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held in the society required a rian «i’;
. alarge and liberal mind: urc snch!
he was, in the best sense of 11 v o7}
His was not that spurious |- raiits i
which looks upon all creeds with -
qual indifference, and regards ai! as
equally unimportant ; his own views
were clear and decided: he was in
heart, as well as by profession, cor-
dially attached to the doctfines and
discipline-of that church;of which he
had the honour to be a minister —
- Bit, upon matters of inferior moment
he loved not to dwel : hig delight
was, without compromising any of
-his prigciples, to' contemplate the
points upon which Christians cav a-
gree, rather than to proveke debate
" on those'in which they may differ =
> and, instead of indulging a spi-,
rit of ‘harshness, even toward those
whose ‘sentiments he totally disap-!
_proved, his conduct was unifermiy]|
. that of candour; and kindness, and:
“behignity. _ oo ‘
+ Thave ‘hinted at certain painful!
circumstarites, which, in addition to
the' weight of Higordinary labours,
. very frequently ¢ame upoa him from
" some hostile quarters.. This is not
“the place in which I could persuade
myself to enlarge uwpon such a sub-
" ject; and, were not the fact too no-
torious to be entirely overlooked, 1
- should have passed it over in silence.
- 1t is consoling, however, to observe,
s that the hostility which your valued
minister was called to sustain, arose
entirely from his attachment to the
- Wmportant work in which he was so
- assiduously engaged, and from the
diligence and success with which he
pursued it; and if he had a personal
enemy, that enciny had most assur-
edly a friend in him : in bis mind, no
feeling ‘of harshness could ever re-!
main, !
* L have witnessed, with no little:
Pleasure,” ghserves a common triend,

4

-
)

when ke bore with unpeitorbed and
wechanstthle” poed hiamour,  what

iwoulid have provoled alimest any o-

her vian; and when -he suffered to
remaii in-the quiver, arrows which
he could have sent forth with unerr-
ing aim and vigour.” - L:have, my-
self, seen him on many ' such occa-
sions : and a harsh o unbecuming
word never. in my presence, telf from
his lips. : The only feeling, 1 am per-
suaded, that he ever ‘entertained .to-
ward his most determined opposents
might be expressed in the words of
our liturgy. . * That it may please
thee to foigive our enemies, persecu-
tors, and slanderers, and to turn their
hearts; we beseech thee to hear us,
good Lord”" . . - . .

The pdin arising from this unre-
mitted hostility was, doubtless, much
alleviated by the kindness of his nu-
merous iriends.  There was, indeed,
something in his character and de-

 portment peculiarly suited to gain the

affections of all that approached him:
and seldom has any mam; within the
circle of his acquaint ~a:circle,
which included sonie of thé most dis-
tinguished individuals both in church
and state-—been more highly esteem-
ed, or more generatly beloved,

It must be acknowledged, that e-

(ven the most judicious friends may
.form an incorrect estimate- of the re-

ligious character and Christian vies

affectionate regard. To s¢e the in-
tevior of 1 person’s mind, we should
follow hiw into retirement ; and, by
doing so, asfar as it is possible jn this
case, we shail, I think, discover much
evidence of amind devoted to God.

Among the papers of our late va-

lued Friend, I tind one which he kept,

for some years suspended in his Stue
dy, containing a few verses of Scrip-
ture, calculated to give him courage
and confidence when in great hazard

“his conduct and demeanour when
¢ was provoked into—I should ra-|
ther say, forit is TirAT which I mean, |

of being tempted to unfuithfulness in
his Mihisterial duty.
For instance : Lhere is'no wisdom,

tues of those who stand high in their-
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