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Mr. BURPKK (St. John) naid the

firHt part of the return eonld hi' supplied

to the hon. nicmher quite j-ea<lily, l^ut

he feared the last part could not. There
had been no account kept between the

difforont Provinces since Confederation,

and there wi's nothini^ to show the

trade between them.

Mit. DeCO.'^MOS said he thought
the hon. the .Miiii.-ler of ('ustoms

would be able to get the necessary in-

formation, from the f:ut that all mer-
chandize was passed in Iwnd ovo«" the

Pacific Railway ; therefore, the iK)rtH

throuf^h which merchandize was passed

to Mritish Columbia would be able

to Hupply the information. He hoped
the Government would allow the mo-
tion to pass, because he thouf^ht it was
i\ matter of great imi>ortanco.

Mr. MACKKNZIK: We will try.

Motion agro'.d to.

JIOUSK OK COMMOXS.

Tue»(hnj, VMU Feb., 187S.

The Speaker took the Chair at Three
o'clock.

Prayers.

.MO.VEV PAID TO BRITISFI CI)M:MIUA.

MOTIO.N ron niCTCHN'.

Mr. DeCOSMOS moved tor a return
howing the respective sums of money
paid to the (Jovernmentof Hiitish Col-
umbia, and at what time ])aid, in ac-

cordance with section 2, chap. 17, N'ic

3T, of the Statutes of ('anada. In doing
so, ho haid he wished to bring before
the House the fact tliat, by the non-
jterformance of their ugrcemont
on the part of the ttovernment
of (he Dominion, there had been
entail. >d upon the Province tif Ih-itish

('oIunil>i;i a loss of some 8-T-,r)()0. In
oi'dop (hat the House might follow him
in bringing to tUcir notice this equit-

|

able claim, ho took occnaion to state

that in 1873 ho was the Pi-emior of the
Province of British Columbia, lie found
that the Province was not in a condi-

tion to invite immigrants to come and
settle in the coutitr}'. The oi-dinary and
current revenue of the Province was
only sufticiont to meet the ordinary and
current expenditure. In order, there-

fore, to prepare that country, in the
intercHts of the Dominion, to receive

population from abroad, and thereby
contritiute to the revenues and the build-

ing up of the country, it w:w decided

tluit he should go to the Government
of the Donnnion, and, if nocoss:4ry, to

the Imperial (iovernment and the

capitalists of Great Britain, to rait-e a
loan of some million of dollars to make
surveys, and open un colonization roads
through the accessible portion of that

Province. In the autumn of 1873 ho
arrived in this Province, some three

or four weeks bc<bro Parliament met in

extra Session, lie placetl himself in

communication with the Government
of that dry. He told that Government
that the Provincial (rovernment wanted
a million of dollars or less,—may bo

8.500,000 or 8(JOO,000. The Minister of
Finance of that da}- was absent in Eng-
land, jdacing the bonds of the Domin-
ion upon the London market. Ho
opened negotiations through the hon.

the then Minister of Public Works
(Mr. Langevin) with respect to this

loan. When the Minister of Finance
returned from Kngland,—as the loan

could not be conclude<l with the

Dominion (Jovernment until he had
returned,—it was arranged that the

Province of British Columbia should

draw on application the sum between
the allowed debt and the actual debt of
the Province at the date of Union, as

incrcjised by the Act increasing the

debts of the respective Provinces in

1873. In order that the House might
follow him in this matter, he would
read the (^rder in Council that w.is

passed b}' the Dominion .Dvernmont
of that da}', respecting tl matter:

" In ft memorandum, dated )th Oct., 1873,

from the hon. the MiniBter of Financo, siih-

mittinj; an application from Mr. DeCogmos on
behalf of the Government of British Columbia,
askinjir that the Dominion mar advance for

local improvements a gum equiii to the diflTer-

cnre bolwcen the actual debt of the Province
and the debt allowed at the Union, such
advADoe to be at tbo rate of 5 per cent , to b«
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