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troops to disembark and provide for a central camp in full view
of the Falls of Montmorency. Two days afterwards, he issued
a manifesto to the Canadians, a copy of which he caused to be
placed on the door of the nearest church. The substance of that
manifesto is given in the stanza from which the above is quoted.
The purpose of his invasion, as he said, was to take away from
the crown of France, a colonial oversight which had inflicted so
many wrongs on the English colonists in America, without bene-
fiting to any large extent the colonists of New Prance. The
King of England, in fact, had heard of the calamitous condition
of a£Fairs along the settlements of the St. Lawrence, and was will-
ing to provide a remedy, should his offers of protection and friend-
ship be accepted by the inhabitants of New France. In a word,
the manifesto promised a generous amnesty to all who would
abstain from taking part in the war, finally closing with the sen-
tence: "Let all Canadians consult, in this matter, their own good
with prudence: their future lot now depends on their own choice."

6. "We are ready for your coming." Such a reply finds histori-
cal authentification only from the after conduct of rhe peasantry
of the country, who flocked from all parts to join Montcalm, until
there were crowded into Quebec and its Beauport outposts over
sixteen thousand men prepared to withstand the invader.

7. "The admiral of the fleet." Admiral Saunders and the other
naval officers of his staff, as soon as Wolfe's army had been dis-
embarked on the Island of Orleans, lost no time in arranging for
the stations which their respective vessels should assume, and in
testing the distances from the shore for bombarding purposes.
The British fleet formed one of the strongest and most effective
elements in the siege, there having been on board its vessels sun-
dry subalterns who afterwards reached the acme of fame as offi-

cers of the British navy. Among these may be mentioned Mid-
shipman Jervis, afterwards Admiral St. Vincent; second, that
intrepid captain of the ship of the line Mercury, afterwards Ad-
miral Palliser; and third, the sailing-master of the same vessel,
who afterwards made a world-wide fame as Captain Cook, the*

distinguished circumnavigator.


