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becii heavily t.i.\c<l to support this odious and unna-

tural piiuciple ofpriuioiie'-iituro. The present condi-

tion ofEngland, however, so tar as we can judge from

the accounis which we receive, alfords an aroument

in favor of anv thin-r rather than the law of primogc!!-^

iture. Its tendency to produce an unequal division vt

property, is dreadfuliy exhibited* Its effects are, an

ariatocracy with the incomes of Kings, and a peasan-

try reduced to pauperism, and the great mass of tho

population without any deep and permanent interest

in the maintenance oforder and peace, and full of di;j-

content. If you have a landed aristocracy, you must

have a population that really have no deep or perma-

nent interest in the peace of the country or the stabi-

lity of existing institutions. It is of little consequence

then, whether they r. iuain or remove. Whatever

weahh they possess being moveable, they can trans-

port it to otiier countries, if they please. They have

very little, therctbre, staked on the maintenance of

poace or the pernianence of our institutions. Many

of them, perhaps, have an interest in fomenting disor-

ders and convulsions, in which they will lose nothing

and liave a chance to gain something. But, if the

landed property of the countiy is }>rctty equally divi-

ded amonc^st it's inhabitants, you increase the number

of those who have property in the counrty, which they

cannot remove, and an interest, therefore, in remain-

ing here,, and in preserving peace and order, and in

resisting foreign attacks or internal commotions, which

may endanijer the institutions of the country. I re-

collect that^ when this bill was lunlcr discussion la?.t

year, I referred to tlie conduct of the French people

during their revolution, in iiiustration of this sentiment.

The history of a nation cannot present to us a greatc

contrast, than we tind between the excesses and the

diaboHcal brutality and fury of their tirst revolution, k
their moderation and magnanimity during the last, t

have no doubt that various causes contiibute to pro

duce s-jcii a v.ondcrfui im|irovenicnt in tlicir cor.duet
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