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from New York right across. Immigrants will not

be allowed to settle in great cities till they have

spent ten years on the land. Such a provision

would make it easier to admit all sorts and condi-

tions of Europeans at Ellis Island ; and at the corre-

sponding immigration stations at other ports a great

deal of the White Slave trouble would be averted,

and the shelter of immigrants would not absorb so

much of the urban attention so urgently needed

elsewhere.
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Railways have as much power to make the new

American as the newspaper has. Perhaps they have

more power; for the railways can afford great

opportunities for social mingling. The railway can

take any immigrant to a place where he will be not

merely a hireling, but a living organism grafted into

the vast body of America. At present the high

fares deter the immigrant, and he is cooped up in

districts which he would like to leave, but cannot

;

in districts where he must remain foreign and not

American.

For there is an impulse to move and to mingle.

If railway facilities were granted there would be a

great deal more social and commercial intercourse

over the surface of America. Each new immigrant

who comes into the United States is particularly

wanted somewhere ; his landing is not an accident.

Some village or country-side has called him, and will

still call him, though he be frustrated at first, doing


