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FKEFACE TO THE rimi EDITION

OF THE

AMERICAN COAST PILOT.

IT lin^ lioon the olijprl of the Kdiror, in each »iircp««ive Pfiilion of tliis wni !:, to ob-

tain hll llic iiil'oriiia' ion iieccuMii v tci rctidiT it u cnrrftl hikI cHiiiplelf I'llot lor l!io wlioir Anie-
jiriiu Coii>t, ii.cliidiiin the VVi'*tliidiH Iilaiids. 'I'liu vi-ry great di'inuiul, tor I'vcry iMi;iriH>i()ii,

siiico ils lirit |iiil)llt«tii)n, lia-. -curtely alTorded liim opj^uiluiiity lo remii-f llif succci'diilg at

cupiuuii us lilt' iulijt-cl will admit.

Of the many improvonionts, wliich the scirncp of Nnvicalion lins brrn rorilln\ially

receiving in tlie latise of many ct'nliiries since the invention of the Coin|)a<<, ()frlia|)!i tlicre u
no one, which in ils ordiimiy operalioii on niaritimi.- alFmrs einhraues a (j;ri'aier stO|>e ol priic-

ticul utilitii, than an acciirale dosrription of the marine boundaries ol countries, liy which the

advciilroui. mariner niny recognize his coast at a di.tlanee ; the Mmndings und courses oi chan-

nels, by the knowIed(je of whidi ho sets the lock-bourid shore al dufiaiice ; and the aspect and
properties of harbours, into which he can enter with security, and embay himself Iroin the in-

clemency of the elements. This remark is suj^aested with the more coiifidcHce, as it rcsidta

from the consideration, that the life even of the most experienced Mariner m more endangered
as he approaches the Coast, however correctly be may be acipiainted with its soundings and
its curvatures, than it is when exi^sed lo the billows of ilie tcm|>est, which agitates the mid
ocean. I'lie im|torlaiit aid, which the Icatned >iavi(;alor derives from the calculation of the

longitude by lunar observations, is undoubtedly amoiiL; ihe most dislinguislud bcneiits of mod-
ern nautical improvement ; and it is a branch of naval education with which the niarmeni of

our coniiiry have of late years become generally familiar. When the spirit ol adveniurc had
extended the American commerce beyond the capes of cither continent, what wu- beiore use-

ful, became then indispensibly necessary, tliat Navigation shoi.ld be taught as a science to the

conductors of our merchantmen, and it was soon no uncimimiin spelcacle to behold the Ame-
rican Eagle, lately unused to scientific restraint, shaping his course ihrouuh loreign climes by
the rules of geometry. The Charts and marine directions with which foreign cnnniries abound,
have also rendered the profession of the sea less dangerous and more piofilable 1 lice povir-

crful aids have almost everywhere been cctended to the protection and eiicoiuaneniont of
commerce, except in the American State*. Here, indeed, few Charts have been iiubhshed,

and those of no remarkable character, either for the accuracy of their distances ai H l'i ariiigs,

or for the extent of their scale. But to collect in a compendious volume the m • .•.ihenlic

description of the harbours, and an accurate detail of the courses and soundings o. i. • Ame-
rican Coast, has long been a desideratum among nautical and eonimrrcini nun ; and > <ilil the

appearance of the first edition of the A.MKKICAN COASI' I'll.OT, in 1796, no attempt, wo
believe, had ever been made, in any part of ihc Union, to elFect it. In accoiiipli>li so

important an object, which was cnibarrasscd with more lliaii the ordinary diflicullies with which
all new works are involved, the Editor, actuated by a principle ol commercial bcnclit, and
assisted by the most correct and ex |K'rienced Pilots in the llnitcd Stales, hazarded the publi-

cation of that work, under auspices by no means favorable to its eveniiial cssablishiiiciil, as a
book of reference and directions to American mariners. Incident to the very iiidnuics and
complex nature of the work itself, much incompelenry niul error liiuiid adiiii>5i(<ii into its pagt »,

which no industry of the Editor could avoid. Add to this, the avowed li«slihi\ of ;<lnios' ail

the Pilots in the Southern commercial cities, wilhwlioH- iii((r,st a niihiated. lo perniii any de-

gree of reputation lo be attached to a piililicallon, whose prolessed design wa^ l.) ni; ke .Ame-

rican commanders their own pilots, and lo relieve in the minds of their owi.ers <>oiy appre-

hension of danger, by the ccrtaiu conviction that this cubiii conip.-tniuu would be the lucaoi.

^ keCUrity.


