
Boor I. ITALY.
"

olmmt perf<%t; and that of the mounlaina of Rome aiid Nnplns, though not «o Ano, i^ valued

fbr thn equality of ita textnro. A f^ntat part ia black, and wovnn uiulved, for tlio clothing

of the i^llnyHilavRa and of the fViani. (itiata are reared in (^rnat nunimtra amid the Apei>i

nine cliflii; and thnir fleah and niili( Ih the aninial food chiefly uand by thn cultivators, with

the addition, however, of froah i»»rk. IhijifH are reared alao in jp-cat perfection : thoy are not

pent up, nnd fed on refuse, but wander at lar^e thmuf^h the woods, where they feed onnutai

maHt, and roota; and bcnoim- »>vc't\ aomowhat intoUigent and aprightly animala. The tuuna

and bacon thiif* pnxlucmi an cnnaulereil nt Rome as a preat luxury. The firuits of Italy tx9

variouR and (l>4ici<>ufs hut none are c( aurh value as the cheatnuta, which in the uppet
rcjjion« ronstilute the tbod f>l a numen>UH Uxly of mountaineere, who even dry and convert

tiicm iii'o nrt'iid. The Apriuiino timber, ronHiatinjf chiefly of oak and chnitnut, ia little used

except tiir mrrela. The wilme plantH "I" Hicily yield a barilla which rivuls that of Hpain.

Amonjf partiut objf'rta we may mention cotton in the Houthom provinces of Naplrs, which
was nrmlucod in ISl'J, to the ammint of fiO.< ' 'lalps^ond thn hemp of Bologna, which is of
peculiar nxccllencn. The Neapolitan nruuinu, hich exudox from a species of aali, is mode
a rovn; iiumoniily.

The manuJkcti cs in Italy,onco remarkable for r elegance and vnrioty, (!' now every-

where in a atfiti' of decay, and proHcnt only opecm. im a small Hcale of what formerly

existed. The jrreat and opulent cilizena, aft^r the mil try revolntions win rieprived them
of influence nnd security, seem everywhere ti have rfi 'i\ to tm country ind invested their

capitals in land. Silk was formerly the nmnd xtnilfi, pn rticuUrly in lli' <irm of velvets and
damotikR, richly odorncd with gold ami silver f >roider . This man icture still exists in

most of tlie fjreat cities, though on a r<'<l<ice«l n. The 'enetian S' dug, in 1705, had only

2701 silk weavfTH, and 1163 gold and ilvcr spi r;

Turin Imd b<'en reduced from 14fl() to I" Kl. The i »

the throwing' if silk upon their fhrms, and it is expori< •

of the foreifri manufiicturer. The woollen iimMufn''

giving ^mpl(l^ "lont to 30,000 persons; but they af

sideroble, ami n often combined with cotton, whici

vinces of Nap, s, where the muslins of Tarento en

brilliant nnd cu nus forms, was once a celehtated

made nt Venice, ii the island of Murano, nnrron
, ^

flasks bearing tli' niime of that city. It seems doubttu

earthenware of 1 ruria still exist. In the Florentine n

the use of the wli "1, numoroin jars of red eurthenwar

antique model. '1 ic works of Doccia, n-'nr Florence,

Staffordshire. The only fine porcelain ot Italy is that

any in Europe. Tli - potteries at Terram. s in the Abm
curious works, inlaid agate tables, cameos, moeaics, &c..

arts, are carried to si -h an extent, at Fh^rence and Ron
paper of Italy had fornerly a high reputation ; and that (

cany, is still in repnti Extremely fine soap is made gciif

particularly in Sicily, We must not omit the Tuscan iiik

In 1802, the nimiber of weavers in

ird iisantry, however, still carry on
in ' nhnpo of organzine for the use
"< • I'lorence wore once immense,
iKith few and coarse. Linen is con-
'»hi-H tolerably in the southern prt>-

•jood !oal of reputation. Glass, in

lire article; and there are still

iK'ud!-. and tubes; at Florence, the
f the art that produced the ancient
Romiin states are made, without
holding oil ; probably on a very
tre iioods resembling those of
rit Naples, which may vie with
-ti also ver) extensive. Some
elsewhere rank with the fine

-^ to be articles of trade. The
»'liuno, and some parts of Tu»-

f
' lly throughout Italy, but more

ufncture of straw hats, which
aflbrds a most valuable employment to the country girls in tha.' > "ighbourhood, and yields a
produce of about 11625 'KX) a year. In general, Italian statisti' re in so low a state, as to

make it scarcely posaibi^ even to conjecture tlie amount of tlle^ various articles.

Minerals, especially r.ietala, are deficient to a degree reniurkuble for a country so very
mountainous. The Alp^. which are so rich on the side of Germany, produce on that of
Italy only iron in the diw ricts of Brescia and Bergamo, and copper in that of Belluno. The
Brcscian iron has been w rked with considerable diligence, being formed into the steel cele-

brated under the name o Brescian, and into various descriptions of hardware, which, how-
ever, have shared the g' neral decline of Italian industry. Notwithstanding the boasts of
some native writers, no m \e8 of importance seem to exist in any part of the Apennines, or
of the rest of Italy, exccf i the island of Elba, long celebrated for its fine iron. The cliffi

of this great colcareous ciain, however, produce valuable stone, and particularly several
species of beautiful marble, among which that of Carrara is conspicuous ; nor are there
wanting agates and other ornamental stones. The sulphur of Sicily is an article of im-
portance.

The mercantile transactinns of Italy have declined in a still more remarkable deofree.

The discovery of America, a^id the passage to India by the Cape of Good Hope, transferred

the most valuable trade of th » world into channels from which she was excluded. The re-

strictive, and, in many respf "ts, oppressive system, adopted by the Spanish and German
princes, chilled the spirit of riterpnse; and the great capitalists of Venice and Genoa pre-

ferred investing their inOney at high interest in foreign tbnds. The only great commercial
activity now existing is at Leghorn, which carries on not. only the commerce of Tuscany,
but that of Naples and Sicily, and keeps even a regwlar dep6t of all the commodities of the
Iie\'ant. Mr. Jackson reproaches the English as acting against both their honour aud in*


