
-ilS GEOLOGY.

But this Ri)(^ciilatioii is ])urely hypothetical, and fur more

\\ to the of tiio r o( ivho delights in the con-

struction of new creations, and faltrics of the i)rain, thar. to

the sobi.'i* jndixoment of the iiulnctive Philosopher, who rea-

sons from vvell-nuthenticatod facts.

But the ancient revolutions of the earth, it may i>c i^aid,

have already been ref(!rrcd to physical aa^ency, and thonjrh

not ajErreeable to the existini^ order of thinirs, are not to bo

rc'^nirdcd in the lit!;ht of n'iraclcs. Ijitt if they prove that

the laws of nature iiave either been changed, or if they have

been always the same, that they have been repeatedly coun-

teracted by otiinr influences, thoy «lisprove the doctrine of

tJieir undcviatin;^ uniformity. They show that reasons for

their interrn])t,ions and suspensions have existed; and if so,

reasons for their interruption may iiave o(;cjirred aa;ain.

But the discoveries of Geology go farther than this, they

show that events have actually occurred which were strictly

miraculous, and which, if they were now to be repeated,

would be regarded as miracles of the highest order. No

(ivent could be more truly miraculous than the creation of a

man, or indeed ( .' any onB of tiie inferior animals; an<l il'

(ieology proves any thing at all, it proves undoubtedly that

all organized beings whatever, whether animal or veg«;tablo,

have been createtl. Whatever theory of the earth we adopt,

wo come, in tracing back its history, to a period that was ante-

cedent to tho existence of any of them; and they must there-

fore have all had a beginning. Dr. Lyell, who dissents

from this view of the matter, and alleges that the primary

(itrnta might have been originally fossilifcrous, and that the

organic remnins embedded in them liavc^ be«Mi <)blit(n'a-

tcd by their partial crystallization, readily admits that tho

earth undoubtedly existed before either tlie creation of man

(»r any other existing race. " If we have found it impossi-

ble," says he, " t(» assign a limit to that time, througln)ut

which it has pleased an Omnipotent and P'teriial IJeing to

uumife^t his creative ))ower, we have ut least succecjied be-

yond all hopi!, (Did he not menu "beyond all question ?") in

'.Murying back otn* rc-scai'dics to finif • ant'^codont to th'j ex-


