
*>

:«

148 THE CANADIAN REVOLT. [jUNE,

maturity, assume the character of ** sovereign and independent States."

How absurd, then, to grant such privileges to a ** dependent colony !'

The difficulties of this question are, however, supposed to have been

obviated by the stipulation for a moderate permanent Civil List, in

exchange for the Crown revenues ; but we have seen enough of the

temper and proceedings of colonial assemblies to cause some apprehen-

sion, that this arrangement, however permanent its nature, however
moderate in amount, will not prevent periodical discussions in regard to

it, or save the public functionaries, who are dependent on it, from the

invidious and painful consequences—wholly destructive of all proper

respect towards them—of having their merits, services, and salaries fre-

quently canvassed, with as much warmth and as pernicious an eifect as

if these salaries were subject to annual revision, and drawn direct from
the pockets of the people. Well indeed if worse do not ensue, and
the fluctuations of the ceded revenue and its probable ultimate decrease

become a new reason for insisting on a corresponding reduction of the

Civil List. Be this as it may, the quiet working of our colonial institu-

tions now rests upon the frail security which the maintenance of sound
constitutional principles, by popular bodies not being remarkable for

wisdom or discretion, may afford. To us it seems that there is one
essential distinction between colonial and metropolitan government,
which has been wholly overlooked in these fmancial arrangements ; and
that in remunerating from local funds a Governor exercising delegated

powers, and responsible for his acts only to his Sovereign and the

Imperial Parliament, the natural dependence of tiie colony upon the

parent State has been materially impaired. While the Crown revenues

remained at the disposal of the Sovereign, this growing evil was kept

down : now, wherever they have been resigned, they are considered

only as part and parcel of the general income of the colony, upon which

certain useless and idle functionaries are suffered to fatten and grow rich.

So far, indeed, has petty parsimony and the retrenching mania been

carried, that we see General Officers sent to command the troops on
foreign stations whose military sevices are defrayed from the reduced

emoluments of their civil appointments. The very reverse of this would
have been more befitting the character of England, and more in accord-

ance with her interests. Her General Officers sent to command and
govern in' her colonies should be paid liberally in their military capacity,

and rendered wholly independent of the civil emoluments of office. Had
this plan been adopted, and the royal revenues been reserved, we should

never, perhaps, have heard of a Canadian rebellion, which promises to

swallow up, in a few short months, all the clippings and parings of the

last ten years.

The proceedings of the Canada Committee of 1 S28 are too generally

known to require more than a brief notice here, lis Report contained

recommendations for the redress of every real and alleged grievance

existing in the colony, as submitted to Parliament in a petition from
the Provincial Assembly, and sustained by the oral testimony of dele-

gates from that body. This Report was received by the unanimous
voice of the Assembly as an infallible guide to the full and satisfactory

adjustment of every known grievance existing in the colony, and it was
hoped that a safe and sufficient measure had at length been indicated ibr

the removal of every cause of Canadian discontent. Encoumged with
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