies which
had been bequeathed to him. - The only
daughter of the household in time mar-
ried Robert E. Lee, who came to make his
home at Arlington, and thus-the beginning
of the war for the Union found the prized
Washington relies left behind in a room
in the basement of the home suddenly
abandoned by the Confederate chieftain.

' When Arlington was converted into a
Federal Army camp the captured relics
were sent to the Patent Office, at Wash-
ington, for safe keeping. A few years af-|
ter the close of the war Mrs. R. E. Lee!
petitioned that the Washington relics be:
returned to her, and President Johnson, |
after a consultation with his cabinct, or-|
dered that this be done, but congress en-;
tered a vigorous protest and.passed a law
prohibiting “the secretary of the interior
from allowing thz articles to be removed
from his department. The mattér hung
fire for years, and then when the govern-
ment by act of congress paid to the son
of General Lee the sum o1 3150,000 in' set-
tlement of his claim for the confiscation
of the _Arlington estate, many of the gov-
ernment oflicials deemed that this payment
|embodied a purchase price for the Wash-
Iington relics, and under the supposition
| that they were government property the
| trophies were transferred to the National
Museum.

The next chapter in the story of the
’\Vashingmn relies brings us to the admin-
iistration of the late President McKinley,
ito whom Miss Mary Lee applied for the
restoration of the family heirlooms. Sen- |

{ator Daniels, of Virgihia, transmitted the
' request which the chief executive immedi- |
‘aLel,v referred to the attorney general uf;
the United States. P. C. Knox, who was at|
| that time at the head of the department
{of justice, made a thorough investigation
lof the rather complicated situation, and
 finally reported that the government had
never through any act of war laid pro-
I prietary claim to the relics, and that it
1 was clearly within the jurisdiction of the
fpr;‘sidonb to release them to the heir of
!the original owner if he chose to do so.
President McKinley thereupon issued in-|
structions that the relics were to be turn- |
‘ed over to Miss Lee.

i It is understood that the relics that
{woere restored to the Lees after two-score
: now stored in a building owned
family at Alexandria, !
importuned |

years are
{ by a member of the
;Va. Miss Leec was earnestly

to allow the relics to remamin in the Na-!
{ional Museum, where they could be view- |
ed by all visitors to that patriotic shrine, !
but sh> declined. So eager were the offic-
ials to be allowed to retain them as a loan|
that when Miss Lee announced her in-!
tention of selling the trophiecs they even
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the French army, but for all that the
story is a very pretty on: it must regret-
fully be confessed that thistory does not
bear out the tale. For some of the plates
in this collection more than $100 each has

'been offered by collzctors of ceramics, and

these collectors were taking into consid-
eration the rarity of the design rather
than the historical interest that attaches.

‘The Lee collection is also especially rich
in oddly shaped champagne and wine
glasses and other cut-glass table appoint-
ments for the collection of which the for-
mer Widow Curtis apparently had some-
thing of a fad. Two quaint looking glass
candelabra, each having two prongs and
a central holder for flowers. Then there
is a silver tea-tray and two small salvers
bearing the Washington coat-of-arms as
well as a large cherrywood tea-tray that
is unique in many respects. Yet another
treasured relic is the elliptical-shaped tea
table which was purchased by General
Washington for use in the president’s
home in New York when the present
metropolis was the seat of government,
and which was Jater taken to Mount Ver-
non, and used there during the hospital-
ities that characterized the latter years
of wWashington’s life.

‘Lhe oldest articie in the Lee collection

| and one which Mrs. Lee has kindly allow-

cd the officials of the Smithsonian Insti-
tution to continue to exhibit at the Na-
tional Museum, is the huge iron-framed
lantern which was used to illuminate the

" relics which are*kept in glass cases and oficred to allow her to conduct the Sale’gmut hall at Mount Vernon when its first

closely guarded are accounted much too
precious to nermit of transportation about
the country and their display in buildings
not fireproof.

Until a very few years ago the relies
of Washington now held by Miss Mary
Lee were also on display at the National
Museumn side by side with those owned
outright by the government, and the story
of the restoration of these ancestral heir-
looms to the representative of the Lee
family is especially interesting now that
there is reason to hope that the relics
may be placed permanently in the safe-
keeping of the federal government. Just

w could righ‘fully claim ownership to

{from the museum. Tn the end she did
consent to leave in Unecle Sam’s show pal-|
aca a few objects, notably two candelabra |
‘and the treasure chest in which General |
Washington kept his bonds and other \’nl-i
uable papers.

| The relic collection which it is now
hoped the government may purchase from
Miss Lee is especially rich in the old china |
‘used by the Washington family. There !
are numbers of pieces of the so—cullvd:‘
Cincinnati and Lafayette sets, as well:
{as the gold-rimm>d white china and the)
|old blue and white earthenware. Accord-
ing to tradition the Lafayette china was
presented to Washington by the officers of

