
destined for the time to be disappointed, nnd tlie wealthy citizen

meditating how best to disarm the opposition which had so long

deprived Lower Canada of the benefits of education, had much in

common. It seems at least highly probable that Strachan had a large

shaie in giving to Mr. McGill's wishes the form which they afterwards

assumed, and there are some reasons for believing that Mr. McC/ill

had hoped that his college might have attracted to it the abilities

of the young teacl.er who seemed slighted in Upper Canada. It is

also known that, in the first attempt to organize McCiill University

in 1823, Strachan was invited to a professorshi|) ; but the career

opening to him in Upper Canada was already too tempting to permit

him to aid in this way the project of his old friend.

Under its Royal charter, and having obtained possession of the

McGill estate, and with large promises of public aid, the college

entered on its existence with much apparent vigor and promise of

success. The opening ceremony was held in Burnside House, the

former residence of the founder, in 1829, and was largely attended.

The inaugural addresses of the principal and other officers, were

characterized by a broad and liberal spirit and practical good sense,

which augered well for the success of the inf^ipt institution. The

Faculty of Arts, as organized on this occasion, consisted of the prin-

cipal and two professors ; and on the day of the inauguration an im-

portant addition was made to the university, by the union with it of

the Montreal Medical Institute, as its faculty of medicine. This

institution had already four professors and an established reputation.

As might have been anticipated, from the fortunes of similar

efforts elsewhere, the prospects of the young university were soon

overcast, and it had to struggle through a long period of difficulty

and danger. Mr. McGill had given his endowment under the

expectation that, in accordance with the provisions of an act passed

several years before his decease, and in the preparation of which he

no doubt had a i)art, large grants of public land would have been

placed at the disposal of the Royal Institution to supplement his be-

quest, as well as to provide for the general interests of education.

This, however, the legislature failed to do, and for a long time the

McGili endowment constituted the only source of revenue to the

university. Nor has this failure been fully remedied up to the present

time. While the bgislatures of the neighboring provinces of Upper


