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14 THE AMEniCAN WAR. BOOK I.

themselves of all that deference which man, by his nature, has for
the opinions of those who are constituted in eminent stations; andwhose dignities, wealth and magnificence, seem to command respect.The intellects of the Americans being therefore perfectly free upon
this topic, they exercised the same liberty of thought upon other
subjects unconnected with religion, and especially upon the affairs of
government, which had been the habitual theme of their conversation,
during their residence in the mother country. The colonies, mco
than any other country, abounded in lawyers, who, accustomed io
the most subtle aiid the most captious arguments, are commonly, in
a country governed by an absolute prince, the most zealous advocates
of h,s power, and in a free country the most ardent defenders of
liberty. Thus had arisen, among the Americans, an almost universal
tamiliarity with those sophistical discussions which appertain to the
professions of theology and of law, the effect of which is often to
generate obstinacy and presumption in thehumanmind ; accordingly
however long their disquisitions upon political and civil liberty they
never seemed to .hink they had sifted these matters sufficiently. ' The
study of polite literature and the liberal arts having already made a
remarkable progress in America, these discussions were adorned with
the graces of a florid elocution ; the charms of eloquence fascinated
and flattered on the one hand the defenders of bold opinions as on
the other they imparted to their discourses greater attraction, and
imprinted them more indelibly on the minds of their auditors.
The republican maxims became a common doctrine ; and the

memory of the Puritans, and of those who in the sanguinary con-
tentions of England had supported the party of the people, and per-
ished for Its cause, was immortalized. These were their apostles
these their martyrs: their names, their virtues, their achievements'
their unhappy, but to the eyes of the colonists so honorable, death'
formed the continual subject of the conversations of children with
the authors of their days.

If, before the revolution, the portrait of the king was usually seen
in every house, it was not rare to observe near it the images of
those who, in the time of Charles I. sacrificed their lives in defense
of what they termed English liberties. It is impossible to express
with what exultation they had received the news of the victories of
the republicans in England ; with what grief they heard of the resto-
ration of the monarchy, in the person of Charles II. Thus their inch-
nations and principles were equally contrary to the government, and
to the church, which prevailed in Great Britain. Though naturally
reserved and circumspect, yet expressions frequently escaped thern
whicM manilested a violent hatred for the political and' religious


