~OSEPESe

M Al g el ol 4

THE COMMEROIAL

1301

SEEING THE WEST.

Thomas H. Barker, secretary of the

of commerce, of Liverpe

arrived In Winnipeg last week. Mr.

Barker 18 one of the party of tour-

g uclegites to the coagiess o e

chamiers of commerce of L.e eni-

pire, who are now on their way across
Lnnlda

the year 188G he travelled over

the’ line of the Ca n Pacific rall-

3 n.nd proceeds over the
s and Kootenay coun-
try, and will non over at Banft, Rev-
and Vancouver. He then salls

on the Empress of China for Yoko-
hama, and after a stay in Japan, he
wul visit the treaty ports o China, and
n.  Proceeding through Man-

ay to Moscow, after
'Ihlch he will visit St. PEl!rlhu an
Btockholm before returning to his
home in le?rn;m ¢ n
llnlkl of the nroxreu o e west
lBBQT . Barker 1 must

mnnmum» yuu on tho gun pro-
gress which 1 see has been made in
Winnipeg since my last visit. The
hulldln!l in the city 4 the houses
in the suburbs are equa. 7 astonishing,
considering what the Red River settle-
ment was 30 years ago and the man-
ner in which the climate was vilified."

while many others libelled It, exag:
gerating the cold weather and making
nrhl:d statements of emrly trost and
a am he sald, “to hear

( th eurly frost’ Is a thing of the
nll and e wheat crop Is uo

jonger in dln[er of it. leaving the
prospects for wheat production very
promising.”

SULPHUR IN ALASKA.

Here Is a somewhat remarkable story
of lulphur deposits In Alaska as it
lnlnﬁl frnm Tacoma to the Bostun
Jou

Thll Bltﬂy 18 not a circumstance for
deposits of pure sulphur to Mt. Mec-
Cutcheon, on Unalaska Island, is tne
renort just brought down from there
bv George Carison, who Is at present,
and has been for years, in the Swedish
government employ as a mining on-
gineer, fitting him more especially for
passing as an expert on the deposits
of Mt. McCutcheon,

He was for years located at the Sicil-
\an sulphur mines as expent, locating
new beds of the stuff and superintend-
Ing the workings. It was on this ac-
count the gentleman's annual vacation
from the Swedish service was eagerly
taken advantage of by the New York-
ers who held a claim to the new sul-
phur discoveries of Unalaska Island,
and he was secured and sent up there
at once. He spent one month on the
mountain, with a force of twenty-five
men, and recently reached Tacoma on
his return trip.

The Swedish government expent finds
that for vast deposits of the purest
sulphur the Alaskan discovery Is with-
out equal In the world, The beds lie In
blanket fashion over the most of the
mountain, thinning out as the level of
the sea is reached, but everywhere pre-
valent In almost unbroken strata,

He found the mountain to be 5600
feet above the surrounding ocean, and
ed more than half way down froi
the summit with eternal snow. The
summit reveals an extinct voleano,
with a great crater half a mile wide.
The interior of the crater is sunken
some hundreds of feet, and the sides

d_his

twenty-five men for mlny nights. Ow-
ng to there being no timber at all on
the mountain, the month spent In the
“nows was spent for the most part
without fire or hot food, but the won-
lerful revelations more than compen-
ited the traveller, In one spot the re-
oval of thirty feet of broken Ill!"

k let the workers into a body

ommercially pure sulphur, the e'ﬂlnt
of wh was not discovered, for a
haft of fifty feet had not gone through
't. and It was Impossible to sink far-
fher owing to the constantly caving
“Ides. Tn all, the deposits were tapped
t sixteen points, and found to be at
very point more free from adulterous
tubstances—lava bodles and pumice,
“hich hinder the workings in Stelly—
than even the sulphur beds of Iceland.

