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It is vory gratifying t~ noto that Manitoba
millers are recaring such o large sharoe of tho
Australian floue trade.  This week two full
train loads of flour left \Winnipeg for Van-
couver, en route to Australia, Previous to
this a number of shipments were made from
tho mills at Portago la Prairie, Winnipeg
and Koewatin, and the two large Manitoba
milling companies have now orders in hand
which will tako all thosurplus flour they can
praduce over domestic requirements for somo
time in the future. It is still more grutify-
ing to note, as Tho Commercial has beon re-
liahly informed, that good prices are being
obtained for the flour which is going to
Australis, in some cases the figure obtained
boeing oqual, wo are told, to the prico obtained
for similar grades from the domestic trade.
It speaks vory highly for the Manitoba flour
that our millers are able to compete so
suceessfully with the mullers of the Pacific
coast states, handicapped as our mllers aro
by the luug radway haul frum here tu the
Pacific ports.
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It is reported from Ottawa that a move-
men* is on foot to secure the passage of vory
strict laws to deal with tramps, Ic i3 to be
hoped the movement will be entirely success-
ful. The horde of tramps who wander
through this country, commmtting all sorts
of crime from potty thieving to murder and
outrages upon womon and children, should
be vigorously dealt with. A great many of
thesa vagabrndsare nnt Canadians. Tbey in-
vadelthe country each summer fromyhe United
States, and go south again in the winter, It
isan iovasion which should bs repslied as
vigorously es if it were an incursion of an
armed band of frecbosters. The tramp nuis-
anceshould be vigoroucly dealt with, ana
probably nothing would prove so efficacions
in this connzction as a liberal application of
the cat.
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QOwing to the higher prices obtaivable in
Manitoba this year for oats, in consequence
of the light crop of this cereal, itis tikely
that a mucl Jarger quentity of millstuffs
will bo consumed than was taken during the
past year. While oats are much higher here
than they were a year ago, millstuffs are
lower. A year ago oats wero worth 15 to 16
cents per bushel of 84 pounds in the Winni-
pog market for home consumption and bran
was quoted at the same time at $9 per ton.
Now a sawple of oats equal to theaverage
quality of last year’s crop is worth 25 to 26
cents per bushel here, while bran is worth $6
to $7 per ton. Thus for about 12 conts 81
pounds of bran can boobtained, or a quantity
equal in weight to & bushel of oats. Of
oourse for some purpnses the nats are worth
sho differenco for feed, but bran is also aval-
uable fecd and at presens prices it is a vory
cheap feed. It would no doubt pay farmers
to woll & part of their vat erop and buy bran.
We have quoted Winnipeg prices for oats,
and of course farmers at country points can-
pot get these prices, as local freight and cost
of handling would have to be deducted, but
millstuffs are also being sold cheaper at many
country points than in the city, so that she

rolative valuo of the two commadities would
be about the samo at country points a8 in the
city Owing to the low prico of bran and
shorts in Eastorn Canada, Manitoba millers
cannot ehip millstuffs east. Tho prosent
priceof bran in Montreal and Toronto would
ouly about pay the froight and commission,
leaving nothing for the shipper, on the basis
of all rail freights, Even at lake and rail
rates thore was no monoy in shipping bran
East, and this accounts for the low prices of
the product in Manitoba.
« *

Tho Winnipeg Tribune makes a demand
for *‘freoagricultural implements, freo twine,
free barbed wire, fres lumber, free nails, free
frait aud the tariff reduced on & groat many
otherarticles,' in theinterest of Western Can-
ada. Why does not the Tribune include re-
fined potroloutn in this list. Wae do not know
of anything in need of a tariff reduction more
urgently than coal vil. Some of the erticles
enumerated by the Tribune, are not saold
materially lower south of the boundary than
they are in Manitoba, but in the caso of coal
oil, the difference in prices 1n Manitoba, as
compared with points in the Umted States
just south of the boundary, isso great as to
surprise one, Even after allowing { r the
differonco in the measure, the United States
gallon being one-fifth smaller than ours, the
price of coal vil at Pembina, just south of the
boundary, in Dakots, is not far from one
half the price charged in Winnipeg. Can-
ada is paying an enormous tax to keep up
our oil industry, and it is atax which weighs
exceedin.ly heavy un tke West. Last year
it is said we imported aboat 6,500,000 galions
of oil from the United States, va'ued
at 114,00V, on which the duty was S357,000
orover 90 per cent. The consumption of
Canadian oil amounted to 11,000,000 gallons,
and thisno doubs cost consumers an increas-
ed prico in proporticn to the duty. Asan
exchange remarks, it would at this rate pay
the government tobuy up the vested intereats
in our oil territory and set fire to the wells,

