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tilings wlu'ii till- world tu'yoiul the Alps was ii inyslcry to lln' (iri'i'k lii>loiiiiii, iiiul ih.

Very cxiNli'ini' of ihc river l»'liiiii' was <|U(>Mtioiicii : or wln'ii, lour ci'iiliirii's ialrr, ih^

lialioiis aioiilid the llaltir, wiiiili wen' Ix'I'ori' loiiy lo Mii>|ilaiil lln' iiiastrrs ol' llu" l{oiii;ii

World, wi'P' so I'lilirdy iiukiio ,vii to tiiciii ihal, as Dr. .\riiold reiiiark.s, ill oiicol'liis Ictlciv

"'rill' |{oinuu colonics uloiiu- ihc Itiiiiic and IIh' l)iiiiiit)i' lookcil out on tin- country licyom

those rivers as we look up at tlic stars, anil actually see with our own eyes a world ol' whirl

wc know iiothinu;." Yet such iirnorain'e was not iiiconipiitihlc with indirect iuti'nour^i

and was so I'ar i'roni cxcludiniir tlie harliariaiis beyond the Alps or tiie lialtic from nil tlie Iriiil

ol'llu' civilization whicli ijrew up around the Mediterranean Sea, that the study ol' Kuro))c;ii

archii'oloiry has owed its chiel' inipi'dinieiit lo the dilhciilty of discriniiiialini; between

arts of diverse eras and races of nortliern liurope, interminuieil with (hos^'or its Neolillii

and Ih'ouze perio<ls ; or of separatiiiir them I'roni the true iiroducis ol' Celtic and clns.-ii

workmanship.

It is altogether dill'er.int with Amcricau arclncology. \\\'iv there any traces here d

Celtic, ijoniaii, or uu'diii'val I'iuropean art, the whole tendency ol tho American niiiiii

would be to give even lui exaggerated value to their influence. SuperUcial studi'iits ol' ili

ri'.ins oI'Mexico ami Central America liave misinterpreted c liararteristics (xM-taining to wljiii

nuiy not inaptly bi' designated instincts common to the human mind in its lirst ell'orts ;ii

visible expression oi'its ideas ; and have recognized in thein I'ancied analogies with ancient

I'lLivptian art, or with tlie mytiiology and astronomical science ol'thelvisl. Had, iinli'id.

the more iidvanced nations of the Xi'w World borrowed the arts of I'-gypt, India, urj

(ireece; tJK' great river highways, and the vast unbroken levels of the northern coulinciil

l)resented abundant facilities for their dilfusion, with n,-/ Liicater aid than the bircli-bail:

canoe of th(^ northern savage. The copper of liake Superior was familiar to nations on tli''

banks of the Mississipp;, .li • St. Lawrence, the Hudson, and the Delaware. Nor was Hh'

inllueiice of .southern civilization wholly inoperative. Kellex traci's of the prolilii' faiK'y of

the Peruvian potter may be (h'lected in tlu' rude ware of the moumls of (icorgia and 'IViiv

nessec ; and tho conventional art of Ym atan reapi)ears in th(! ornamentation of the lodgi >

of the Ilaidahs of Queen Charlotte's Islands, and in the wood and ivory larvings of tli'j

Tawatin and other tribes of liritish Columbia. Already, moreover, the elaborati- nativ<

devices which give such distinetiv(! character to the ivory and claystone carvings of tin

Chimpseyau and Clalam Indians, have been largely superseded by reprodui.tions of Euro-

pean ornamentation, or literal n'presentations of houses, shipping, horses, lire-arms, ami

other objects brought under the notice of the native artist in his intercourse with whit.

men. AVe are justihed, therefore, in assuming that no long-matured civilization couMl

have existed in any part of the American continent without leaving, not only abundant

evidence of its presence within its own area, but also many traces of its inlluenco i'av

beyond. Yet it cannot be said of the vanished races of the North American continent

that they died and made no sign. Their memorials are abundant, and some of their

earthworks and burial mounds are on a gigantic scale. But they perpetuate no

evidence of a native civilisation of elder times bearing the slightest analogy to that of

Europe through all its historic centiiries. The western hemisphere stands a world

apart, with languages and customs essentially its own ; and with man and his arts

embrac'cd within greatly narrower limits of development than in any other quarter of the

globe. Tho evolutionist may, indeed, bo tempted by tho absence not only of the anthro-