THE SITUATION IN BRAZIL.
One of the correspondents of the
Wall Street Journal writes from Rlo

we:
While Brazil produces some miner-
1a in the shape of gold, sfiver and iron
re from beiow the surface, she main-

ly depends on what her ive sur-
face ylelds, In the form of Indin rub:
ber, cotton, maize, mandioca, sugar and
upm x) coffee—the latter covering

e greatest area and being the
hmdlenl rwmy money crop. The states
of Seo Paulo, Minasgeracs, Rio de
Janero, Espirito, Santo and Bahja are
mainly devoted to its culture.

The vicissitudes of the government a
few years ago led to an abnormal de
pression in the rate of exchange, whicn
nominally ranged between 18 and 25d.
previously, but which steadlly gave

er fiscal d\-rnnlrnullu until

id. was to . While ex
change was high the planter got no
encouragement to develop his property,
a8 the net return from his coffee aliow-
ed bare living expenaes, which were on
a currency basis. With the decline in
exchange, some years ago, his returns
were augmented and part of same de-
voted to increasing the number of cof-
fee trees planted. The fall of slav-
ery #s an iustitution caused a disloca-
tion of labor problems and Italian im-
migration brought about an adjusi-
ment on the plantations. It is comput-
ed (hat within the past twenty years
fully LOO0,000 Italian agriculturists
have settied In the state of Sao Paulo,
many at first for a contract period
which was rarely renewed. With ex-

perlence gained the Italian preferred
fo rent lana" for his own benefit, and
many of the arrivals during the past
ten years have gone stralght to work
on new plan Thus with the
more Intelilgent Italfun worker and the
impetus given Brazilian plantation by
the lower exchange ruling, an an im-
mense ungauged area has been put in-
to «offee, 50 that over-production has
been steadily bringing about a crisis,
which at the present moment is only
In fis initlatory stages.

The rehabilita of the currency
aimed at by successlve governments to
improve their credit abroad has led
to a steady and progressive rise In ¢
change from which the heavier coffee
production has suffered, and now mat-
ters are perplexing all round, from
planters' returns  belng agaln unre
mun<rative. Thus while exchange has
gone up to help the government, the
value of coffee has gone down from
thal cause, and the Inability of Europe
and America to digest such enormous
crops as have been raised. There ls,
however ,a reactlon in the production
from natural causes, and the govern
ment has taken alarm and tried to
impose @ law In Sao Paulo to com-
pensate planters for tncrllldmt 20 per
cent. of thelr crop, which, however, as
the nelghboring states were not in ac-
cord, has become Inoperative.

The Sao Paulo state legislature, by
decree of Jan. Y last, imposes a tax
of two centos of rels (say $300 at 50
cents to the dollar) on each alqueire
(about 2 hectares) of new coffee plan-
tations for five years from Jan. 1 last.
The decree exempts any plantations
mwade previously to Dec.
nurseries of seedlings.
diligence In collecting the tax, the fis-
calizers shall recelve 50 per cent of the
produce of the tax and this ntage
fa dividea between the colléctor, who
gets three-fifths and the notary pub-
lic_two-fifths.

None of the other states have gone
in for such herolc efforts to hasten the
remm-non of the situation, but as

e Santos recelpts show the state of
Sio Paulo ylelds two-thirds of the tot-
al crop, and the remedy secured there
would largely influence other supplies,
Paternal government Interference in
such matters is usually Ineffeckual,
and the most effectual results are se-
Cured by individual cumpuunre with
actual trading principles.

The following figures will illustrate
the foregoing view of the situation,
merely premising that the carry-over
rom the crop 1 was only OM,-
00N bags of coffee on June 30, 1901:

Crop of 1902-3.  1901-2.
T R906 964 313,920

way, u

966
o, 3 10,166,065
Recelpts Victorin, bags 396,504 1
Recetpts Bahia, bags.
Total crop, bu-‘ % }::{:::
Exp. 10 Europe an . 715,
Btocks carried over.. 1,615,000
Exchange rnngeﬂ 3, 11 13-16 to
12 23-32; 1901 ?.1-52 0 12 23-32.

