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BRITISH COLUMBIA.

{Thls dcrarlmcut fa {n chiarge of R. E. Gosnell,who s
permincatly engaged as a regular member of Tug Cox-
stereng seodl, to represent this fouenal in British Columbia.
Parties in Beitish Colum a who wixis to communicate in
any way with this paper, jmay apply directly to Mir.
tasncll, ot Yancouver.]

British Uolumbia Sealers,

From press despatches 1v would appear that
Great Britain and the United States huve en.
tered into an agreement to arbitrate oo the
Behring Sea question, & course which, if in.
volving many delays, vexation aud isritation,
will commeund itaelf as much superior w0 toa
recourse to fighting. War, on the most eco.
nomical scale possible, would mean a direct
loss to both pations,laying aside considerstion
of the long train of conscquences, a thousand
times in excess of the value of the seals in
Behring Sea.  No provision it appears has becn
made for a renewal of the molus viveandi, aad
all the sealers on the coast are fitting out for
the approaching season. Aiready one Vaacou-
ver sealer, the Beatrice, has left for the Cali.
fornian coast and will go north, expectiog to
reach Victoria about the ficst of May. Two
others will start out in a mouth’s time. The
Victoria flect will goon be in readiness as well.
What the outcome of the arbitration will be is
needless at present to specusate on. Canpadians
cf course and especially the people of British
Columbia have decided opinions as to what it
should be. One thing is quite certain that the
selection of Dr. G. M. Dawson and Sir George
Baden Powell to collect evidence by a visit to
the sealing grounds and otherwise, was an
emineutly wise step to begin with. Dr. Daw-
son has the most compreheusive, and at the
same time, most minute knowledge of the sub-
ject of any man living, with the exception,
perhaps, of Judge Swan, who favors the Cena-
dian contention. He has, as well, the faculty of
investigation highly developed. Sir George
Badea-Powell, ou the other hand, having been
entrusted with various importast missions and
posgessing 8 wide experieiico of men and thiogs,
has the qualificatiuns for presenting data in
their most couvincing form, and viewing them
diplomatically. Evidently no time is being
lost, now that o course of action has been de-
cided upon, aud a speedy settlement may con-
fidently be lovked forward to.

BRIEEF NOSINESS NOTES.

James Fullerton, general store, Rockford, is
dead,

Tne Newesstle stone quarry has beon re-
opeoed.

_The C. P. N. Co.'s steamer, Irviog, has been
tied up for the winter.

W. E. Webr, bakery, ete., Nanaimo, has
sold out to Peter Gerodie.

A shaft is being sunk at Protection Island by
the new Vancouver Coal Co.

Agother Vancouver steamer, the Iona, has
gone out in search of halibut.

A new baggage car has arrived for the Van-
couver-Westminster tramway.

Dansmuire® ocean tug Lorne has been laid
up, owing to dullaess in shippiog.

Plans have been received for a magnificent
Church of England 2athedral in Victoria.

~_T. S. Stannard & Co., dey goods, ete., Na-
naimo; A. Bullock retictiog from this fiem,

‘f&ncouver is promised a wecekly financial
review jouroal about the middlo of March,

Tho Branotte Saw Mill Co. is joing to baild
a large extensiou to ity factory at Sapperton.

The Vancouver Steamship Company is build.
i]r;g a tine steamer at their shipyard, Eoglish

sy.

S:chell Indians are reported as destroying
deer by the hundieds on the Is'aud for their
skins.

8. 8. Cumox, the U.S. S, Co.’s new boat, has
been put un the Nanaimo route w place of the
Cutch.

There are two more applications for charters
to run tuunways between Vapconver and W est-
miuster.

Branch oflizes of the Northwestern E«<press
Co. are to be opened in Vancouver aud West.
minster

A joint stock compauy, 85,007 capital, is
formiog at Northtield for ccecrion of a scap
factory.

The new government steamer Quadra has
arrived at E.quimalt cighty days out from
Glasgow.

8. T, Meclatosh, secretary of the Vancouver.
Westmiuster tramway, is dead. His loss is
greatly mourned.

Vancouver bakers have raised the price of
bread from twenty loaves for a dollar to sixteon
and eighteen loaves.

Weiler Bros.,, Victoria, have received an
clectric lighting plant for their furnituce
fuctory from Toronto.

The s3. Batavia of the Upton Line has nrrived
in Victoria with 1,850 tons of freight, 150 of
which ar: for that city.

The busin=ss of Mr. Peaese, general store-
kecper, Esquimalt, has beca purchased by
Guodwin & Fuller, Victoria.

A gang of men is removing the obstructions
in the Columlna River below Revelstuke and is
placivg buoys in Acrow [ake.

The American bargue Hesper 664 tons, Capt.
Sadergren, has been chartered to load lumber
at the Hastings mill for Shaoghai.

An affort is being made to float anathor daily
paper in Nanaimo. Mr. Potts, late of the
Vaucouver H'orld, is the promoter.

A commission has been appointed to investi-
gate the cizcumstances conmected with the
wrecking of the steamer Sav Pedro.

Macpheison & Thompson have purchased
the stozk aad goodwill of the drog business of
Bill & Coatham, New \Vestminster.

Col. Tracy, Vancouver's city engiceer, has
located a site for a water-works reservair ia
Stanley Fark, 23 feet above water mark.

