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norance and carelessness as a translator,—of a want of in-

tcjj::rity in refjjard to the sense of his orifxinal,—and of ap-

propriating to iiiniself passatjes from otlicr authors without

acknowledgment. The gravest accusation, that of wil-

fully altering the sense of his original, has heen satis-

factorily answered already ; hut we venture to say that

few who are acipiainted with his amusing and instructive

volumes will not he astonished at the charge of ])lagiar-

ism. A conscientious and even tedious scrupulosity in giv-

ing the names of every individual i'rom whom he has de-

rived his ir.fi.rmation is one of the most striking features

of his work. 'I'he third volume of tiie second edition of

his voyages ha})pens to l)e now on the tahle hefore us

:

It consists of ahout loS separate documents, and we
will venture to say, that of these there is not one upon
which the hiogra'pher can sup])()rt a charge of any thing

apj)roaching to serious and ))remeditated plagiarism,—not

one in which, if the author's name is known, it is not an-

xiously mentioned, cr, if it is unknown, where the anony-
mous paper is not given in such a way that it cannot

possihly lie attrihuted to the CGm{)ilcr h.imself. Even the

two instances in this volume, quoted against him by
the biogra})her, do not in fair reas;oning form an excep-

tion.

No one who has read Uakluyt's preface will he disposed

to think with severity of the sliglit alterations which,

with the honest intention of presenting the whole truth

before his reader, he has occasionally introduced into

the abstracts, notes, and translations, which form the great

body of his v/ork. His earnest desire, as he himself de-

clares, " was to adjust the displaced and scattered limbs,

as well of ancient and late voyages by sea as of travels

by land, and traffic of merchandise by both, into one

regidar body ; restoring each divided and dislocated mem-
ber to its natural order and symmetry, and by the help

of geography and chronology^ the sun and moon, or right

and left eye of all history, referring each particular nar-

ration to its due time and place." That in accomplish-

ing this laudable object he has sometimes used rather

undue liberties with his documents, may be admitted

;

but even in the most remarkable of these instances of al-

leged mistranslation and interpolation which the biogra-

pher has brought against liim^ the passages are first ac-


