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tion of tlu; contents sliowed tliat tluv wert; largely subsisting
on the saw-ily larv;e. The normal pliytopjiaf^ous habits of
this vole are well known, and this raises a line cine>tion as to
the real economic value of the aium.il in th.' rase of the present
attack

; thi» will be discnssid later.

Insect I'dyasilcs. Ft sonietimis ha|)peu> that an msect
pest which has ,is-umed lar^ie proportions in a certain region
disappears almost a^ qiiici^ly as it ai)peared. This is often
due to the fact tliat the ins.'ct parasites of the injurious insect

incri'ase to so gnat ,m cMeut 1h it almost i'Ver\' individual
becomes a host and is cou^. .[ueuliv d<stioyed As in the
case of lei>idoptei()U> larva- th.- chief i)arasites of the saw-lly
larv:e are the larval stage-, of the Ichneumons and certain other
minute Hyiuenopl.ra. Th.- Iar\a- ot certain Diptera, such as
the Tachinidic, are aKo j.ara-itic on the >aw-l!v larv;e. One
of till- obie--is lit ti:i- |)r(-ent iu\e>tigatioii wa^^ to discover
what spi-cie-, (,| paia-itic iii^e(-t> alfecl.-d Xciiiatiis crichwnii.
So far tWM |)arasites have been found, one of which is an Ich-

neiunoii. whii-h .Mr. Claude Murlev very kindly identilied for

me as Mc^i>!citts niilicus, (ir.iv., .lud the otiur was a ilipterous

larva.

Mcsohiiis miluiis, Cnir. (Imj.;. 4). -It \\a> tound that the
l)ropoitioii-. (it ,,iciMiii> wiiicli ciMit luied tins para>ite varied in

bati lu-s of cocouns from ililieieni pl.uilatiniis. I'rom one Ixitch

of 1 ;(> ciicii(,ii> I ; hhiif iunnn-> i!ue.L;ed iJMt i>, ()
-4 per cent,

ol the larv.L- had been p,na>iti>ed ; ,1 IxUcii ..f 176 cocoons
fr.mi annther plantation vielded (inly b lihneunmns. that is,

""ly
:> -4 P'l' *'nt. of the - iw-tly larv.e contaiuetl the [larasites.

It is of importance tu -tudy the numevical [iroixirtions of the
])ai-a>ile.-,iii tiuditli'ieutluc iliiies, ;i^ it miy eceiitually be found
that in certain loc.ilities the perci ulage of cocoons containing
parasites is so great that M)ine practicd beiielit nia\- accrue from
the disiributiiin of tii(-~e jiighly para>iti~ed ciuu.ins in localities

where the peiceiii.ige of para>iies IS mucii lower. This species

of Ichneumon ai)pe,tred to be fairly nunu-nuw tlii., ye.ir, as I saw
s»'veral on tiie wuig ihiriug my July vi>it to the atlected planta-
tiou>.

I)csiri[>tii>ii vf M. ,iii!uii!<.'* -I'Iin lu-eci Ixjuni^s to the

Fur a full iKscti|.ii.n, -ir A. //, ..^nii. -l..i>..i< liil vi|]|),i.,lliiiii^r ,,,;h

iK'skrifniiiL; .d dv i Smi-i-c l-,inn-,i Tij |.1ii.iik1cv." A';/,/. : i, ii;r.j,i. Hiind.., 1S55,


