
THE MSIIl'RIES DISPUTE. 47

I

* Lord LansdiAvnc knows that at that time no peace was

possible willidut tlie luU recognition of our rii^ht to the

fi-hcrics. 1 lis Excellency without doubt values arii;ht the

inestimable service rendered by Shelburne to r-n<j;land,

America, ami the world, at the expense of a temporary

I)opularit\'. lie will doubtless be the last person in Canada

to wish t(.) disturb the international friendship to which his

illustrious ancestor so pre-eminently contributeil, and whicli,

as rej^ards the fislieries, woidd probably never have been

disturbed had the Shelburne article been allowed to stand

as he approved it ; and perhaps the surest guarantee for our

mutu.d good-will will be found in a return to the terms of

the treat)- so conspicuously identified with his fame.

C()NXi,ui)i\(; .Suc;gi;stions.

In case Congress shall be clear, as the Retaliation ]-!ill

would stem to indicate, that (ircat Britain has violated Ar-

ticle 1. of the Treat}- of iSlS, and that the Unitetl Slates is

therefore entitled, under the rule stated b\- Madison and

established by her own precedent, to abrogate that article,

and to fall back upon Article III. of the Treaty of Peace

as defining the separate rights of the United States and

Great Britain in the New-foundland fisheries at the divi-

sion of the empire in 1783, Congress may be disposed to

con>ider the expediency of einbod}-ing their views on this

point in tlie Retaliation Act, or in a separate act, so that

the future negotiations for an amicable adjustment of the

pending difficulties may not be hampered or thwarted by
the pretence, Iieretofore made, that the rights claimed by our

Ciovernment for i\mcrican fishermen are denied to them by
the third article of the Treaty of 1818, which the British

have tliemselves violated.

Should this conclusion be approved by Congress, it

would almost follow the preamble and enacting clause of

the Act abrogating the treaties with l'"rance (July 7, 1798)

siiould it declare that, inasmuch as the third arti^-Zie has been

repeatedly violated on the part of the British Government,

am