LI

The proposal alleged to be under consider-
ation at Washington, to settle the Cuban
question by the purchase of the independence
of tho island, would appear tobe an emin-
outly satisfactory plan for the settlement of
this long-standing sore. The plaun i3 said wbe
a tripartite agreement whereby Great Beitain
is to furnish tho 1money to buy the indeper-
dence of the islaud, on Cuban bonds guaran-
teed by the Cnited States, Spaiu’s assent it
is said, has already been practically assured.
The commission which is to perfect the plans
and sce that they are carried out isto be
composed of three members represouting the
countries interosted. If any such propssal
i3 really under consideration, wo should fancy
that Spain would be wise in quickly accept-
ing it, Cubs will never be anything but a
source of weakness to Spain, and soontror later
must becomo indepondent.  The purchase of
the independence of the island in this way,
would pruvido an casy means fur Spain to es-
capo from an awkward situation, and at the
same time would greatly help to rastore Span
ish finaoces to a healthy condition. Great
Britain, as a strong Awmerican power, i3 in-
tercsted in the Cuban question almost as

olosoly as tho United States, aud it is in the
interest of both countries that the Cuban
question should bo permancutly sottled. ia
guaranteeing tho bonds for the purchase of
Cuban indopondence, tho United States woul |
practioally be pledged to maintain law auq
order in the country in case the Cubans fail.
ed to prove equal to tho task of solf-govern.
mont. This would dispose of the claim that
if Spain withdrew from the country it wouid
bo left in a state of anarchy,
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His GRACE ARCHBISHOP LANGBVIN, the
head of the Roman Catholic church in Man-
itoba, has refused to accept the settlement of
the Manitoba school question, and he has de-

olared for &  continuance of the
sgitation of the question, How the
matter will be taken up in the Ro-

man Catholic sections of Eastern Canada, ro-
maius to bo seen. Judging from the remar s
of Liberal leaders, huwever, they socem to
havo no fear of the result. Perhaps iue
Quubee Liberals have been emboldened by
the great victory which they achioved last
June, over tho combined power of the clergy
and the Cunsorvative party At any rateat
looks as if they intended to carry tho war 1n.
to Africa, There is ovidently a strugsle
coming in Quebee, if it has not already be-
gut, in which the clergy will be for the fiest
timno on the defensive. The gauntlet which
Premier Laurier threw down to the bishops,
in his remarkable speech on the remedial b,
during the last session of Parliament uuder
the Tupper Government, has evidontly not
yot been withdrawn, If the utterances of
Mr. Tarte and other leading Liberals cnunt
for anything. no truco has bzen agreed to be-
tween the clericals and the Liberals in Q ie-
bec. While tho clerical organ in Winnipeg
gpeaks of the ‘iniquitous fusion of Protes.
tant and Cathoiic children’ under the school
laws in Magitoba, Hon. Mr. Tarte boldiy
declares that ho is anxious to see Catholic
and Protestant children educated together.
In Quebec provinco itself a movemont has
been started for the reform of the elucational
system of the pravince. Mr. Marchand,
Ieader of the Opposition in the Qnebec Leugis-
lature, has declared that Q1ebec is away be-
hind in its educational matters, and that the
systom must bo refurmed. In the coming
provincial elections in Quebec, the school
question there will be an importaunt factr,
and the result of the elections will no doubt
indicate the feeling of the electors upon:ke
Manitoba school question. It would be pe-
ouliar if the Manitoba school question should
bo the mesns of leading to & cbangeinthe
school situation in Quaebec, but stranger
things than this have happened. Tho pos-
ition of the clergy in Quebec has unduubt-
edly been greatly weakcued oy the uver
whelming defe.t administered to them in
Junelast., If French Canadian liberalism s

.imbued to any great extent with the spirit

displayed by Mr, Tarte, woe might louk for

o muvemont against clerical 1nfluences 1 pol-

itical, educational and state matters gever

ally. If the Quebec Liberals could overcume

the clergy with the Duminion Government |

at their back, whet may they not attempt
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