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Tite nexi blowv w~as Strucli by tise Cosnmon Law~

Procedure Act, and tsînnng tise besi fratures of tisat
mtainte are tiiose provisions for Ille zeuItesn1cm of a
certain clas's of <ispluted facîs, hy a Iess expeissive,
a more expeditiouq, ani a more certain imethod
titan tise "ani ent qystetn."1

Tite argument to be drawn from prestige and
hanbit merely is of littie avail, when speed, clseap-
ncss, ansi ccrtainsy of decision are in ltse opposite
scale :if good justice inay be lhnd -wiîhoîxt trouh-
ling twcive men to agrce in an inference, il. wiill
bc sougii for wvilisont their aid.

WVe would flot deqire b lie understood as dlispar-
nging trial by jury in crirninal c:ases, or desirinr tu
sesP il entireiy wvîlsdraivi as part of Ille raciinery
of civil proceceding "s; but Isle "'graduai, easy pro.
cessi) our contributor refers toi is mit lyork, and uiuy
before many years, pronounce that Ille institution
of trial by jury lias outiived its v.alute, as rset
indiscrimîinate application. So fur as isîdividuai
opinion gees, we -.re "llîcretical enough"' te suppose
tisai tise jsudirient of a single, intelligent judge, -wiii
be bo-tter tian tisai f a jury; and at no distant day
wc proposc disens.4ing il e question, unless in tise
ineanlime our valued contributor slsould favour us
witi a full cxamination of Isle pros. and cons.

FALSIFICATION< Or DOCUINENTS.

Tise act of crasing writing, lixougis brougit. to
comparative perfection by Ilse inducement. te falsify
documents and Isle fcar of deteclison c ilse in

to a more honest source, and penisaps dates frosa
an carlier peniod. Tite scarcity and cxpense of
parchmcnt suggestcd the idca of remnoving tisc ink
from old manuscripts. Skins fromn %isicii tise first
writings have been crascd, and ei 1ih iave been
written on a second time, are caile<I paliimp.ecst
mnuscripis:- tiley are met -%viîs flot unfrcquently in
the continental libraries, and arc in.accd to the
monks of the ns mddic ages, wv1o, anxious to supply
the dcmand for bocks of devotion, crascd tise wvrit-
ing cf classical authors to make room for those of
tise Faîhers. The erasure was frequently imper-
fect, whichi has led to Ilir restoration of sonne valu-
able wvorks suppcsed to have been lost. Titus; tise
,94De RcpuWcia" of Cicero wvas discovcred in tise
Vatican, re-,%vritten vilii St. Augustin~ on thc

Plsairns-and thse Institutions of (Tiins gleirrect
Ilirotigsl Isle episties of St. Jernme in tise Iibrary of
Ille Cilapter of Verin.

Cicero iîsueif shsows tisai tise practice was coin-
mon ii Iii day, by praising M4s friend Trebatins
for isis econosîsy iiin g a jmliimp.er.t, tisoogl lie
Iiîsts ut tihe sainie tint1e tise supposition tisai lie hiad
destroyed w~ritingq inore valnabie titan isis own:
Masrtial aise refers le if, Lib. XIV 7. But enougli
of tise isistory of erasutre: we wîiI proceed te men-
tion tise agents by N%'Ilsieis it mnay be eflL.cted, and
Isle mens wh'ii rnay bceinspioyed for Ilicir detcc-
tion. Ordinary issk is conî>osed cf ssipisate of
iron and rntga.ll, and niay bu diss.olved by using
diiuted nitric, isydrociuiorie or oxmiiie acids, i>y a
solution of caustie, poaiand by isuter of anti-
siony:- ail tiiese substancesa, wviie Iliey destroy tise
wriîissg, :mttack aise tise paper, sofîening il, and
ciimnging ils colour; titis is guarded agaînsi by
using tise agenit usueli diiuted, by Nvasising tise

pprte neinove it as soon as Isle objeci is effected,
and by s iti afresi ansI prescting it. Nitrie acid
givcs a yellowislt oleur te thse paixer Nvhere itlis
been applied, as do Iikewise tise aikalies and the
butter of antirnony; isydrocisiorie, and oxalie acids,
on Isle chlier lsand, give it an extresrse wisitencss9,
espcciaiiy tise former: sometinies Isle place of era-
surc is browned, î.c., wiicn an aikali lias bc-en u5ed.
Any chsange of colour siiouid be xnotcd, wvhcn faisi-
fication i,§ suspected. If Isle enasure is even, tise
writîng nîay be restured; if it was rcmoved by
nitric aeci, it wvi1l reappear Nvicn Ille %pot is Nvctied
wviti a xv'cak solution cf carbonate of potash ; if an
alkali xvas cmploycd, it wvili returfi if wvctted -%vith
dilied nitric acid; if isydrochieric acid -vas Isle
agent, an infusion of nutgail wvill restore it; if
oxalie acid wat used, a solution cf fcrnocyanidie cf
potassium wlvi bring ont tise words. If tiecrasune
is wo old tIlat Ille Nvordsi cannt bc mrade to appear,
tise solution cf fenrocyanide cf potassium %viii. show
the pilace by striking a bine tint, formîsîg prussian
bine wits Ilse iron whici remnains in the paper from
tise ink wvlich lias been ctTaced; if an aikali was
empioycd to deoiroy the ink, reduced tinctnre cf
itmcss appiied to the spot wvill change it by baving
ils Uise coinur rcstored. The endeavor le prevent
crasure has led 10 many attempts te invent an ink
whlsi could not be dcsînoyed wvithout Ihle dcsîruc-

LAW JOURNAL.1856.]


