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diun people that political union with the United Stales made for

their material interests. This consideration, usually so potent in guid-

ing human action, would be absolutely powerless in this connection.

There is still a deep-seated objection in the minds of n largo majority

of the people of Canada to union with the United States. It

may be unphilosophical, it may be irrational, but it exists. It is

probably the offspring, for the most part, of the spirit of loyalty to

Great Britain which has long permeated the minds of the great

majority of the Canadian people. It is not easy to blot out a century

of history in a day, and the record of the past hundred years has had

a constant tendency to confirm British Americans in their devotion

to British as against American interests The conflict of the Bevolu-

tion was succeeded by the war of ISTJ-lo, with its invasion of

Canada, and since then there have been Fenian raids, lishory contro-

versies, and other unfortunate incidents to keep up the ill-feeling

engendered in 177G-83, and it is simply not a practical solution of

the future of Canada to suggest political union with the United

States, because the preponderating majority of the people will not

hear of it. Time is the great miracle-worker and may change all

this ; but we must speak of things as they are. No material con-

siderations will induce the Canadian people at present to accept

political union with the United States.

A second alternative is Imperial Federation. Some of the difficul-

ties which stand in the way of this have been already hinted at, but

there are others which must be dealt with. In the first place, if the

Canadian people desired any such federation, is it certain that it is

possible ? In other words, is it clear that the British people stand

ready to give up a part of their present absolute control over the

affairs of the Empire, and share it with statesmen representing the

interests of the several great Colonies ? At the beginning the British

Islands would have the preponderating power in the federation ; but

it would be foreseen that this could not be permanent. The principle

of representation by population could not be ignored, and in a few

decades the representatives from the Colonies would outnumber

those from the parent State. Great Britain would be merged into

Greater Britain. It is not easy to see any reasonable objection to

this from a Colonial standpoint, nor, indeed, from any impartial

point of view. But such a scheme is quite sure to arouse misgivings

and opposition in England. Add to this the varying conditions

subsisting in the different Colonies—all of which would have to be

consulted and would act freely—and the difficulties in the way of

Imperial Federation are seen to be very great. The Canadian people

would find this solution of the future a rather tardy one, even if they

were favourable to it. But are they favourable ?

This opens up a wide question. Not very many have stcppad to con-
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