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think the term " Idealism " may be fairly

employed to designate the general theory

which is here advocated.
|

\ I presume it will be admitted that the

originator of the philosophical doctrine of

Idealism was Plato, and that Plato conceived

of the first principle of all things as reason

(Nov?), also maintaining that it is in virtue of

reason, as distinguished from sensible percep-

tion, that man obtains a knowledge of that

principle. Now, modern Idealism, as I under-

stand it, agrees with Plato on these two

points, and therefore its claim to the name

does not seem either arrogant or unreason-

able. No system has a right to call itself

"idealistic," in the Platonic sense, which does

not in some form accept the doctrine of

the rationality and knowability of the real.

Applying this test, we must exclude Agnosti-

cism, which denies that we can know the

real as it is in itself; Scepticism, which re-

fuses to admit that we can make any abso-

lute affirmation whatever, either positive or

negative; and Sensationalism or Empiricism,

which finds in the sensible and its custom-