{ owner, Lawrence Washington, was mas-

ter there. The big lantern served a sim-
ilar purpose at the manor house on the
Potomae during the regime of George
Washington, and then it was transferred
{o Arlington and cast its glowing beams
upon many a scene of oldtime Southern
merrymaking at this famous habitation.
Judging from the articles of personal ad-
ornment which have place in this treasure
troe the Father or HHis Country was made
than fond of gorgeous knee and shoebuck-
les, Three or four pajrs of these gold-
mounted and h(.'j(‘W(‘“(."f‘ ornaments have
been handed down to excite the wonder
and admirstion of the present generation.
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main hall at Mount Vernon hangs the key
of the F¥rench Bastile, sent by Lafayette
to General Washington after the capturd
‘of the famous French nrison. On the tloor
of one of the parlors is a handsome carpet

There are some of Washington’s army
tents in the Lee collection, but the most
interesting of these campaign-houses is,
am has been explained; already owned ‘out-
right by the government. £
Another interesting object to which
Uncle Sam has a clear title is the bellows| General Washington. Owing to the law
which was once used to fan into flame the | which prohibits our presidents from ve-
embers in the great fireplace at Mount! ceiving g'fts from foreign powers the Am-
Vernon. Nothing, however, brings the!erican leader never came into possession
present-day ‘spectator closer to the con-|of the carpet. It was bought'at auction
ditions of Washington’s life during the|by a man whose granddaughter, years af-
most momentous period of his carcer than|ter, sent it to Mount Vernon, so that by
the old camp chest previously mentioned.la strange twist of fate it finally came to
In this iron-bound box, with its mumer-|grace the spot for which it was originally
ous compartments for dishes and bottles, | inténded.
are to be seen the pewter dishes and thei In the dining-room is a handsome side-
rather primitive knives and forks which|beard which belonged to Washington, and
Commander-in-Chief of the Continental in the south bedroom of the house, the
Army used on his table during the 1,1:\'1’11{,'! room in which Washington died, is much
days when he was directing a military | of the furniture that was used by the
contest against overwhelming numbers of ' grextest rebel of all time. Iere is the
a  superiorly-equipped enemy. In the!bedstead upon which he died and the chair
present government collection are also a|upon which lay the open Biblé from which
Txumb('r of tables, chair and mirrors, used| Mrs. Washington read to him almost up
in the first executive mansions of the na | to the minute of his death. In almost

.tion, and at Mount Vernon, which, aside every room are chairs or other articles of

from their historic associations, are furniture which blonged to Washington,
fraught with rare interest for all students|and such personal relics as his spectacles,
of colonial furniture. reading g'ass, dressing case, holsters, ink

‘Lhe rélics which now repose at Mount ! st nd, silver snuffers, ete. g
Vernon in the very rooms they occupied! In the quaint old town of Alexandria,
in we days of General Washington are the commun'ty nearest to Mount Vernon,
not, of course, owned by the government, is a supplemental col'ection of Washington
but so far as their acwésibil»ity to the relics which are usually spoken of in con-
public is concerned, almost the same pnr-i junction wi‘h those at the Manor House.
pose is served, for Washington’s home Here in Alexandria is the Washington
and tomb is open to the public every| Masonic Lodge,
weekday in the year, and certainly the Country presided as worshipful master,
steady stream of patriotic pilgrims' find and there is shown to visitors the chai
more to interst and inspire them at|in which he sat when presiding at the
Mount Vernon than could possibly be the'lodge meetings and the apron and collar
case were the mansion on the Potomaclmad: for him by the Nuns of Nantes.
shorn of its carefully preserved untiqui-} Here also may be seen the cherry wood

One of the most interesting objects nowelock which was ticking away the min-
at Mount Vernon is the harpsichord which ' utes. in Washington's hedroom  on  the
General Wash'ngton imported from Lon-'night he died and which, as ths great man
don ot the unheard-of price of $1,000 as|breathed his last, was reverentiallv stop-
a wedding present for his petted favorite,|ped by Dr. Dick with the hands register-
Nelly Custis. Here, too, is a flute whick [ing 21 minutes past 10, the hour they have

belonged to  Washington, and the card|ever since recorded.
table on v.'hu-h_ Washington zad ]mf:n'-! 1t will %2 seen froa the above resume
ette playel whist. On the wall of theithat almest ali th: important relies ot
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which Louis XVI. of France had made for|

where the Father of His|

George Washington, have gradually been
gathered together in the city to which he
gave his name or in’ th: territory within
a dozen milas of the seat of government.
Almost the only important relics not to be
found in the neighborhood of Washing-
ton’s old hom= are the books which be-
longed to the first gentleman of America.
Nearly the whole of the original Washing-
ton library is now in the Boston Athena-
eum, which institution also owns the
Stuart portraits - of George and Martha
Washington, painted from life in the year
1795,

The prominent men and women Wwho
have' interested themseclves in the project
to have the nationmal government acquire
practically all of the existent mementoes of
the Father of His Country are hopeful
that in time there may be turned over to
the National Museum the relics now in
the possession of Mrs. Beverly Kennon,
great-granddaughter of Martha Washing-
ton and the oldest living descendant of the
life partner of the most famous American.
Mrs. Kennon’s home, Tudor Place, located
in old Georgetown, D.- C., now a part of
Washington city, is filled with historie
souvenirs of note, many of which were
formerly owned by the occupants of
Mount Vernon.

