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LIFE IN THE CLKAUINOS. 10

building sites for the erection of places of worship. Chnrches

and clmrcliyards occupy the hills from whence they obtain their

springs of fresh water,—and such delicious water! They do not

at present feel any ill-consecpjcnces arising from this error of

juflgmcnt; but the time will come, as population increases, and

the dead accumulate, when these burying-grounds, by poisoning

the springs that tiow through them, will materially injure tiio

hi'.'iltli of the living.

The English church was built many years ago, partly of red

brick burnt in the neighbou lood, and partly of wood coloured

red to make up the deficiency of tlie costlier material. Thi.}

seems a shabby saving, as abundance of brick-earth of the best

quality abounds in tlie same hills, and the miiking of bricka

forms a very lucrative and important craft to several persons in

the town.

Belleville was but a small settlement on the edge of the forest,

scarcely deserving the name of a village, when this church first

pointed its ugly tower towards heaven. Doubtless its founders

^bought they had done wonders when they erected this humble

looking place of worship ; but now, when their descendants have

become rich, and the village of log-huts and frame buildings has

grown into a populous, busy, thriving town, and this red taste-

less building is too small to accommodate its congregation, it

should no longer hold the height of the hill, but give i)lace to a

larger and handsomer edifice.

Behold its Catholic brother on the other side of the road

;

how much its elegant structure and graceful spire adds to the

beauty of the scene. Yet the funds for rearing that handsome

building, which is such an ornament to the town, were chielly

derived from small subscriptions, drawn from the earnings of

mechanics, day-labourers, and female servants. If the Church

of England were supported throughout the colony, on the volun-

tary principle, we should soon see fine stone churches, like St.

Michael, replacing these decaying edifices of wood, and the out.-

cry about the ever-vexed question of the Clergy Reserves, would

be merged in her increased influence and prosperity.

The deep-toned, sonorous bell, that fills the steeple of the

Catholic church, which cost, I have been told, seven hundred


