
DISCOURSE.

.r 1858, by

t of Massachusetts.

It would be a strange neglect of a beautiful and
approved custom of the schools of learning, and of one
of the most pious and appropriate of the offices of liter-

ature, if the college in which the intellectual life of
Daniel Webster began, and to which his name imparts

charm and illustration, should give no formal expression

to her grief in the common sorrow ; if she should not
draw near, of the most sad, in the procession of the
bereaved, to the tomb at the sea, nor find, in all her
classic shades, one affectionate and grateful leaf to set

in the garland with which they have bound the brow of
her child, the mightiest departed. Others mourn and
praise him by his more distant and more general titles

to fame and remembrance ; his supremacy of intellect,

his statesmansjiip of so many years, his eloquence of
reason and of the heart, his love of country incorrupti-

ble, conscientious, and ruling every hour and act ; that
greatness combined of genius, of character, of manner,
of place, of achievement, which was just now among us,

and is not, and yet lives still and evermore. You come,
his cherishing mother, to own a closer tie, to indulge an
emotion more personal and more fond,— grief and exul-
tation contending for mastery, as in the bosom of the
desolated parent, whose tears could not hinder him from
exclaiming, " I would not exchange my dead son for any
living one of Christendom."
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