l".l'(ee No. 7 l.l Rlo er ID kllu! rang-
ed: 1002-3, 4,776 to 8,000 rels; 1001-2,
6,000 to 4,075 refs.
European markets as well as Am-
erican start the new season with enor-
mous undigested stocks and apparently
with the exception of France and Am-
erica, there I8 no appreclable augmen-
tation of consuming power. Hence there
is no ready Inducement to look at the
article on the part of traders who
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distributes it through the house—only
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Manitoba and Northwest Territories where not
FRED. J. HOLLAND, General Agent, Winnipeg.

readily speculate on promising situa-
tions, and o no relief Is in prospect
for the planter until the force of
events brings about an adjustment in
values as well as in the Incldence of
supply and demand.

Meanwhile, planters, finding coffee
unremunerative, are giving attention
to developing corn and cotton, the lat-
ter especlally, In the former well-
known Sorocaba district, and the for-
mer In the northern provinces, so that
the central citles have Pernambuco to
draw upon for corn, In addition to Rlo
Grande, and even some exports (o
Europe have already taken place.

he cotton manufacturing in Brazil
is entirely from cotton grown in the
lmrlm'rn prunmpn. beln' highly pro
tected by mills  have
Lnn«ﬂlwl lur‘o abnormal
bulge in prices of Amel'lcnn cotton. Tm-
porters of cloth of Kuropean make are
now quite helpless from the double
inability to get the present values cur-
rent in Manchester, or payment from
interior traders, while the coffee plan-
ters are unable to clear thelr local
debts In the present emergency. Sim-
ilarly importers of other goods nre ln
check and business

JOHN E. BROWN
wo ol 77 McNab 8t. N,

HAMILTON, ONT.
Domestic and Foreign Wools,

Correspondence and Consignments
Solleited.

SADLER & HAWORTH
Tanners and lhmth:tunu of and
OAK LEATHER, AND RUBBER AND
GANDY BELTING

Montreal and Toronto.

A. P. MACDONALD, Sales Agent,
‘Western Canada Block, Winnipes.

pending some lllevlallnn This, |l lu
expected, will be In a decline In ex-
change from present lvern‘e of one
shilling, possibly to tenpence, and if
that rate can remain stable, everyone
would benefit.

CITY BOX FACTORY

THE CZERWINSKI BOX CO.
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TOLATOI DENOUNCES TRUSTS.

Couat Tolstol, in an_Interview with
James Creelman, of the World, saya:
“America has lost her youth. Her
hair Is gray, her teeth are falling out;
he 18 becoming senile. Voltalre sald
that France was rott ore she was
ripe, but what shall be said of a nation
whose ideals have perished almost in
one generation? Your Emersons, Gar-
risons and Whittiers are all gone. You
prodice nothing but rich men. In
the years before and after the clvil
war the soul-life of your people flowed
and bore fruit. You are pitiful materi-
alists now.

“You tulk of the trusts In America
as if the question were lmpnr\am o
my mind, lhem- industrial questjons
are childish. The lrun And the labor
union are merely pass

cnln butter and ﬂ cases a
corner and printed boxes.

93 AND 95 LOMBARD lTl!l‘l'.
WINNIPEG

LALEEE R

H Carruthers & Co.
TANNERS

And Dealers In

Hides, Furs, Wool, Sheep-
skins, Eto.

man does not ?-vt !n live in an
Industrial centre where human slavery
has been established. He does not
have to live in @ city. Because a man
has spolled a part of the earth, Is that
a reason why people should stay there
and suffer? No man should work for
&« man like Huckefeller He should
yr-far starvation, should con-
sider it a nllgl us nuty to refuse to
rk tnr a trus
“Let & man wllo works for a trust In
America, and who seeks relief—let

C Sollcited.

o 9th Street. BRANDON, MAN.
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such a man go into the country and

et a small portion of ground to culti-

vate, Let hlm glve up luxuries. Let

him cease eating meat. The cost of

living will bt‘ less than Ml!-llxlh of
what it was."




