
Ths Qusn OF THX Ballad

will be remembered that old James Iiaac Macdonald'a

home at ibe West River, ^Hiich is one of the comimmitica

under discussion, literally teemed with ballads in tlie by-

gtme days of his youth. Many of the persons in this part

of the country, seeing in me a brother Scot, were inclined

to regard me with friendliness and ccmfidence, and I had

every opportunity of discovering ballads if there had beea

any to discover. I have just been speaking of the fact

tiiat the Scotch people nearer the sea-coast had given up
ballad-singing when they found that they were sharing the

pastime with a lower order of beings; but this explanati<m

will not cover the case of the inland districts, where there

are practically no people of French descent, or of any de-

scent except Scotch.

The earli» settlers in these districts were not a very

sober or God-fearing people. They had no ministers and

no religious services during the first years of their settle-

ment, axkd they were, un the whole, much more inclined to

the pleasures of the fiddle and the rum-keg than to the

more sober comforts of religion. An admirable acccHmt

of these early settlers is given by the late Rev. George

.Patters(»i, in his "History of the County of Pictou," and

I i^il quote from his book a brief passage in whidi he

himself is qtKiting from the diary of Dr. McGregor, the

first minister who appeared in tiiat part of the country.

I> McGregor was sent out, in 1786, by the Synod of

Scofiand, and his frst religious service, which was held

"in S<|uire Patterson's bam," he thus describes:

The Squire gave orders to lay slabs and planks in his

bam for seats to the congregaticm; and iMsfore eleven

o'clock next morning I saw the people gathering to hear

liie Gospel f«»n the lips a4 a stranger who felt few of its
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