A pork packing establishment is abont to be
started in Vauvcouver. It will be a branch of
tho firm of George Matthews, Peterboro.

One hundred and fifty thousand dollars stock
has been subscribed in the Victoria Brewry and
Yce Co., and a brewery will be erected at once.

As shown by Bradstieet’s annual report of
failures in Canada, 8ritish Columbia makes o
better showing than any of the other proviaces.

Tha Reid & Currie Iron Works Co., West-
1ninster, have secured tiie handliog of Leonard
& Sons' manufactures, of London, Ont., for the
province.

The old arrangemerts for the ruaning of the
San Francisco steamers to Vancouver has been
recoewed and the Umatilla will avcive on the
15th instant.

tW. 8. Wilwon, who formerly owned and built
the Wilson Block, Vuncouver, is going to erect
another block on Columbia avenue, between
Hastings and Dupont.

The British Columbia Mills, Timber & Trad-
ing Co. is Sliing an other order for the Monsreal
Harbor Commissioners for three sticks of timber
60 fevt long and three fect square.

The contract hasbeen let for the construction
of the telegeaph line to Comox. The line will
run from Nan«imo through Wellington to the
Uaion mioes and theace to Comox.

Mr. Apdrew Heinrich, of the Bay View
Beewlag Co., Seattls, has incorporated with

Loeman & Erb, Victoris, and a large
new brewery for ale, beer aud porter is to bo
erected,

D. W, Higaing, M.PP, of Victoria,
Sheriff Armstronyg, of N-w \\es*minster, anild
Me Wilmat, Siperinteudent of Fisheries witl
e the British Columbia Sslmon Fiskeries Com-
wission, .

‘The Feaser River Fievzing Company have
received a telegram to ship anothue car of
frozen salron to Hanburg, termsny. A car-
load, consisting of 15 tons of i h, will be for-
wardad at ouce,

Joha A. Lumsden, Suamas, has just rve.
wnrned from Holland, where he has beeu stu.ly-
ing the dyking problem with a view to reclaim-
ing the Suwmas praicie. He is going to start
in on a veclawmation scheme. .

¢ is alleged that gold-bearing quartz bas

been discovered in the northeast end of Victo.
ria city, and litigation is likely to follow the
refusal of the gold commissioner to grant
livenses to work the claims.

Tc is said to be the inteution of the Canadian
Pacific Nauvigation Co. tu eater into ¢ unpeti-
tion with the Pacific Coast Steamship line for
a share of the Aluska tourist travel Capt.
Carroll, an old Alaska trader, will it is said
bave charge of this department of the service.

J. P. Pite, managar of the Pitt Meadows
Dredging Co,, and J. S, O'Dwyer, C. E,,
have yone over the route of the proposed
canal to conneet Pirt River with Burrard lulet,
Such a cagsl, it is clnimed, would divert a good
deal of the overflow water in the river, develop
trade with Yaocouver, and destroy the teredos
in tho harbor by fresheniog it. It is not ex-
pected that it would pay for some time.

The ontput of coal for 1891 at the various
mines on Vancouver igland is reported as
follows : Southfield, 201,027 tons, 17 cwt.;
No. 3 shafe, 81,235 toas, 8 cwt.; No. 1 sh.ft,
158,320 tous, 19 ewr.; Northtield, 105.036 tous,
10 cwe.  The total output of the Wellington
colliery for the year is reported to have been
328,627 toas; and of the. Union collery,
Comox, 130,917 tons. Foreign shipments of
coal were for the ycar, divided as follows:
New Vancouver Coal Co, 377.561 tons ;
Wellingron, 229,271 tons; East Wellington,
36,083 tons ; Uuion colliery, 94,990 tons.

Biggest Grops on Record,

The estimates by States and Territories of
area, product aud value of the principal cercals
of the Uaited States for 1891 imnude by the
statisticiaa of the Dzpirtment of Ayriculture
was made public on Jan. 6. The total for corn
has been exceeded only once. The wheat
product is the largest ever grown in any coun-
try and the yield per acro in the Uaited States
the largest ever reported. The tutal for oats
was slightly exceeded in1889. Lheaggregatesare
as follows :

Acres, Bughels Valuc,
Cgm . .o 76,204,815 2,009,154,000 233,439,328
Wheat ....... 3,016,897 611,730,000 513,472,711
Oats .. 25,531,361 733,394,000 232,312,207

The aggregate of all cereals is the largest
yet produced and will supply fifty-four to titcy-
tive bu per unit of population. The wheat
supply averages ninc and four-teoths bu toeach
person, agaiost uine and two-teoths for the
largest previous crop—in 1854, The average
value to the farmer is 40 6c for corn, §3.93¢ for
wheat and 31.46c for oats. The value of wheat
is preater than in any year since 1883, shat of
the short crop of 1888 aloue excepted. Tho
products are, of course, in measured bushela.

The Baraum Iron \Works compauny, of Tor-
outo Junction, has assigaed. The assets aro
said to about cqual the liabilities, which are
ubout $50,000-

Raulifsx refiners on Janusry 9, advanced all
grades of refined sugar, the incrosse ranging
from an eigth to a quarter cent per pound and
a further increase is expected. The advance
was caunsed by & strong feeling in the raw
article.




