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Nothingnow remains of the French fort, but portions of some

earthworks. The American fortifications, though gone to

ruins, were put in condition and occupied.

In comparison with the great facilities for ship building of

the present day, we can form but a remote idea of the diff' puI-

ties Commodore Perry and his compeers had to encountei in

building, and equipping, his squadron. All the carpenters and

blacksmiths in the country having been employed by Mr.

Dobbins in building the gun boats, and all the stores in the

village ransacked for iron, and then forced to get the most of it

from Pittsburgh, Commodore Perry found but little to work

with, the great responsibility resting upon his shoulders, and

the gigantic task before him. He, however, managed to get a

small supply for immediate use from Pittsburgh and Buffalo.

But the gallant young hero was equal to the task, and started

into the work with all the energy and determination his future

achievements demonstrated. He at once wrote the Secretary

of the Navy what was immediately required, when carpenters

and blacksmiths were ordered from Philadelphia. Mr. Dobbins

was dispatched to Black Rock for seamen and chests of arms,

and such ordnance as he could manage to transport, which

was a heavy task, considering the bad condition of the roads

incident to the breaking up of spring through a new country.

On the 30th of March, Sailing Master W. V. Taylor, a very

skillfnl officer and thorough seaman, arrived from Sackett's

Harbor, with twenty officers and seamen. Perry now deter-

mined to leave him in command and proceed to Pittsburgh, to

hasten the workmen en route from Philadelphia, and make

further arrangements for supplies. Upon his arrival at Pitts-


