
MY MEMORY OF GLADSTONE

eccentricity where there was real merit

and genuine work. Set, as Vice-

President of the Board of Trade, to

deal with a f bject entirely new to

him, Gladstone at once justified Peel's

confidence and discernment. Perhaps

the office had been chosen for him

as one in which his eccentricity had

no play. He served Peel admirably

well, and was perfectly true to his

chief. But, from things that I have

heard him say, I rather doubt whether

he greatly loved Peel. Peel detested

the Tractarians ; the Tractarians hated

Peel ; and some of the Tractarians

were nearest of all men to Gladstone's

heart.

Peel's Government having been over-

thrown on the question of the Corn

Laws by a combination which the
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