
I.] SOUNDS AND LETTERS. II

§ lo. Occasional Change of Sound in English.

Consonants are sometimes combined. If they are

unlike, one of them assbnilates, or becomes like the

other. Thus, if the first is a sharp sound, the second,

if /^/, will become sharp; as weeped, \s^pt.

KJlat consonant must be followed by a %t conso-

nant, and a sharp consonant by a sharp one 3 as,

I.—(i) slabs
J
pronounced slabz.

(2) bathes „ bathz,

(3) hugged „ hugd,

lagged „ lagd.

IT.—(i) slap-s.

(2) bath-s (gives a bath).

(3) sleeped pronounced slept

lacked „ Icickt.

The original sound of ^ was sharp, as in mouse.

(See Plurals of Nouns, § 22, p. 21.)
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