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geogrspbioal (iliflAbilities ot- advantages
lobetent in eaisb. Either line proceeding
Mstward most reuob Edmonton on tbe
North Saakatohewan. From Edmonton
westward towards "tbe most eligible bar-

bor on kbo Paoifio Ooaat," that line mast,
if reason rn'es, be adopted, wbiob, in tbe
immediate future, in ooctinnation of

existing Betllemeots, will be tbe moat
densely peopled, and that wbiob on tbe
mainland has, north and sontb of it, tbe
largest extent of country suitable for

colonization. Qadh a railway line can
yet by land and water from varioua
points have connections greatly inoreaa-

ing its wayside and export traffic.

From -Edmonton, Tia lieiiiuer Pass to

Fort George, there is not mnob farming
land. Neither can much be found from
Edmonton by way of tbe North Tbomp-
son to Komloops or Bavona, most of the
prodnctiTC districts of the mainland up
to N. Lat. 61 o lying south, east, or west
these localities. Nor yet is there mncb
cultivable country from Savona along
Route No. 2 to ObiUiwhook on the lower
Fraser.

At page 68 of the Oeologioal Report of
Frogreas, 1875 and '76, oocars the follow-
ing from the pen of tbe well-known Mr.
Selwyn, F.R.8., Director of tbe Geologi-
cal Survey of Canada :

—" Taking Edmon-
ton, on the Saskatchewan, and Foit
George, on tbe Fraser, as tbe initial

points, it will, I believe, be found Ibat by
Pine River Puss the line could not only
be carried almost the whole distance
through a magnificent agricultural and
pastoral country, but it would actually be
Aborter than tbe Leather Pass route, and
it would probably not present any great-

er engineering difiicultie) 1" Mr. Selwyn
fays lauob more on tbiH mo»t important
matter ; but tbe permissible limits of this

letter forbid further quotation. Let
Jolumbians and others feeling more than a
passing interest in the subject refer to

tbe report itself, and to all that in tbeir
Kcvtral reports is stated by Professor
Macoun, Mr. G. M. Dawson, and others
about tbis vast nortb and west country in

respect of fitness for settlement, it^

wealth of timber, its wealth of fisheries,

and its promise as to metala and mine-
rals.

Gommenoing beyond the 51st parnlel
of latitude, or say 51 o 30, it coubtitutes
with the mainland west of tbe Cascade
mountains, Vancouver's and tbe other
isiaads, about tbree-fourths of the area of

the province. It contains in greatest

abundance onr three most important re-

sources, namely, those of tbe mines, tbe
forests and tbe fisheries, and it will un<
questionably always have the preponder-
ance of population and wealth.

Anonymous writers and other* apbold-*

ing route and terminus No. 2 have erred
in aasnmiogtbe whole mainland to be as a
nnit for the railway lino of their choics.

There is manifest improbability in snob a
supposition. The farmers and miners
nortb of Lat. 51° 30 declare for route
No. 6 aa best for their own and tbe gen-
eral intareats.

Tbe adoption of tbe Edmonton-Fori
George line suggested by Mr. Selwyn,
besides affording wayside traffic throngh-
out would snpply the most direct outlet

towards tbe Fuoa Htrait ood Pacific for

the great country of Peace River.
Even connected with Edmonton by tbe

other route. Fort George will be an im-
portant centre of farming and pastoral

country as well as of water stretches

nortb, west and soutb, whan rendered
suitabJie for light draught steamers.

Improvement of the Eraser for soch
navigation, perhaps from Boston Bar to

above Fort George, would be a natnral
sequence of tbe construction of tbe rail-

way via Bute In!et. Tbe canyon at Big
Bar, two miles long, would perhaps best

be passed at first by a rail or tramway.
Mr. G. B. Wright has, after carefal sur-

vey, reported elaborately to tbe Dominion
Government on the obstacles to naviga-
tion and supposed cost of tbeir removal.
Three hundred and sevect^ miles of tbe
river, if not more, could bo rendered trav-

elable for steamers whereby wayside and
export tiaffio by the railway would be
greatly promoted. Mr. Wright states in

some valuable notes furnished me that a
great proportion of prod ace from a coun-
try bordnriug tbe Fraser could at or near
Fort George be taken from tbe deck of tbe
steamer to the railway cars He says
" extensive farming lands near Lillooet
wonld furnish their quota, and even tbe
productions of Bounaparto and Cache
Creek valleys would seek this cheap and
Hpeedy method of transport to tbe sea,

while tbe mines of Cariboo and Omineca,
rendered profitiible by the influx of low-
priced food and labor, would again yield
their tribute as in former years."

Mr. Wright's own words are given, as
he knows the upper country as well as

most men. The crushing of quarta in
Cariboo, a new industry there, will, if

productive, vastly add to the importance
of all that northern region. Success at
Cariboo may lead to si.nilar and success-

fnl ventures at Cmineca and Cassiar,

which are also permanently habitable,

should mininf; attractions suffice. Sev-
eral parts of (Jassiar abound in summer
grass, and that means a good deal.

A gentleman, acting as surveyor for tbe
Western Union Telegraph Company, some
ten years ago, and who bad previously


