
for th» Propagation 6f the OoipeL

1 hu8 formally iitveswH wWi Authority, ahd

endued with power from on h-gh, the Apo^les

entered on their office ; and, declaring to Jew
and to Gentile the terms of salvation, re|y6n(-

ance fnxm sin, and faith \*\ the crucified Re-
daemer, experienced •* iho testimony*' of C;hrist

•' to the word of his grace,"* in the une\-

stmpled triumph of the Gospel over the passion^

t-nd prejudices, the in^eteraf^ kiteUectcial habit*

and social usages, of inankhid. In the course

©f a fcvf year*, a mtghty revolution was ef-

fected, by their ministry^ in tfee religious opi^

wions and practice of thfe tarioils nMi^s which
acknowledged the dominion of Rome. The
t?}iriy predominance of the Faith in the capital

and provinces of thai v»8t empire was naturally

regarded as the isnmediate prelude of tfte happy
^jonsomitialion presigtvified in (he i^cords of
Prophecy,, wlien Chrktiintty should assume her

legitimate sovereign'^, and become ^he religion

of the world. The n^gnitude oi the obstacles

already surmounted might justify the most san-

guine exfjieciafidns. The Faith, T*hith had baf-

fled in its infancy llie united hostility of human
wisdom and powei^, had attained stability ai.d

pen&anenoe, and was advancing whh progres-
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