
Preface

deiK-ndencics. 'l\m> Thackeray was bom in

Calcutta, and so was Charles Bullcr, the
l)hil.)s<)|ihical Radical ; lioniba) was the birth-
place not merely ol Rudyard Kijiling, most
miperialist of writers, but of such a repre-
sentative Anglican dii^nitary as the Dean of
Canterbury. Laurence Oliphant, a (usmopoli-
tan rolling-stone, yet liritish to the back-
lioiie, saw the lij;ht at Capetown. Iliere is

inevitably in our home literature mu( h that
marks the world colonising nation, the empire-
building- race.

Mankind may not lie growing nuich holier
or happier, but the stream (,r tendency
mikes for greater kindliness and the break-
ing down of boundaries; kindlip < whi.h
l)egins at home inevit.ibly e.xtends hv ,, ;ives
to <ll the outlying kin in the., .jveral

j

places and rclatio - and at the close of
the nineteenth cent, y, in the last years of
Victoria's reign, the l)ands of kindness have
been drawn sensibly closer between the island
peojile and their colonies, between the United
King<lom and the United States, 'lo the youth
of the Knglish kin this work is once more and
in a new shape offered as a help in seeking out
and laying to heart the wis.. ;, ^nd the wit of
our famous men of old and the fathers that
l)egat us, in the confidence that allegiance to the
highest traditions of our literature will increas-
ingly obliterate local and temporary jealousies

;

and in the hope that many a saying herein
recorded may make generations to come proud
to be of the Knglish name, and stir in them
the thrill that tightens even the grasp of blood-
brotherhood.
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