The Washington silver plate is even
rarer than the china because there was
less of it originally, but Mrs. Kennon has
a good representation of this tableware,
all emblazoned with the Washington crest.
She has numerous specimens of all the
china service used in General Washing-
ton’s household and mention of which has
been made earlier in the article in con-
nection with the Lee collection and the
relics alfeady in the possession of the gov-
ernment. The Kennon collection likewise
includes a cherry-wood tea tray, similar
to that owned by Miss Lee. * Then there
are half a dozen spiral candlesticks and
mural candelabra mounted in front of oval
mirrors. Finally, Mrs. Kennon has Mar-
tha Washington’s writing table and sever-
al autograph letters penned by General
and Mrs. Washington, as well as an un-
1cqua,lled collection of miniatures of the
various members of the Washington fam-
tily.

[ If, as now seems probable, the National
[Museum is to, in time, become the perm-
'anent depository of all the most interest-
ling reminders of the greatest American,
it is indeed matter for congratulation that
this institution is shortly to have a new
home calculated to enable the efféctual
safeguarding of all such treasures. For
two years mow workmen have been busy
lerecting the great granite structure of
| classic design that is to house the vast
!collections of this important educational
!institution. Threec years more will be re-
'quired to finish this monster edifice, which
(will cost when completed fully $3,500,000,
and will rank next to the United®States
Capitol as the largest of our public build-
ngs.

The new structure—the largest museum
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building in the world—is 562 feet in length
and 360 feet in width, exclusive of pro-
jections. The floor space will aggregate
10 acres and more than half of this will be
devoted to exhibition purposes. The
Washington relics have thz place of honor
in the present museum, and it is expects
ed that corresponding prominence will be’
given to.them in the new structure, It
is obviously important that the glass cabes
containing the Washington relics shall be
so placed that they can ever be under the
watchful eyes of armed guards.
WALDON FAWCETT.

WEDDINGS
Northrup-Legget.

Miss Annie Legget, eldest daughter of
James Legget, of Pleasant Point, and Clar-
ence Newton Northrup were united im
i Wednesday evening, Rev. J.

oSl =

|Chas. B. Appel officiating. Miss Birdie

Legget was bridesmaid and Gerald Leroy
Northrup, brother of the groom, acted as
best man. After the wedding - ceremony,
a very tempting repast was' partaken of,
The bride and groom were the recipients
of many handsome wedding gifts. 1

Siddall-Wry.

Sackville, Feb. 21—The home of Mr. and
Mrs., Willand Wry, Charlotte street, was

the occasion being the marriage of their
daugnter, Alice Pauline, to Thompson
Avard Siddall. Rev. B. N. Nobles tied the
nuptial knot, in the presence of eighty
guests. The bride was handsomely gowne
ed in white crepe de chine with trimmings
of sequin, and embroidered chiffon, and
carried a. bouquet of roses and maiden hair
fern. She was unattended. Harry Snowe
don played the wedding march. - After the
ceremony and congratulations a tempting
supper was served. The bride received a
costly array of wedding gifts, including
cut glass, silver, Limoges china and a num-
ber of substantial cheques.

Mp. and Mrs. Siddall will reside in Sack-
ville,

‘'homas Dean, of the city market, has
s+ ought the Clifton House from Hanington,
Teed & Hanington. 'I'he deal was com-
pleted yesterday, and Mr. Dean says the
terms were private, but street report says
the price paid was about $10,000. Mr
Dean contemplates making no changes in
his newly acquired property, at least for
the present. :

¥red. D. Miles has purchased Hen
Niles’ residence, 127 Douglas avenue, ulzz
will occupy it after May 1.

-
IT'S STEAK PIES NOW!

Quite the thing on-Saturdays to
have tor tea, or for a little quick bite
Sunday morning, Steak Pies such
as we make—in fact we're the only
ones making the original <« Old
Country kind, full of clear, fresh
steak, with that nice crispy pastry
you enjoy so much. Haven't you
tried them? You should then'
Saves the bother of getting beans
ready. Beans are such anuisance,
any way! Some in the house eat
them, then it's what to get for those
who don’t. Our Steak Pies fill the
bill;probably you'll like them so well
they'll save you time and trouble.
Fresh and Hot every Saturday for
your tea.

A changeable person finds satis”
faction in the loaf of
SCOTCH ZEST BREAD.

A pleasure unexcelled to the
most fastidious in eating qualities.

Always pure ! Always good !
The proof ? In the eating!

' UNION BAKERY,

GEO. J. SMITH, Prop,

122 Charlotte Street.

Proprietors of Pendletos'® Panacea.
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the scene of a pleasing event last evening, -
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