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appointments th« people there hud cxperi-jnced. About eiglitoon

years had elapsed pinec Dr. McGregor had Siet proached the pospeF
in Princetown, and with the exception of a ohort time, that Mr.
Urquhart had laboured among lliom, they had received only occa-

sional supply of sermon, and had suffered the miseries of hope defer-

red. In tlie year 17(t9 the Synod in Scotland had appointed the Rev
Francis Pringle to that place, but coming out by way of New York
the Presbyter}' there detained him. In the year 1803 Dr. McCulloch
was appointed to P. V\. Island, but he arrived too late in the fall to

get u passage over, and remained in IMctou all winter. A party fi-om

the former })lace arrived in Pictou to take him over, on the very day
of his induction at the latter. Mr. Gordon had been sent to the Is-

land two years previously, but his health was now failing, and it was
already seen that he was not to bo spared long to labor in the Lord'B
vineyard on earth. Under these circumstances the Presbytery con-
sidered the circumstances of the Island so pressing, that, notwith-
standing the applii:.Hon from Halifax, they sent him lO the former
place for the winter. This decision accorded with his own views,
and the appointment as bringing him into close association with his

old friend, Mr. Gordon, was particularly agreeable to his feelings.

He and Mrs. Keir accordingly removed to P. E. Island that fall,

where he took up his abode at Princctown, lodging for the winter in

the house of Mr. John Thomson, one of the elders, near where the
present church now stands.

During the most of that winter he preached at Princetown and the
adjacent settlements, but he also preached at St. Peters by exchange
with Mr. Gordon. The latter came tct Princetown in April following,

though in a state of groat feebleness, to dispense Bajitism to the peo-

ple, while Dr. Keir supplied his place. On his way home Mr. Gordon
died at Covehead. Dr. Keir then, we l)elievc, also gave some supply
to St. Peters. Jn spring he returned to the mainland, and during
that summer (1809) he supplied IFalitiix and Merigomi.sh. In the

meantime calls came out both Ironi St. Peters and Princetown, the

call of the latter being dated 19th June 18G9. The people of Halifax

and Mcrigomish also prepared to call him, l^ut *iie Presbytery in

consequence of the f;tate of the L-land 1 y the death of Mr. Gordon,

were anxious for hini to go there, and in his own opinion the tinger of

Providence ])ointod out that duty called liini thither. In these cir-

cumstaneos the (^alla from these, places wtise not prosecuted. The
people of Halifax were bo disapp.ointed thut ihoy threatened to joim

another body

Wo-haTc* eonvprsetl vtith t^cvprnl ivrsoBB who lei oilec! him at tbi*
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